" CON 2

DCK
POL
KON
PAO
BIO 2
CFR 2

"INFO 3 Acembaasies BUDZPEST, BUCHAHEST, MOSCUW, PRAOUE, SO"IA, wARBAW

" geographic lexicon of: Yugoélzvia as the Autonomous Region of Kosovo and

POUCH-8.

DECLASS IFIED AND RELEASEDBY
“CENTRAL INTELLIGENGCE AGENCY -
 SOURCESMETHODSEXEMPTION 3920. ©
NAZINARCRIMESO!SCLDBUREAC?

L DATE 2008

B Sianaaiiiis it et
SR ve O
A-863 o CONPIDENTIAL - . RL13

Department of State

- Amcongens +UNICH, ZAGREB .

Atiembassy SELTRADE' - June 20, 1968
Ie Shiptars, the Kpsaet, and Destan Derisha '

Belgrade A-726

Some of Yugoslavia's sational groups get talked about more than others;.
the Albenian (Shiptar) minority probably gets talked about least. Yet
there are at least twice as many Shiptars as there are iontenegrins., In
that rather special pert of South Serbla desoribed -in the politicoe

“etohija (Koswet), where ‘thay constitute 705 or more of the population,
the Shiptar presence 13 the dominat.ing fact in the politicel and social
organizdation of the réegion. Economically, the Kosmet 1s hands down the
poorest part of Yugoslavia. The per capita income of {ts inhabitants is
one=fifth that of the average Slovenian, en enormous disparity which
sioply means that most Shiptars live in a different society--a fact borne
out by statistics on consumption and trade,

Statistics contribute to the story, and perhaps, if the next Yugoslav ~
census 13 thorough and relieble, they may even tell it, 3But empirical
anrlysis, in a world where the wish is not only father to the thought but
midwife to the fact as well, has its lisdtatdons. Vhat is Shiptar nation~
alism? thy did a court composed entirely of Shiptars sentence a naturalized.
American with Shiptar natlonalist sympathles, Destan Serisha, to three and
ona hall years of con{ingment {incidentally, characterizing the sentence as
1ight) for simply being / member, though barely literate, of the “kain
Committes” of an emigree organiration called the League of Prizren in Exile?
The .following rather impressionistic acoount seeks to cast soms light on
the Shiptar quostion, dricheewhile 1t can be safely fgnored by most of the +
world's statesmen-Goes exiat and must concern t‘wse uterested in Yugoslavia .

and its destinies.
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For the graveyard observer, Yugoslevis is a very interesting country. The
maltiplicity of peoples and religions end the availability o good raw
materials-estone, marble~<have happily conspired to produce some very interw
esting monumenta. The Bogumil burial statues of Bosnie are world famous,
but parheps as interesiing as any are the traditlonal Shiptar graves=othose
which heve not adopted the typically ﬁoslem turben design or tha chastely
engraved star (red) sssoclated with todsy's heroes.

Pert of the interest ol the Shlptar cesmetery lies 1n the fact thet, until
you knox: how to look for it, you mny not even see it. iror the Shiptar

groeve marcer is a Jagred sheft of [lat rock thrust at about s 70' angle

into the sod. ‘The graves are not arranged in rows, the grass ie often

uncut, end the impression first may be of Just enother (leld of sorub and
rock until the eye apprehends the angle and the fact that thers ere Just too
many such narro. sheped stones to exist neturally togethesr sll in one place.
The etfect is eerie ond disquieting. The stark naturalism of the stones .seema
nonchumen. They are like the random bits of broken thunderbolts huried into
the esyth in a conent ol‘ irritation by some abeentouinded. 3od. '

But, the graves exist perhaps a8 living Shiptars exist. on first glanee not
disunguzsbable in a generalized landscape but, ihen focussed upar, emerging

in hundreds 1f not oloacly pncked thousands, their prsaenee swidenly a
dominnnt fact,

Hou mm Shiota u-e the Nobody is sure. The Shiptars t.hemaelvos are °
only sure that there are mare then the treditionally superior Serbs ol‘ﬂoiall,y
acknoiledge. A tigurc frequently beard from Shipters is "as many in Yugoe

slavie as in flbania.” Though mrobably exaggerated, this estimate would
place the Shiptar population at auout 1.8 mluone—against ofﬁcial pro-a
Jections of 1.1 million.l ST ) ,

Though 8 substantﬁ'f Shiptar minoritv 'iives in Macedonia, the great majore
ity still inhabits the Kosmet. Here the Shiptars, mostly peasants, consi.
tute officially 705 of the region's population. Therefore, since the .

* The Shiptar population increased 22% bstween 1953 and 1961 from
.75".000 o 914,000. Even though rates of population growth are not record- .
‘ed by nationality, the same rate of increase ‘probably prevailed between -
1961 and ths present. The Kosmet, where 647,000 Shiptars were listed as
resident irx 1961, has maintained the highest rate of population growth in
Yugosleviec~in 1966, 28/1000 or 235% of the national average. Statistical
Yaarbook of Yugpsleviz (Statisticikd Sodisnjak) 1967, 83, 2e7. L
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Btazletical Yearbook of Y\gﬁalavia 1ists very few "Shimr statietics,"
Kocmet statistica (which exist in abundance) may be cited as 2 fair ree
fleotion of the condition.of the Shiptar people in southern Serbla, If:
anything, the Kosmet statisties should srr on the side of optimism, &ince

< the inclusion of the Berbian minority, traditionally on top since the Turks

left, should, if anything, raise Shiplur averages.

o peasants who contribute mthing to the markoe econony .
would exert downward pressure on the ares 's per caplte atatistics,

person (Slovenia 6835 ND).
than anyone else in Yugoslavia,2

H?naas and statistics do assume flesh-oin s whitewashed bare room
45 X 25'c~the mein chamber of the District Court of Prizren.

population. Ibid, 326, 363.
ences in b\.w!.ng power, &8 Geternined by the Yugoslav Governmant, a

detercined the purchasing pocer of ths aversge Slovenien to be
Given the 15 ratio, the Kosmet inhobitsnt's would have been about

psr oapita income of commmes in vtha va_rioga republics for 1965:

Furthsrmore, any
) Shiptars not comprehended in the statistics are most probably subsistence
Their inclusion

which

in 1965 officially indicated an averages income of 1357 New Dinars per
The Kosmit Shipt.ar 18 deronstrably poorer

about

At one end

2. Those igures were datermined by dividing msional income by regional
(Note: 12,50 ND=$1.00, but because of differ-

a straight

application of the exchange rate raight be aisleading. Xor exaw le, the 50Y
1075 in 1967. -

$210.)-

Uselul comparative figures are also conhumd in the following report of

Per Capita Incoms of Commines by Repiblic (in new dinave)
G4~ 1000. 1500~  3000- Over  Total
aced. 1500 2000 2500 2200 Sommunes
e | Herzegovina 15 - - 21 5 S 12(118) 106
e | vontensge 3 3 5 1 s(25%) 20
Croatia o - Y 1n 13 306 A S ¥ 1
Faoedonia o - 5. 8 2 . . hem) o 32
Sowate. 0.0 1 3 mEm.
proper® 8 13 2 6 28(24%) - 115
A.P.Volvodina O 0 0 12 . 29(66%) &b
A. P.Kosnet 12 7 1 2 0 )
Ibid 504,

'Fignre t’or narrow Serbia.only, doos not inolude sutonomous regions.
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tables for defanse and prosecutior 10m ‘bonct :tébins the judge behind
the witness stand sits the. defendant :Deriaha. At his back is & more opsn
space containing: a fow: rlckcty hardback ‘cheirs on which sit privileged

mpectators such as UIBA (internal soourity) officials and the American Consul. '

. Then, in ths back one=third of the room come a half-dozen benches-upon »hich
are croxded, through soms miracle of. human wam, at least ten rows of .
spectators--mostly Shiptar pessante. Destan Berisha's relatives from the
village of Bilusha occupy honor places in the front row, thoush an their
homemade mmemmymnmnlaudtounxmgotm Gypsies
than to the crew=cut bmd»ahuldoud man in tht saltcandepopper sult whose
back 18 toward them.

A wag with recsnt exposure to Amrican ™ compercials might say that you
oan tell the Shiptars by tholr white hats since a smell, onceewhite skull
cap {orus the most characteristic elesent of their netionsl dress. PRut you

can also tell the Sidptor pessants by {ilthy multi-pttohed shirts and' pants, -.

the latter either homespun or made from the cheapeat starecbought material,
feet are urapped in rags and coversd often oanly by cridely made rubbers.
These are subsistence peasants who live in crude cottages ox' shacks wh:l.ch
lnck not only plusbing and heat, but alao beds.?

They are a primitive and’ wildolooking people, #ho watch the proceedings
with curiosity, but their curiosity somshowilacks focus. They stare un~ -
flinchingly, open-mouthede--often with no visible teetho-Daumier caricatures
suddenly sprung to life. And a dumb anguish is there, as if the maker of

3. Statistics on retajl trade demonstrate thc subsistence orientatiom of
ths Koemet economy. Such expeniive items as meat are barely "sold" at .all;
in 1966, retail meat sales in the Kosmst (population 1.1 million) amounted
to 8.2 million ND compered to 474.6 million ND in.Slovenia (population

1.65 million). For retailed dairy products ths figures were 3.7 and 175.5
mllion ND respectively=enotvithstanding the fact that the Shiptar diet E
lesns heavily toward milk products. The difference in buying patterns. is-
dramatically shown in the comparison between sales of wheateflour and sales of
whitebread and’ baked products. The Shiptsrs bought twice as mich flour per

" “"dapita es the Slovenes; ‘ths Slovenes bought 12 times.as many. bakery . products.. .

"In 1965, 15 of 22 Kosmet communes averaged leas than 490 ND rétail trade per
inhabitant; 58 of 60 Slovene communoa avernged | more than 1090 ND. . Nearly one-
half of the Slovene Compunes (29/60) averaged more than 2440 ND; none of ‘the
Koswzet communes more than 1630 ND. There were eight communaes in ail of
Yugoslavie vhere trade was less than 220 ND per inhabitant; seven of these in
the Kosmet. Ibid, 530, 431, 508. .

CONFXDEHTIAL

T AN e e A T R




. Bélgrade A< 863
S 5 .

) c P L,,‘.

\;
N\,
N
T e e ¢

their world had put hds 1ips to their eers and blown out the lights behind
the eyes, Some of the younger faces show intelligence but not enough of :
threm. i

‘This second day ot the trial, Jsmuary 30, 1968, is very cold; the streets of
Prizren are frozen solid. Inside one small wood stove provides the only heat,
but the 1ittle courthouse jJanitor in his worn fivesdollar blue suit keeps at . ' .
lesst ons window opan all the time as he oyes the mob balsfully, vainly I
attempuns tc order it back 1nto place as 1t gradunlly encroschas forward s AR
into the "gertlemen's area.” The janitor 1s obviously very unhappy at. the =TT
presence of 1o mchdirtanddiaordar in his courtroomS : o : ’

At the head uf the court,. the presiding Judge, a well-dressod handasoms young ‘_ .
Shiptar, controls the proceedings calmly and concisely, comand:.ns a respect . .
that would Jie beyond the wlldest dreams of many Yugoslav officlals who allow C .
P themsslves “0 get involved in discussions of principle over such-metters as LY
the collection of a bis fare. Judge Durmish Kooinai is. cut from a different . L]
plecs of oloth and psrhaps for his job he must be, His are violent people
vhose bload feuds are not only tradition. (An assistant judge to the Consul
over coffre at recess: "Gur main orime here is murder.") Even though ths.
people have been temporarily deprived of their weapons, mostly knives, oole
lected af, the begiming of the session by e policeman and now reposing in a . .
drawer in the Prosecutor's desk, the Judge never lets control slip. He knows : ,
that be, his court, and the three or four policamen in attendance would be S .
nothing if the accumulated fnjustices suffered by the mob found voice and
sprung the verper of the Judicial process. But the eyes of the Judge tell P
that hn knows about ths injustice,mas well as the justice, and when he x'ulea, . .
he rulss for the whole room. 7

Degta: Berisha faces tug Qnrsea«-ooonspiracy and espiomge The first is - . o o
wortt. up to fifteen ¥ imprisonment; if convicted of the second, the State -
can urder him killed. According to Yugeslav law, esplanage. knows no Statute i
of Timitations and, even eighteen years 1ater, the police were waiting for ) ! \
R Dencan, Roeording t0 en informer's statement, in 1950 he had led an armed NN
. o group into Yugoslsvia from Albania where it had tought unsuscessfully against

tt2 men of Enver Hodza, losing its original leader. The group had, sccording : o
t> the indictment, purachuted into Albanis at the behest of the "American . P

4. A recent artiocle in Dcr Spéegel, without oiting a source, auud that every
second Shiptar fs 1lliterate. This figure is plousible sinde officiel statistics
for the Kosmet show 41.1% of thes regional population to have been illiterate in

' 1961 (Slovenia 1.8%). Of thoas sged 10-13, the figure was 10.4%; for those !
2038, 36.28. Ibid, p. 324, According to Bell Deva, ICY Chiof 1n the Kosmet,
only ¥ of the srea’s sdult populnt.ion has completed 8 years of school. : X
Politlxa, June 3, 1963, 6:2,

5. According to legend, a Shiptar is bathad at least three timea' AL bi.rth,,'
at death, and befors his wedding. . .
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i Intelligence Service” and after its failure to overturn Hodza !tharks perhars
to llerbert Philby) crossed into Yugpslavia, slso on behalf of said intelli-
genoe gservice to achieve espionage objectives in the fosmet. The groun ve-
portedly trained for these assignments in Ttaly «here they allegedly also
received briefing from one Dzaefer Deva, Interior inister during the rumm .
Fascist occupation when t.he Zosmet had been incorporated into Albania. Deva's TN e
populax-xty in the Xosmet's current ruling circles may not quite approach ' o S
'Eichmann's in Tel fviv, but it comes reasonably close: guilt by asaociation P
with him is a very serious business, even for a hawer of sood sud dra.er of : ’
water like Deatan ‘erisha. .

fortunately for Destan, the evidence to support thess sensational charges is
rather thin. ‘'The key .itness is the informsr, llajreddin vucitrna, «ho says

: that he too «os a mecber of the group. Hajreddin ia e man in his early 60's,
- nearly bald excapt for e fringe of snow white hair around the back of his

: head. He stands wvith his head .ell back and his eyes gare calmly, gerntly,

almost beatifically at his audtience, Dressed as a convict, he has s police
escort at all times since, notwithatanding his services to tle PD"‘.A he is
also a convicted murderer.

Confrontatior of witness by accused is e dramatioc part of the Yugoslav court
procadure, After Judge, Prosscution and Defense have asked their questions,
the defendont is celled forvaerd and the witness is told to face him. (he q. . . -
two thus confront each othar, talk to each other freeLv as they :ish; and' : .
the court sits back md obnervea the encounter. - : ’

HaJreddin seems to be uyinz "Iello, Dsstan, long ‘time no _8ee.
" Dastan enswers: "I never saw you before in ny life.”
liajreddin, goniany, "Come on, Destan, you knov m e e Don t you
remenber the time. . . ." : Lo ;
Dest.an, calmly, pesticulsating slo. 41y but .d.th eophasin with un: ﬂl'(‘ . ; . K
palm "how can you invent such storioa”?

The dislogue picks un, they. crouch slizhtly, :aving their hands like Sjapane
ese sumo -restlers ammrimg of f. Pajreddir radiates dlabeltof that his old . . )
comrade in arms won't recoguize him. Destan continues to regard him coldly,- ’ P
the murderer and lnformr, and carefully begins to ‘ork over ths 1ncor.aistene : U :
Acies in lhjreddin 8 testimony. . .

}theddin was inoonaiatent. ‘varticularly reg8rding the group’s Dirpose tn=- - Ty b i
Vugoslavia. In ths pre-trisl investigation he had signed a statement saying . :
that the group had come to the Xosmet to achieve ', S. eapionage . objectives.
. 2ut in court he denies this: "Ves, the group had come from Albania, dut e
, ) planned nothing amgainst Yugoslavia. I never saild that.” .Judge Durmish resds
back sectiors of previous testimony: -ajreddin sticks to-his:denials. The
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Judge 1s oxasporaud, but ha purmou tm queauonins nnd goes at‘ber tho smlloat
false sounding doml. Y3 one polnt, he glarees’ np ‘at the other memhers of

the court, as if a light vere suddonly dawning: "If that is true, t.hey used
Yuposlavia only as an escaps route." ~ut he returns: to tha record, he eannot
let go quits ao easily and refars again to the written statements of “ajtreddir
and other witnesses with shom liajrediin later spoke which state that thom had”
been aspionage against Yugoslaviu. )

The m-trhl reoord 18 the work of the so~called Judgo-invoaugnlzor--n court -

official charged with the task of examdning 21l the evidence, holding hedrings’

as necessary and then reconmending to ths Public Prosecutor under what artioles:

" of law the accoused is to be charged. The investigating Judge in this case was
a tiny, very ambitious, and intelligent young Shiptar named Masar, +ho though
he might welgh 90 pounds wringing et is a very tough fellow indesd. Yazar's
eyes radiate a hatred of the big things of this woirld among w<hich the Uniteld
States and its Intelligence Service are probably included. ‘it +hile he is
intelligent and tough he is also young (less than 30) and this tims has tried

a little too hard and overreachsd himself. As ths witnesses give avidence it
becones olear that, in nearly every case, their mre-trial testimory as recorded

by Judge l'asar oontains statements against Terisha that were not really theirs.

‘l‘ha evidenas agsinst Destan is erscted in t~o rether tottery columns. At the
base of one is Hajreddin and on him are placed other sitnesses «ho knew him at
the time or who subsequently served in prison 4ith hiw and heard him talk about
Dostan (hearsay evidence i{s admissible). The other base is “arisha's family
from the village of Dilushs, and here Masar has collectad such bits anc scraps
as-the testimony of e cousin, at ths tiszs resident in "elgrade. +ho told sbout
%iving a letter from Destan's mother in which Destan’s 1llegai arrival waa

) deacribed.. Of course, Destan's cousin and mother are both illiterate so that
the alleged letter +as .ritten by another parsen and read to ths cousin by a
third, Tut family testimony could have been more damaging; in this respset
Destan was lucky. ‘

Destan's wifa from the villege, Fanumshah srisha, .iould have testifiec that

_ one night 1n 1950 her tmaband Destan, who had fled as a refugee several years
before, ad suddenly reappeared bearing t:o revolvers. . ''ut the defense coun-

sel, Passan irieziu (pronounced crazy you) menaged to disaualif; her-esven

here ¢ wife cannot legally testify against her husband. Later, over coffee,

smiling broadly, fiasean confides to the Consul that.asar felled to do his )
hopevorke~lianumshah 1s only a oomon-law wife; her testimony could have besn S
domandnd . o

Hassen 15 & plump genial ~hite-haired Shiptar in his onx']s' 50's . ho knows how
to operate. Rather than simply cross examining, -shich s his right, he en-
courages the judge to ask certain quastione of the witrnesses to bring out
evidence favorable to Rerisha. Then Hassan listens carefully as ths Judge -
diectates, in the presence of all, the official record of testimony and inter-
pollates immadiztely against the sijightest inacouracy. Sut he nover argues

CONFTIDEMNTTIAL - . . ¢
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vihen he. Gan- suss'st ‘and hn olearl,v enjoys tho Juda--.o ‘Nsp.ct nnd uld.ng. . Ano .
apmhandcr of fine nmuances. and @ born actor, Hessan's atyle of uttemnces : C R
ranges from swall pleadinge dol.ivemd in.a alsetto-like fluttering voice ' . . C
supported by-the upstrotahed hands of a supplicating rug seller to sterrly s ' o

, ) delivered m'amuncomnu of his client's innocence ‘soundet in tones of s D
: - Jovian urath. Faswan's performince in court s brilli~nt: out of court, 1t : '
1s even better and’ far more important. : L

Hassan §8 & mn with "connections® in # couutry ~hers, to «udte te=ewp hime : : "
self, connections are evarything. In the courthouss, on the strests of ) X . )
Frizren, in the restaurant, he knows sveryonse and everyons kno\a him, even .
though his home ant office are in fristina, 50 miles z~my. ‘'-x<r-- obviously
has the confidence of and a reputation amwong the Shiptar peasants who are
apperently nesrly as litiginous as their Rerbian brethren. ‘hile nos fully
ongagzeu Lis private wastios, he vorked s.ter the war for 10 years as a prublio
Wwoseoutor and later as generel eouneol foz- an entu'm':lse. Thus, hs is
uniquely <t the same time ‘bns of us” and "one of them, "

Haxasan gets around the caurthouse thoroughly buf. \mobtruaively snd manacses
long arivate 1ndividusl oonversations with all members of the court. These
conversations prove their worth in regard to the espionage charge. On the
one hand, it is ¢lear as the testimony comes to an and that the prosecution
hag not proved the charge as formulated; thare has been no evidence that
Destan intended to establish a base in the Kosmet from which to carry out '
hostile acte against the govermment of Yugoslavia. Om the other hamd, . -~ R
Hajreddin testified that Destan entered Yugoslavia illegally whils in the: . ) BTN
euploy of the Intelligence Service of a Foreign State, and, acoording to the- : I
Lay,  thoee allegations, if accepted are alone technically suffiscient.to .susy ; S
tain a finding of guilty of espicnage., Of course, it does uake a difference
whether the action ls directed ajainst Tito or Enver Hodze amd when part of
the charge falls through, the public prosecutor, s young, soft-spoken bhiptax
decides to drop the rest. He amnnounces to the court that he is 10:1.«51.1:
withdrawing the charge of espionsge. . )

Bxe charge of conspirecy against the State remains, and “conspiracy," in the
lexdicon of Balkan politice ie a serious word. Destan has adoditted memberehip .
in an Albanisn eumigree organisation based in Neén York whigh dreans of.an : o
othnic state uniting all Albanisns and the territorles they inhebit under e i
anti-Commmist rule. . Pirst, both Tito and Enver Hodga uuast be fired and the ’ S
objections of 1D million Serbs of all idaolnm.es, whose holy historical places
lie in the Koamet, overcome. Can this dresu really threaten the existing
et.ate of things? Furthermore, Hasan argues that the -couspiracy' of a ‘little
. : - like Destan Bsrisha who never attended e day of school camnot threaten any
> St.ato—-espec:.my not a state which tolerstes the free wovement of a Croatian’
fasoist like Krwxislav Draganovic, (Belgrade 4 423, December 28, 1967)
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reality of & threat is deteruined by the-state of Lind of the cme threatened and
tho Judze and his asscoistes do mot rolax their conodrn, ' Perhaps tho mob naliss
thea- pr the preblen of precept and exauploewor: perhaps it 1s their'om po-
sition which does .so--Shiptars above.the mass—-wiell-dressed, consucors of the
saingtroan culturo orienting toward apparent’ success.ynbols—tbe party, the
Serbe (seversl of the young Shiptar lawyers spoke Serbo-Croatian when among
theuselves), and yet sharply aware of their wembership in the Shiptar natiem.
Committed to the rightness of the present scheme, they Lust, the more they -
orient outward toward the country s8s a whole, feel tho injustices that are a
part of it. Whereas the hslf cdllion Houtenegrins donstitute a national group,
the shiptars at present writing still count as & winority.'6 Despite the cow-
taitnent. of the Yugoslav govermment to ) investment to underdeveloped areas,
the Kosnet, sterting from e mch smaller o has in relative temis, only been
able to inorease its incowe half as rapidly as Slovenia,” In absolute terus,
the average Slovenian received 1050 KD aore in 1952 than his Kosmet countarpart;
in 1965 this disparity widened to 3091 ED-{1960 values). And even whare inveet-
ment bas bean concentrated as in Pristina, which in 1965 received 3) times as
much inveatmext per capita as Suvs feks; o Deaxrby Tural camuuns of 33,00 inhmb-
itants, poverty is evident everywhere.6 The center of town contains mice aew
governnent buildings but also beggars, shoeshine boys, and young lads who will
carry a ‘gentlenan's bags. Away fron the cemter rise brand new apartients,

but not far froa them crowd togsther raushackle shecks ceuparable to any favela
betveen which hordes of dirty children play among the garbage.:

6. The Shiptars have prossed steadily, and, since the Briond Plenum, with
sole sucGess for greater political and adainistretive power. - According to a
recent article in Politika, they have increased their chare of positions in the
Internal Security organ of the Kosust to 40F, fron a share of 138 Just prior to
Rankovic's ouster. A novement is also afoot to seek a quasi Republican otatus
for tha roglon which is probadly designed to give the majority Shiptars deci~ .
aiw6ﬁolig control. Sse JTS of May 13, 196%, Ps 53. Also Belgrade's A=757 of

" 1960 value of the dinar, wes 375 and 1425 new dinars respectively. By 1965,
the average Slovens's income had increased by 1708 to 3825 now dinars; his
Kozmet countterpart s by 958 to 734 new dimars. Statisticsl Yearkook, 320,
356, : ' . . '

6. Statistical Yesrbook, p. 535.

" But, perbaps the state of the Kodust iy not: tolérate Destan Bersha. :The. '

oo ..-.7..In 1952,.por capite national incase in the Komuet and Slovenis,. using the -
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There are nw apartment bui\dlnpo and;factor:eo. but perhapo the contrast ‘ . RV
becomes ehereby all the more craga-and painful. The judge and his court whe Teoc e '
are ynung communists involved in the englnoering of this change may at times
o . wonder how they are dolng. 9 Is progress going fast enough? Are they pro-
N viding the right kind of leadcrship or will they:later atand accused of having
- been Uncle Toms”® [s Tito's repime really righting the injustices cnffered
historically by the Shlptars at the hande of the Serbs?

A lout:. domlnalte "No" is shouted nightly {rom across the border by Radio . R
Tirana and thus velations with Albania vary between bad and worse. Though : i
Hodza and hie crew of goat herdera provide little immediate threat -- - . : S
political, military, or ecanomic -- they do present the exampie of an ontoiqo - ) .
- . force intervening to seek changes in the status of the Kosmet. The example ) i
' disturbs, irritates, worries and so do others llke Dzafer Deva and his frlelgdu
in the l.eague of Prisren {including Destan Nerisha) who arg\\e that the
Shiptars must separate their future from the Serbs, .

“Thus, as the verdict is mad in a courtroom )ammed with nearly 300 spectator-. . R .
Judge Durmish, neat ani dapper as always in a dark ellk suit with fresh white o Co
shirt and tle, makes clear that the court takes Destan seriously. At length . '

_he recapitu]ate- the Statutes of the .eague of Prizren ‘which call for the: ovecs N . ] T
throw of Tito's authority, When Destan Berisha returned to Yugoslavia and.. : ) P
to the village of Bilusha near Prizren, he returned, not as himself, but as part S B SR
of a movement, and perhaps it is the movemant wbich is now being sentenced. -’ : S
Three and a half years .is'not much time in the life of a "movement" and the -
people seem sincere when they inollt to the Couaul that Destan Rot off euy.,

Comment: At the conclusion of ane day's oeosion. the drafting officer was
walking in the company of Hassan Krieziu toward the hatel along the Prizrenska.
Bistrica, a fast flowing mountain stream which comes down from the Sar

mountains and passes through the middle of Prizren on its way to the White -

Of tha ﬁ.ve principal court' ofﬂce re involved h\ tbe trial of Berlsha (thr
dwtrict court judges, public prosecutor, and judge-invutigator), four were
Shiptars under 35. The reporting officer has no definite proof of their LCY
membership but considers it most likely. Interesiingly once, during a recess . )

. over coffee, a clerk stumbled in with a list of the Party members for the Dig-. ' o
trict Court (apparently people were being asked to sign off in connection with . '

some fund drive). The Consul did not consider ‘it politic to ask for a copy but . : e

got enough of a glance to see-that at leant 20 names were listed .= this number = © . : i
suggests a high rate of membership since during four days in the courthonse ST S
he saw lesa than 15 different people at work, including janitors. i ’
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Drim River and Albania. The day was: blttcr cold. about 20°F, .and in the
middle of the stream stood a Shiptar woman in. bagpy pants (Moslem. dreas)

. teating her- la\mdry againet the icy rockn. Hagsan commented jovially,
"Now.that's an exercise |" The reporting otﬁcer believes that whoover .
determines the destinies of the Kasmet, be it Scrhs, Serbs and Shiptars -
together, tho Shipuu by themselves. ‘of some third parties as yet unheard
from, the. "exerclse'bf ‘ruling/the area will not be unlike that of the Shiptar
washerwoman «« cold, exhathing. and difficult and without rruch guarantee
'tbst the wauh wm come out clcan.
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