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Petition
of the prisoner Gottlob B er g e r, bora 16 July, 1886, in Gerstetten/lusrttenberg

to the

" BIGH COMMISSIONER
of the United States Government in Germarny

General JohrnMc Cloy-

[T AN

Clemency Board, Munich.

Petitioning for

. remitting the rest of my conviction to 25 years v

imprisonment, inflicted on me by Military Tridunal

Fo. IV, Case XL with the verdict of 11 April, 1949,

) I su)_.)mit the following: ' ’ .
. ]

Part I. " ' : .

I should. like to’begin my petition with a letter from Major Genmeral U:u\]’

Arthur W. Vanaman and Brigadier General USAF Delmar 7. Spivey, dated 10 February,

1950,. as an example for similar letters, which I received ‘in prisor. The original’
. - . - : oo

is attached to the 'z«}ngll)iah text, and a“photographic copy is attached to the Gormam .
(3 K - . ’ .

text. . o

Yo . . '
The sentence j"::l , . PR

71t was you who did so: .mxch to safeguard ueand take care of us while

we were prisoners of war,"
exprosses facts, owing to which I con.fidently expect this petition to be mccessful.

In the following pamgraph the words of the above mentioned favourad parsons

themselves will prove these factt_i. . @ ) . .

<

I pe‘rsonall&"restrict myéelf for self-explavatory reasons to a connect;ng'text. L

Preamble ) ' ' . o /
The British Dictator anu. Lord. Protector of the United Be'oublic of Eng,land

Sco:land. and Irelanﬂ. Oliver uromwell, said. once — according tora biogr&ruer -

e R I

to the General Resident )Ministers:
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D5 not use your power sparingly, not there, where you hare to be

severe, but still less where you may be Xind ] ¥

“

I have always endeavoured to act according to these words, and I always strove for

doing Justice to then in nmy attif;ude towards my subordinatas,
It will be of great importance for the result of my petition bow far I succeeded

in this endeavour, and whether the effects zive a trus picture of my character.

A) gersonal Interferig.g in Favour of Foreigners
&

Follow:lng to the treatise of the accusation rega.rdins Count V - Crimes arainst.
dumsnity - the sentence stated:
“puring the last months of the var the defendant Berger - according to
the doéuments‘-. saved the lives of American offlceré and soldi'ers, who
vere in great danger as they were either to be executed or to be )
'g\ treated as hostages, on tie ground of Hi:ler's orderg. .
® By acting egainst the orders given to him arnd takinb steps in favour
¢ " of these men Berger risked bis own security.
Such facte are ahown 'in the following paragraphs l‘ - 7, the reality of which was
recog;xizsd. by the Tribunal, : . ,
| 1. gCongress rf Doc¢tors Barlin-Schvanenwerder

] 3 .
) . o

In auvtumn 1944 after my romination as Chief of _Prisoners::of—\iar Affairs there
wag - ovirg to’ the break~down of trans'por@ and food canditions id cénsecius;ce of
air—r'aids - a",aanif?ary crisis.on the largest 's:-::le in the prisoner~of-var-campe.

From the first 1t seemed to be of no usr\ to ask for action from the }:ighest

.

auchorities - OKw/Eimmler/Hitler. The answer vould have been like it had already

been before’ in’ similar cases: Thé enemies"fﬁ‘amsei\}es bave caused these conditiors

by thei'xj air-raide, why except the prisrners-of—mr of their own natioxiality from

3

: the co usequences?

N : L.

'I'qgether with the German Red Cross and the Delegation of the Intermational Red
Co . ) L3 . '-.' . l‘._'.x - ..
Crogn for 'Gemany I succeeded in.preventing the dangers for the prisoners' lives

a.nd health or at least in moder&ting them. Owing to ay endsavours & congress of

: Germn physicians,” under the leadership of the Chief of the. Foreign Depart:nent of

the Reichsarztemmer in Berlin. Profeesor Dr. med, Helmut Haubo‘ld an:l eight
Amerlcan army doctors took: place in Berlin—Schwanenwerder from 28 X(arclf \mf.il

30 March, 1945, incluslve. The higheat ran}dng A)Eﬂ';ican prisoner—of—war. Brigadier "
. A

ke e

-2 -

o




Summin6 up Itea 20 it reads:

warding off. 1mmea.ma‘ble da.ngers for the prisoners of war. Moreover it was oy wish
a German général with the Russian‘:invasion of Burope. : ' ¢

24 Mey, 1948,

" and nrovided with the seal of the SS—Haupta.mt which read

COPY

General USAY Arthur w. Vansman ani. his staffleader Colonel USAF Delmar T. Spivey
took part in this congress. I enclose herevith the protocol done by these officers ..
together with the American army doctor Capt. UMC Gard..on Keppel, dated 20 March, 1945,
as _ . ‘ »
lppendii 1.
It is supplemented by an affidavit given by Professor Dr. Haubold on 2 July, 1948, .

Appendix 2.

Wl got to know General Berger only in Febmry 1945, when his. -

decisions as Chief of Prisoners-of-War A.ffai,rs were absolutely
\ necessary on account of ‘the deterioration 'c;f the sanitary position.

| At taat time he immediately acted oa the doctors! appeal to do
everything he could for safeguarding the situation of the American

and British prisone'x"s, .as far as special sax_;itary dangers were

DO ¢

. Foncerned.. K.nowing the sanltary broblems which were at stake, he.
'/ . éven wax;ded'off an attempt of Dr. Goe‘u’oels to proh-.i'bil.: t.he bobtdrs'l . ' ‘
CQngreBs at SChwanenwerder, who tried to repri.mand the uerma'n . v
-doctors. He (Berger) gave the order that the Doctors' CODgreas

S ey

should. Ye contlxmed under his protection.'

2. Misslon Venaman and Spivey
During thia Doctors' COngress General Va.nanan and. Colonel Spivey, who were:

i

ny guests. and I talxed in ny fixed quarters franldy about. all difficulties caused '

by the var sit\mtion. Both of them egreed’ in general to nw pr,oposal to save them

from'a da.nger for their 1ives, which Sthey appa.rently had not been eware of and to

return to -the Unlted States in order to take all steps which were necessary. for

.to express with the help of ?hesg two generals my apprehension connected for me as ) . :

This'is proved by thé affidavit of Major General Arthur W. Vanaman, dated

' : Appendix 3, : o
and of CO,lerl Delmar T, Spivey, dated 12 May, 1948,

"

< "‘Appendix 4

I wrote out for the ‘two prisoners—of—war officers a certificate signed by me




co

kil
r

"The bearer of this certificate, General Vanamad (respéctively_

(.‘:B"ionel Spivey) was discharged by me from the German war imprison-

ment and is under my personal protection.” .
I informed gs—Brigadefuhrsr‘ sdhellenberg about this and asked him to issue the two
American officers with a certificate, .which made 1% possible for them to enter
Switzerlend immediately. Dr. Lange gc;t the order to accozpany the two officers
into Switzerland, frdm where ci:h.ey 1ntended to fly ‘vAia Paris to the United States
to hasten the executioz of the medanrea talked .dvar 'b& us, About tvo':Weeks later -
I thought the %two officer.s. to be in Washington already — I hesird that both of them,
according to an order_Hitier—Himmler, had only advanced as far ag Konstanz, where
they sbould serve as a dead ;:ledée and perbaps should be treated as hostages. '
Eeferring to uy or ders and 'being protected by the a‘bove ‘mentioned certificate.
Dr. Lange did not pay ettention to these orders and on my and. his tes;mnsibility
removed ‘both of them from Rimpler'!s power by sending’ them over the sviss border.

These facta are proved by the affida.vit of Studienrat Dr. Hei.nz La.nge. dated

.

24 Februaly, 1948, - . ) ' : : .
- T Appendix 5. .
For the sake of conf:ple..tanes's I may cite Appendix 2, Item 19: -
"Moreover, the question wa:;: discussed if possibly General Vapaman
‘should go himself to Geneva to arrange‘that the _prisonefa—of—wax‘ .
were provided with food and medicaments, and after these negotiations .. _»‘
should return to Germany. General Vanaman seemed to be very sultable . '
.for this task, lmowing from own expe;ig_’g_ence the difﬁculties among th_e
priaonera—ot—vdx. who lived under the unfavourable sanitary co’pd,iti:ahs;_
of the Jerman break-down. General Berger @hén - as far fi_s I knnw -

ordered on his own that General Vanaman apd.his steff-officer could

go to Switzerland before the end of the war without having to return

to Germw v !

“ae N . . "
3. Prisoners of ‘ar Agreement witn generél Eisenhower and the Transfer of Prisoners
:~ 'of War in the Fasgt, .

T
On m}nown initiative I tried by other mesus to do everything to save first of

+all the Anglo-American prisoners-of-war from the great dingers they were exposed

o

to 'b;f 11ving.in the zons of active war operations, . How far I succeeded in.this is

) 'to ‘be seen from ‘the afﬂdavi of the-Secretary of the Swiss Embassy, Max Kunig, ) R

.
. - -

'aaced 10 March, 1¢48, . ) e

Appemlx 6a

—4— o .. ..: 2
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Contrary to the West this could only be achieved for prisoners of war 1iving
in emnps near the Eastern German .berder by a resolution of organising a.{xd carrying
through a transfer by dangerous foot-marches. This very difficult resolution vas
made easier to me by correspoﬁding reiueste of the prisoners of war theaselves,
who' did not want to be ¥liberateds by the Bed Amy, and by the following event:

& Du.ring a surprising advance of the Red Army near Aldrewits the inmates of t:he
American prisoner—o!-m-aamp had to decide whather they ‘wanted to stay or try to
dbreak through the frozen Oder: - They ud not hesitate for one moment and success~
f‘ni].y broke through, after by the guns of Soviot tanks ‘about 200 Americans had been
kﬂled or wouaded, though the camp hnd been clearly uerked with American flags ete. i

At the pleading I was accaeed of having canead starvation and the death ot :
‘mazy thousands of prlsenera-rot-m. because under the most d.ifﬁcglt wveather
conditions the prieoners had to march in two groups without sufficient reat,

__accomodnﬁien, food, clothing and sanitary care. Though I \yae net found guilty .in

this Count, I believe that the reascn of this acquittal -‘o\d.ng to insufficient

g)‘

oroof of guilt - doee not do justice to the actual facta. In Karlsbad a represen~- -
tative of the Swiss Schntmcht thacked me in fromt of the priaonera-ot-m in the
name of their govermente for this d.eed. vhich eaved. the livee of thousande of then. ) 2
In the conception of the OK.V the eaving of the prleonere of war vas not neceee- ‘
. arily the most mportant thing. The pla.ne for one of the groupe vere su.ch that they .

had to paen nwu.nteine, ‘and according to my calculations on the nap and to pereonal

inepectione daily difrerencee of altitude of at leeet 100 n, mstly up to 200 m had

s - to be overcome, It was clear that" many prisonere of war could not cope’ \dth ‘such

- atralne and, thererore. would bave cued on the roetl—eid.e. It i ny personal merit 1
] . - L :
that thie was prevented. All on my own I sent the group th.rough (‘zechoslovakia, ' : ’ ‘
H & N :
whare. eurficient food, security from aireralds and enavleae roads in a plain con.ntry

3
L5

; . gnnranteed. for the s&ving of the prisonera-of—var. The Reichsprotaktor of that
time pmtested energetically against my plans, I was ordered te give a personal
. account. of my otdere. Only after 1 ba.d over—coﬁe the etron"geet resist&nce 1 was " ' ) _;f’
l eu.cceeefu,l. How d.ifficnlt 1t was to get Kitler's pemieelon - and ‘even that only -

by the help of Mreﬂ. Eva Braun - I hope to be. able to explain verbdally to the
Petition“Board. ’ ‘ ' A

s N The fact: the.t their own and German madical pereonnel eteyed with those prisonere~
of-war, vho baing exhausted or 111. could not walk any 1on,_er. shows the character !

of ‘these tran(sfe_ra. Moreover these prisoners were provided with’ sufficient food.

apd medicapents, -According to reliable information, however, not onlyethe German




o
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medical persomnel were shot by the Bussians immediately but also the i1l prisoners-

of-war were ligquidated. It was for this reason that from then on all prisoners-of-

war, who wvere 111 or were unable to march, were sent in advance by cars to military

hospitals or elsewhere for recovery. A's soon as by this means thay were sble to

. wvalk again they returned to their group. All this consequently formed a unique

commnity. I myself saw more than a hundred English and American prisoners-of-war
(Air Force), who helped German families to eacape fr‘c_ml the Red Armi. There w&s 2o

difference at all betveen_ German civilians and allied prisoners-of-war,

3

gresemtion of Western Prisoners-of-War from Ret&llatory Daath by tha _é_ng
American Alr Yorce

+ Already towards the ‘end of the year 1944 and, more emphasized._dnring'the last

-montha of the .war (ead of February, 1945, and later) Hitler had repeatedly given

orders to transfer 'cvery night \5”.000 veétern‘ pris.onera-of-uar to Berlin so that
they would have been liable to ‘beiné illed by their own Alr Force, This appligd
also to‘Genafal Vanagan- and c_planel Spivey. -Hitler .had beer informed c_af the i‘apt
tha‘t Major General Vapaxan nsd oncebeen Air'Force .Attache in Berlin apd bad been

a personal friend of President Boose-volt, This caused Hitler to make Major Gemeral

»Vaxini.nan and Staff-Officer Colomel Spivey hostages, When I t;ane to know this I

invited both of them to pa_rtié_ipate as my guests in the Doc,}a?\\i' bongrens in Berlin, ot o

" which actually bad _notl.:;ing to do with them. My persomal pro/to)'tion meant safety to

them,:snd when after the D'o.t_:toraf Congress - see Item 1 ~ I/dant them to Switeerland

1 4id this main:iy because I wanted to save them from the fate of the Fremch Gen.era.l'

&,

Hesney, == .

© Similar ordera - like those tor Berlin - had been given to further tovns, for

ey

which thare was the danger of permanent aib-raids. nnd the Amorican officers and.

corporals had ‘boen selected‘ individually. : . Y

il
Pt

Fully- nvaro of the connequencas aad irrespective of my own aecurity I diaoboyed R R

those orders. X .stayed in :Berlin nynelf because this was the only poaaibuny of

» . "

protecting tho nrlnonerl—of—var. _.', L . T .

2

Thepe’ circnmsta.ncee are described in the a.ffidavit of an officer of the Fimnish

Board oI Bealth. Kr. Felix Kersten, dated 18 October, 1948 in
, ' - . Appendix 7,
Paragraph -H o : ’ = . .
n'in the. beginning of Dacember 1944 Kimmlar told. me that he had boen

e

1n£orned by Kitler that 5, 000 English and A.merican oﬁicers and

corporal: ‘should be shot as x‘eprissls on xnglinh aml Amarlcan
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agroplaneas, vhlcb.firad at German 'é;vilians.

Himmler said that General Bergerv had. been ordered to' carry out those
axecutions, but that he (Berger) had disobeyed and mot done it..

.Himlgr was very excited and said furthermore that it was colossal

that & SS-General did mot obey the Fushrer's orders, and that he

ahould 1ike to take this matter up befors a ¥ar Tribusal for \
mﬁtiny. But the var situation at that time wag'very severe, and '
thsrof;re he did not. vant to make such a fuss a‘bouf it and wig g‘qix_;g

to leave it until the end of the war."

5. The.Rescue ‘of Prominent Prisoners-of-war from the Danger ofl Beinz Killed as Hostages

2

Opposed to one of Hitler's orders and “stkking ny own life I transferred American
and Brglish pr’isoners-of-uér and a group of high-ranking Polish officers to Switzer- '

land, who bad been in the seme danger as the two American’ officers, General Vanaman

N ’ I E T t
and Colomel Spivey. 1 wanted to ’aave thom aleo from General Mesney's fate, and I

was guccessful. As avidence I. attach: . < ’ X
-? mny own affidavit with uppendix asted 16 April, 1948,
’ e ' Appenlix 8,
 Lord Elphingstone'n affidavit, dated 23 March, 1948,
_ Appentu[x %
a letter ijon:thousﬂ.ss Anbassador Dr. " Peter Anton ]?‘eldsche;..
'aac.d‘lo' Mareh, 1948, - 0 : _ |
' ' Appendix 10} . R _
en affidavit froa Dr. med. Kuft xmnse. dated 25 March,’ 1948, ) .
’ Appencux 11, : g R
~The aa'ne apblies to a group of 35 OOO-Anglo-Anerican prisonoi-s‘-éf-var. who, ‘ '
accord!.ng to Hitler'o person.al ord.er. _were suppoced to be sont as dead. pledge into C

the "Fortress of the Tyrol* and to lose their lives together vith his last

a'dherentc. ' : : - . ;
3 . . ' - ’ : . ‘s - .
6. The Hescus of Two US-Pilots, who had Made a Forced Ianding, by Risidng My Own Life S

. The vitneaﬁ Dr. lpplnauer deacribed. in his statement (Prot. German 8328, . .
Enelhh 8140) how'1 rescued an a.uied air-pilot from the rage of owing to air-raids
. on their lmnes aztrumely excitad Bernn civuians. "} ) .

It id hard.ly hnaginable. vhich rcvolting atmsphere I had. to fsce by this actlon,
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against the origimtoro of /this distrass, and the éxtremely strained instincts of
reprisal seemed to have svept away &ll order and human propriety. The American
serge&nt. wvho had to make a forced landing, seemed to be the victim of all those

\ . iy,

feelin.ga. Without ny nterfering he undonbtedly would have becono the victim of this

« fury and vonld. have been exposed to the mob-lav. For a_single person the rescue ot

the American sorgeant Irom danger to 1ife was possible only by risking my own lu‘e.
I tried to beat the masses, and I ‘succeeded.
This event is confirmed by the affidavit of the Reich Youth Leader of that

- time, Mr. Arthur Axmamnn, dated 1 March, 1948,

character (Prot. German 6411, English 6411/42).

o  Appenddx 12.
Horeovef 1t 1a stated that om our way through the burning Ber].in the raging
masses tried once more to get hold of ths American aergeant. when they recognized
hm in ny car, Again I had ¢o riak ny 11!0 to protect him from the !‘uriou :
‘civiliana. In my fixed qmteru I gave him food and arranged that he was sent into

the rospactive prisonor—of-\mr canp. _
As witness in my own case I described upon my oat'h a second event of -muir

s

7. Radica]l Re-Organization of the Eastern Prisoners’ Livi;_ng Conditions

During the trial the Prosecutional Board tried to depriciate the from 1, to
6x nentionedi me&sﬁ_i'os ~ which pértly bad only been guoted as examples - for purely .
lpoculative .reasons., 'It is, however, very easy to p.erceive from the simultaneous

imptovaments of the terrible fite the chiet prisoners-of-war until then anf:tered

from, bow mch I was concerned abont the priaoners' lives, )
5
a) mho poverix_:g of the Witneaa Karl Je Albrecht with Special mmtteddj

Authorizationa. . )

¥ One of the vory £irat things I did after I had been made Chlef of the Prisoners-

'.of-'.u.r A!faira=vao to appoint to my personal adviger the author of the 'hook "J.‘he

Betmyod Socialim' who was a witness in the trial,
lerechc waa nnt "somedody®.’ Sevéi-al‘times hegbad addressed memomnd\ms to’

; an high authoritiea. "which dea.lt vith eastern labonrera and eastern prisonera-of— :

var: to the Ministry B.osonberg. to che OKW ‘to Dr, Ley, the leader of the Deutuche
Arbeitsfront to. the Reichspropag&ndaniniatermm and to the nuthorized person for

the labour program. In these morand\ms hs asked. categorlcally for agu&lity of

right.n for tha -sastern peoplo, realirzation. ot all practical consaquences follo\d.ng

this fundamental principlo. the same rights for eastern labourers and priwners

rg %n;n}ramjozg of alljinte

rnal affairs
o

ag for ‘western prisoners-of-war, and foxgrq

R G

K R
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Sertaend o g

on a democratic bases, The esteenm he had for the eastern paople was linked in the

memgrandums with a vex"y cloér oppoaitionﬁagaingt the Bolsheviat ideclogy in the

reality of the Soviet systea.

Thia is quoted 1a order to provo th&t by appointing Albrecht to =y peisonal

adviger for all problemn concerning the ea.atern pruoners I never intended to ensure

nyael! of the tavoux of the Bolshwists in the case of a Gorman da:toat.

|\I

i : -
This re-organization vae at tha same time a unique and permanent riot egainet

the until then exiating doctrine.of the Party. I was qﬁite aware of the fact that

T could be sent to a concentration camp daily. Hitler himself threatenod me vith

t.hlo poasibility sovera.l times. 3ut at that time I was not yet aware of the conse-~

qmcen, wvhich are now ven. known to the vhole world.

L9

The Principal goatures of the Great He-Organigation.

Albrecht had told me everything he planned to do for the mail problem of tie

Rusaian priaon;i-n according to the equality of rights. and I was of the same opinion.

Without any hesitation I had given hin faf-reaching aunthorities for the realization

of his prt;gi-aa.

S

As a witness.in the trial he etated upon his oath:

Tun$ll tha end of the war, 6

"Berger gave me \fR.\l 1ibverty of action. He Jmew my personal attitude,

and I saw that }é wvas really full of compassion for these pecple.
=/ .

Berger 1s a youth educator .'by profession, and being a teacher he has

‘probably an exceptiomlly good heart. This is what I always noticed

hd .
\=

rollovin.g his orders I fornad. together wlth Russisn pr* soners-ot—var.

' whon ho ha.d :lischarged a ata.ff. the so-called Landesgeigene

nsp_ek‘tion .........”
G

Furthermore the stat&sent‘ reads; ' T o

~

"y nade the prdposél and,‘I carried it out that in many German
industrial ﬂrmn ao called Landaaei.gana Ingeniaurburoa vere

ostablished. Reliable cngineera. technical specialiato from the
]

vcampe “of aastarn prisoners-of-mr were diacharged and enployed as

frea \-orkers in' a 80 c&ued xéndeaeigena Igganiegbur 1n those

.factories.

<

Rag&rding the og\mlitz of rghte of the eastern prisoners coneggondigg ‘to the

conditiou of the western prisoners it aays-

R

"O\_'mg. to an order, given: by..-Dr. iLey), -who. took. care-of -tbe.living.. .

conditions in tha prisoners-of-ver and eastern labourers camps,

§
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ﬁnro existed a so called eastern and a western Eaintemce. This
order was given in sgreement with the army and originated from
Hitler. The lsbourers from the western countries and ﬁ.rst of all . . .
the western prisonera—of-m were treated fai batter, vhereas the
helpleas eastern priaomrs were very bédly treated, because they did
not bolong to the International Red (ross. ’
Berger ordered me to treat the priaonera—of—var and labourers from
" the eaet»accqt‘ding to the 8830 principles as the veatern priconers-
"y of-var. He had to obtain in advamce the consent of the ﬁigheet
‘.I.eadership' of the Reich, which was very difficult, indeed.” )
The labour prograa was re-organized righf' from the bottom:

s

"Aganingt the wish of the Deutsche Arbeitafrcit Berger succeeded in

. unn:lx_:g'all eagtern prisoners-of-war and labourerg in the big A

. .‘ . D)
- factories by the above mentioned Russian engineers' offices. The
Basaian people executed urder .their own leaders the plans of the

éermana. The ready-wade goods wore glven to the Germans, and the
¢« Russians and Germans figured out togeiher the wages.®
I drew ;};cial attention to the medical care. I appointed to the chief doctor for .
the eaé\tt;r'n prisoner,s-ofiwar an experienced .atat‘f-suz;goon. who khad for 18 years
been the successful fcb.ie:t dd'::tor of a"big ;pa. naferring.to “this fact Albrecht'Q

statement reads:
'shg).c':ok anaian primner—of-ur doctors and medical persoml fron

‘tho canps. ﬁdseifgblished special sickkbaya - for lnptance a specia.l

department for T, .]!.. in the caaps of eastem prisonera-or-nr. The |

A
5S-Bauptem$ gave: the nec\aasary medicaments. which wera to be bhad

pnowhere elee, and which only Berger could. get bold of. xverybody elao' :

aam- . -"‘!here i1s not aven sufncient for the Gemampopulatton. Kov

\ a2 -

can ve give our few medicanente and equipments to theae eastern peoplot' K
‘.'L‘Ims Berger .did 8ll he cotz.ld with regard to the medical care in order - ) . .

' to help. to, prevent epidexicn, to reduce dineaaes, and to help the 111 L.

s peopla to recover. - s s

* H
} J €

A
B.egarding the ro—organizat.ion of diacipiinary matters and patters of conmlsints the

. "sta.tement says:

'Everyvhera in the prisoner-of—vnr camps I established 80 called courta

s

'oi‘ commdaa."" ‘l'hey cohaiste& o sold.iers of the Rad A.rmy. otficers,
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“
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who in the event of offences in the camps could act accordingly."

Whenaver persons, who for evil reasons were

fagainst humaxﬂty in the camps, because then thé saviet agitation
would bkave broken down, tried to set agains,tjthis humanity the
Bussian prisoners—of-wvar themselves always asked for the transfer
of guch people. into another canp And thin vas alvays done for the
sake of order and peace.in the camps and 1n the nterest of the

Rusaian pri soners-of-var themselveosn.®

"~ @ the qb.estion. whether there was ill-treatment of the prisoners-cf-war, and if I

knsw abon't it and let 1t occur, the wit'neés lereché answered that he knew quiée a

. lot of such occurenceu of ill-treatuent, exploicauon and enslavement from the time I

v,

before I had an,rthing to do with the prisoners—of—v&r affaira’

'Infgn.y memorandum I complained about several ot these cases, and.' I
drev the attention to them in conversations with Rosenberg, Speer ud

Goe'bbels. in the Reichsand. Parteikn.nzlei and 1n 1octureu nt ofﬂcers'

:-\meetings. Bnt all this was done in vain; at that tine there wag nobody

of-war sffaire in thair areds, (Wehrkreise). S . T
" : i o
The wltregs Albrecht describes how the firat\neauures vere taksn and what tbe ﬁ S
o . \N . < ¥ o
consequ_anceo were: & w\ ] e i Y

o

\

“u

) _mrovement of oonditione for the grisonera-of—war had been carried )

: out. the same. had to be done for the mstem la’bourers. In the . .

“

vho said- I sball see to it that thig will never happen again,

Only later. vhen. by tho Emlene_!_.gene Inggcktion, vhich we had estab-
lished Berger learnt that even d.n the beginning of his t!uno the
aituation waa utill the same, and -when we told him nbout several cruel
actions of some Gemana. Berger immediately atopped it, taking the
aaaiatanco of the Geman orﬁcer of the court. who was at hia diepoaal.

or of:thé courta ot the *ganeraln. wvho Here in charge of the prisopers~

'Folloving to my proposal Berger h.ad. diacnsaloza vith '5peer. the | ¢
)(ini.,ter for Arment. with Dr,. Ley from the Deutsche Arbeitsfront =
and hin nain reprosentative Dr. Hupfauer, to the ef;‘ect that it waa

tried to txjeat the eagtern ps_ople';in the six biggéﬁt factories::of : L€

Berlin, vhich bad many 'eaatez:n 'labonrera, according 'to those new

method.a. About 15,000 were treated for sevsral months according
RN R
to thaao,points ‘of viev. It was a naner or course that a.fter the

¥

T
t - =

factories both eastern labourars and. easteru prisoners—of—uar did y.(?

the eame work on the ‘same place.”

/
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I~" '
After the end of the war the witness Alb;‘lecht received many grateful letters
7 .

"from eastern prisoners~of-var. At firat former ;Ruaslen officers had been witnesses:

in the course of his denazification. (Ee ha‘s been declared to be not the concarn

l.

of the statute.) l(aanvhile

“there came also confirring letters from abroad: from American and

Austria, which all expressed the gratitude of tho.aa formerly helpless

people.”
The above mentioned re-organirzations are co_pﬁrmed by the affidavit from my
former Staff-Leader of my. staff Chief of Prisoners-of—ilar‘af:aira. Colonel Meurer,

dated 5 July, 1950,
Appendix 13.
xS

B) Keasures Againat Prosecutions for Political, Racial and cuniessional Heasons
: . Beyond my Official Dutxea .

) It .19 o"nJ_.y conditionally right that my readiness for actions against orimes’
against numanity and aga.“ins;. intentions directed agailnst humanity was 'restrict%l :
to -t.h.é lasf monthe Af the war, as tho Tribunal 'stated in the quotation of the _
verdict given under A). When I wae appointed to the Chief of tha-Pri‘eonera;of-\far
Affairs there was opened to me & large sphere of activity for peraonal actions i.n
favou.r of western and qf:stern prieoners-of-var, The innermost readiness, hovevar.

had aivays ‘been there and was shown whenever 1 met any injustice.

- : R 3 -
The following events have already been éeecribed to the Trib\m_al: they were,
however, not at all éomsidered by the vardict becausse it seemed that as evidence

;E ‘ . they had no Judicial ralation “to the concrate charges of the Prosecutional Board,
1. Assistanca for Norvegian Students. i
In the a.ffidavit of the Otficer of the Finniah Board of Health, Mr. Felix
Kersten, dated 18 October, 1948, attached as Appendix 7, it reads; .
'Moreover I should 1like to nention that General Berger several tines
ansisted. the Scand.inavle.n ccuntries, especially the Horvegian students,
“ b "and that he alwa,ys supported By endeavours as strongly, aa he could,
Terboven had impriaoned 8 la.rge number of xorvegian studenta and

. =sent them into the concentration camp Buchenwa.ld. After a diacussio.n
' . with Berger he declared himaelf ready to help imediately. and he was
O ... very- upaet about Terboven's actions. ' Berger succeed.ed in aett\ing the

’ stud.ents f{ee.nand he transferred tham to:a training-camp at Sennheim.

where they - as far ag the situation.of that time allowed - were fed -

and treated well." .
: ' )

é"’*”f&.s,

i

@




. disposal for this purpo se. It will further be well known that these students

' were saved and sent back to Norway. Mr. Kersten atates in his a!ﬁdav:lt- ' f .

" esteen I had for the life-work of ehis u.uique man, and the =poli.t;i.(:al contrariety of

of the Robert Bosch GmbH. dated 6 Harch. 1948. This afndavit deala vich a

;.

coryY

It will be i'el;zembered from the trisl that these students were members of the
Norvegian resistance movement and were brévght to Germany in springhlsu by order
of Terboven. In spite of Himmler's resist I succeeded in setting free the -
Yorvegian stndents and. made it possible thet they could study at the universities L |

of Freiburg and Keidelberg. A monthly amount of 35.000.~ BM was placed at their

'Berger was very upset abont Terboven's actions in Nomy and called.

it a disgrace to civuizaeion.'
l N e
i -

2. . Support of Help Coming from Abroezd. 3.
Ip Appendix 7 Mr. Felix Kersten confirms the following: , Co .

'Miu the yeé.rs;-1943/45 I worked for the rescue‘of people according
to ‘inst_rnctionsvl had received from t-'.he Swediah Government and ﬂ}e- b
Ja\;ish Worlé.bongress in Now York, It wasfny _;baak to set free from
the German concenhtra.tioq cam"ps as many people as 'fossible,-{.ﬁ.nd .in
this I was very actively supported by Generu Berger. In £his .
connaection I may mention that I succeeded in setting free 3,500
'Jeva. whom I sent’ to Sveden. On the whole about 20,000 peoplo . ; : v,
\yate figed by my actions and sent to Swedein. : \ 2

3. Aasistapce for Pobert Bosch and hig Factory, esneci&lly when He Was Persecnted

Polltical and Racia; Reasons,

My respect for the Stuttgart industrialist Robert Boach was bYased on the high

that time did not affect ny opinion: In the hedrts of all wuarttemberg people he
held a place. which the National SOGisliats\envied him. and they meant to zet rid of
th? pegple's attitude by confiscating his firm,
"1 attach' e;a .. ) ' a
Appendix 14 o ‘ v

an a.ffidavit of Mr. Hans ’falz, the then being prosident of the board of directors

mechanicia.n of the firm, who had been sentenced to death, ard vith Hans Walz himself: -

Ia the first case ny endeavours for pardoning were succegsful, in the second case 1

was as well successful in pro tecting Mr. Yalz ftom a trial for high treason before

tho'People';-cour* I also asaisted ur. Bosch'e f!‘iencls. Though I could not save

. ury Fuerlute

the govermnent architect Mr. Pischer from a several months! imprisomont in a con~ -
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they had taken part in the attempt on BHitler's 1ife, I could at least save thea from
death by being hanged. In this ccnnectioﬁ ¥r. Walz states the following:
"It 1s mainly Berger's merit that I am still alive, Berger was by
thie a real protection for the firm of Mr. Bobert Bosch. Whenever
I asked for his assistance Qitl{'regard to Mr. Fischer, Mr. Hahn and
Mr. Schlosstein he declared.positively that he would protsct the firm
as much as he could, He would always be ready to do everything to
protect the firm from the political control of the NS-Party.!
This gtatemént is coﬁlrmed 'b:,'_ the affidavit of the govermment architect
Mr. Albrecht'Flacher, dated 2 March, 1948,
. & Appendix 15,
which reads: ) . )
Ul may, therefore, state that 1 'was saved from the deagh senten.ca and

roleased from the concenf.ralt_ion camp only ow}ng to Mr. Berger's inter-
ference.ﬂ\jhom I did not know 'personally at that time. On ny 6pixiion
he had done this on1$' for human re&sons."

‘The J‘eviah race has never baen a creterion to me to diminish the rightsof a

- * free citizen in a free country. Thia is shown by the affidav;t of the ‘bu,ainess-—gnan

; Willd Schloeatein. dated 4 March, 1948,

} Appendix 16, - S T L P4
I was. quite aware of the persohal risk when I - } - 9 e A '_“\\\
"nanaged' the enigration to America of the German Anti-fascist-Mr, A ‘
. Pulkovaki and his wife, who vere living in Hollapd. (I 414 not imow.
, n;" o fhé “counle pe;gbmuy.). Mrs. Pulkoweki was of Jewish descent. “ They L Do
1 . | emi"grated v';: '(:}emany and Switzerland." . ' ’ '
Mr. Schiosatein's mprisonmen{ owing to hiéa pérticipgtion in the attempt on o o,

r i " Hitler's life on 20 July, 1944, stresses the meaning of his statement that witbout

P

ny interference . )
! Meseesss he and probably his vife &lso (h&lf-Jevish) would not be : v M

e nli.ve today. ) ’ .
R Taw oy L : ) .o

v "
: . a

: ] - ] 4, Personal Actions égainst Peraecutions for Confessional Reasons. ’ R

P

: . I'attach as EE
S : , B - Appendix 17

Trww the affidavit from Mr. Felix Olpp. dated 5 March, 1948. !‘ron this &fﬁdﬂvit one "
Ny
can clearly perceive the danger tha Catholic Oberjager Eosp was iq becuuse"‘

Catholic faith, when I helped him ‘1n 1941. .
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"Though I did nct cgrae at al},‘ with Berger's poli"tical attitude I
mst admit t_hat he behaved e:?cenantly from both the buman and official
poinf.' of view in the case of Kosp. I am st11]l of the opinion today
that our O'berja.;er Hosp probably \vould hc.'ve dled in a concentration
" canp 1f. it had not been for Berger's great assistance.®
‘The laffidavit of the clergyman Friedrich Schroter, ‘dated 19 December, 1948, see
'  ippendix 18, -
nay serve for enothex" descziption of my attitude, I 4id not kn%:v this Protestant
clergyman and his comrade \mf.n the latter -asked me for help. I did not hesitate
, %o heln ix'mediately. Mr. Schroter was get free from Gestapc imprisonment, and I
. saved hin 'rom ‘a trial that hsd already started, charging hlm vith the sedition
of the vigorous wish for mental 1ndepend.ence of the German people. I am stul
very glad about thia decd. today, because Mr. Schroter's attitude was a ‘capital
crime, . ' @ . i
- Mr. Schroter clo ses his affidavit with the statement:
llt As my Christian duty to let the Court know about thia noble-minded
deed of Mr. Berger, in order to prove in public Berger!'s buman

" attitude.*

Part Il. . "ﬁ ? . i

The !olloving part will give a short survey of ny peraonal 1ife apd of the
mental, pbysical and. wantcd factors, which ahov the motive powers :t‘or ny actions
~and. neglects. Thia part vill shov as vell vhy I believe that my character and -

the circumstances of my being in the past a.nd present time do at least not speak

agalnst the mercy I am aaking for.
U Py "

* 1. pescent snd Family. R .

I vas born on 16 July, 1886, in Gerstetten/Weerttemberg. -y father vas a

éaz‘pénter aﬁd.oirﬂq,r of a sawn:iil. : Hy' father's=f1m- is, at present m.naged by an
. y
eldef brother of mine. : My fathex; comes from an old fa.mily of workmon. ny mother

~from & farm‘ef's fanily. I had. '?r brothex:s and sister, 4 of whom are sbi.ll alive-
""2« of my brothers were kllled in the First World. War'. one of them emigra.ted to

Ametica and aied as a citizen of the United States. We 8 children were.brought
o . o

up in humility and reapect to The Lord.
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2. Fduecation and Profession,

According to my own wish I attended the training college for teachers at
Burtingen froia 1910 till 1914 after having finished. school. This college is N
similar to a monastery school and is known.not oaly in wuerttenberg. I passed my
first official exsmimation there, and aftor a special course in Retel I passed
the school leaving exmmination in 1916. ZFrom 1919 till 1921 I was employed as
teacher at the training college for teachers at Lichtenstern. ‘Thia college vae
under the auspices of the church. Durin, that time I attended special training
courses for"eporte at first in Stuttigart, later at the Academy of Sports at

'
Spsndav. Moreover, I attended lectures on history, physiology and psychology.

Having been provided with all the above mentioned knowledge I worked !or 13
yoars rirstly as chie:t master in my home town Geretetton. and from 1929 on as
hesd-master at Wankhein, near Tubingen. In my home town they 8t11l tell storles ‘

- about the time, w\'lhich was the happilest period of my lifa. _ .
. After I had been elected Government Inspe::tor of Schools at Esaslingen and
. head-master for the voc_ational': training of young teachers, I was appointed . i

Insp’eotor of chmou/;n the Wuerttemberg Board of Edu.oaoion" oa 10 Octobe.r, 1935.
: I managed the depa;;ent of sports and the Wuerttemberg Academy of 'S};oi-ts succoss--
mw. ’ ~:, . N - A

Dieregarding all chengoe in the past I still enjoy the rep_txtafion of a good : .

youth educator, devoted to my duty. This respect was still given to me in prison

2

e by the sworr statement of the present President of the Wuertt, -Bad, Board or - )
' . Eduoaeion. ‘Hr. Theodor Bauerle, dated 13 March, 1948 vhich was entered into tha L e ‘=, .
s
Coxu't documente, : ' ' .,
' Appendix 19, ' '

w ) ’ b 3. !ilitai_-x §ervice and F\_u-_tber Militarz Career.

* . My-l1ife was given a military character by the eXperience of arny life and

co:nradeahip du,ring the First World Var: I entored the army voluntarily, beceme oL .
_ ' officer in: the reeerve. and ves wounded four times, once dangarouely Later 1 '
* k‘ : became an active oi’ficor., a.nd was pronoted. first lieu.tenant before the end of the oar;
o »
; o ) . When the Gomn Amy was re—eata‘bliahed on 1 July. 1935 I became’ captain. took *
Wt TG e -Part ‘in nevere.l military manoeuvres, and vas promoted. )(Bdor in 1936 and lieutenant- 2N :::.- i, ",\ Sy e mea

:'.': colonel in the reserve in 1939. At the outhre&k of the Second World War-1 was

. ..‘ traneferred from the army to° the SS. vhich happened -1 may add - automatica.lly.

. During the Second World War it was my main task to organize the recruitnent

" of ‘'volunteers for the Waffen-SS: I‘irstly vitb.in Germany and ],egor:bxf

2wt
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d.anger not only to. Gemany and, ]:u.rope but to the whole civilized vorld..

approval or the govern.ment of the country I‘uerttemberg. m;- defence wag su'bt')r'—

coryY

Germanic and Romsnce countries of the neighdourhood. The frclmt activity of the
Zuropean voluateers in the Waffen-35 was limited to the fight against USSR, My
work was interrupted several times, when I took pare in the ’t_aattles at the front.
My last ‘mﬂitary rank was that of a General of the Waffen-SS.

During the Second World War I was wounded three times - once dangerously -

[ and was twice buried under ruins in Berlin. Owing to this I had & concussion of

oy brain. aml an injury of the spime, and I am still suffering from pains at vpresent.

) 4. Family Life. .
On 23 April, 1921, I married Kiss Msria Dambach, Our married life was a very

happy one. We had 4 children, 2 sons and 2 daughters. Ny eldest son at the age

‘of 20 was killed fighting the Red Armmy as captain. My eldest dnughtei-. who vaa

mrried. died under very traglc circumstances after having givea birth to a child
1n Siebenburgen. N
. Qur aon-in-law was also k:llled in\.\o 'fight against Bolshevism, and our first

grandchild, being an orphan, was, therefore, brought up in our home. .

, Se lfe Prasent Situation of My Family,

. My vife and I lost all o\u' property by an nir—raid. The money we had, had
been depo nited at the’ Berlin Stadtbank, We lost it as well, together with the
fow neceeaary things we had bought again, when the Soviets occupied Berlin in
1945; Today ny wife has a -ghop of vorks of arts and cr_aft,e and thus earns her _ ) f
living -and that of our two children, our ﬁrst grandehild and the not yet one
year old child: of our secon.d. daughter. vho ig also & widow. uy wifo is: su.ffering

fron a gall-bladd.er-. ‘dipease alr_sady for yenra. Her eyes are getting worse ) ' _

co‘nata'ntly; which 1s of cmu'se a gr?at hapdicap for her needle-work. The;doctora

ad.viae\l her scrongly to undergo ‘an operation of tha gall—bladder. but she cannot

. leave her fanily - even Ior a short time - because she. 1s the only MOney-earner, ¢ . .

v

VG : )(y Political Paat. g, L . .

All ny actions and noglects were dus to two factorn' The !ront experiencaa

£l

I ‘of tho First World war and. the percaption of tbe Communist Doctrins as a deadly R

. T8

In npring 1919 I put wp a vol\mtary d.efench.,Sor Wuertt, ~Hord vith the’

dina.te to .tho Vuerttonberg d.emocratic government and fought aeveral timos riots’
. e [ t‘.’»"

of the right and left wing. Thia defencé axisted nnm. 1923 and' vas q};ﬂﬁ\e

"Schwabenbanner". . :"" : ) - “é'}"» ﬂs&‘,ﬁ% {:
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In 1931 groups of the :Pubingen students asked me to help them fight ageinst
‘the steady 'lncrease of Communists., These students, who had a natiopal attitude,
had joined the only active counter-organization. the SA. I did the same, and by
i thi;; b;can;e simul tanaously a member of the NSDAP. This step, by the way, was
known and approved by the government of. that time. I was the leader of that SA -
group for the following years, a..nd. thex!le ﬁave nevar been any riote. We managed
to avold all battles and bloodshed, -
~ VWhen the doctrinal influences of the "big shots® of the Party became stronger
aﬁd stronger, I vas dismissed fl_'oxnl.the' SA on X June, 1933, because I vas of‘a
different opinion. My ﬁat ranic 1§ the SA was that of an honorary.standartenfuhrer:'
From 0ctober. 1934. till September. 1935. I did not 'belong to the Party. : .

i ¥

, % on 30 Januuy. 1936 I was mad.e honorary leader in the SS as an appreciation

-t of my qnccesafnl work for the Huert.temherg Acedemy of Sports. ‘I was a member of

the General SS nntil the end of the war, L _
B2 S During the yesrs 1938 and 1939 the SS-Hauptamt had been divided into-several .. ¥

pé\rts. The nost 1mpottant departments. which until then had Justified the name s - “'

i

g of a nain—office. had become 1ndependant. These departments had. dealt with admin- : :

TS B
. . . “

ietration; personnel affairey Ju.riadict*on and tactics.. They vere from’ th.en on
1ndepen4en§ main-cfﬁcenx \WHA SS—Personalhauptamt SS-Bauptamt SS: Gericht - S8

I\I.hru;nkahanptamt. Olwing to ny orgenisatory talentg I was Bppointed. Ghief of the .. : ) .
Ss-mnpmt for the re-organization of this o{ﬁce onl April 1940. This re- 8

-

% organizauon was of a toler&nt character, which vill be seen from

e ‘a; , Appendix 21 - 20,
which is an exposition\ written by the university teacher apnd army psychologiat
b

a

Prof. Dr. Eckacein. vho\ bad nothing to do with the SS. It ia a fact that no

. N . )
- 3

‘member of my"area. has ev\;r been hhefore 8 tri’bml becauae of war crines .or crimes

»

i

4 against humnity. neither at an allied. nor a Germn court o:t j\xstice. inclusive

’ B
o dmzificat;on boards, : . o
S E C ' s @y

T . N 7. xy Eraaent Opinion of thejast and the i‘nt\u'e.

Ny ! Eistory ha.s given 8 verdict to my former political views as & Bational Socialist.

r,,.!.

Itrvoul& have been batter for f.he world and bumanity if there would: hava bean &

T . stateaman in .y native country and in the ueighbourhood oving to vhnse peaceableness .

&

and wigdor’ it would: bave been possible thac all free mtiona by \mited efforta of

o

1nte11ect anﬂ. vill-pcwer vould have been able to repulse Bolahevism. : %i@ 2w

I did not know anything’ abou.t an organized gystem of thosa crmea.‘vhich(‘

=3 . Y
o N SRR Y
became known to the worid by the trial ‘befo:a_ the lnternationnl Military Tri\bdnal X
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Vhenever I met anything that was wrong I fought it. 1In gemeral, however, I was of
the opinion that those were eccompan:ing phenomens of temporary: charscter, which
are usually the comsequences of a revolution and a natiomal re-organization.
Pe;:eona.lly I went oy way with an heneet heart and Aclean bands, having the
only wish to serve fhe general velfare., I mever beld any position in the NSDAP,
end in the S5 I never streve for such for personal ambition. Many actions aud
neglecte of the eirclee I had Joined by enten'ing the NS-Party end .the SS seemed
wrong and ei:nosf untienrable to me., But the idee, vwhich made me overlook all this,
vas to do as much as poseible as a eo:‘ldigr and as a human being to save my country
ﬁ:ore the danger of :Bioleheviam. and I ;hink thie idea was not importent for Europe
' only. 1 could mot be '1naetive :beceu.e'e of some things I disliked in view of a . -
danger to life, and I believe that today I my‘etill be of the sams opinion. Iike .
at hthe tinfe"%'before 1945 1 ;nn see only one great danger for all of us: The World .
Bolshpvisa. u1 opporent cou.ntri.ee are in the procese of a re—organizat:.on, e.nd.. '
’ i eo;;‘eqnenuy there vill. ’be ma.d.e mieta.kee. I peraonally am against these mistakee
and I. fight chem. and I believa that the whole German nation dislikes’ then But
thaf. seems to me to be of no importancs in comparison vieh ny readiness to forget

all resentments for one task* The removal of the :Boleheviet Danger to.the World.

* S . 8. Abouc the Freedom I ask to Begain

v

should I regain Xy freedom it will be devoted to the 'benefit of my family,
2 ahﬁ 1 \:111 earn a living for ny wife, my children and my grendc.hudren. In oy

father'e sawmill I vill find a ‘Job, vhich will enable me to -do thia.

I paid very heavuy for the experiencee I have 1n the resistance againct the o

Boleheviet aggression. but I believe that these experiencee are of great value,
. v h
i ' I ‘studied the people of the large Russian countrz and came to lmow their character

very well. From the political and historical mistakes the National Socialiet ‘ .
leadere"hid in tr;eting tﬁeee ‘people wrongli I learnt what to do. I am still o =
convinced that the civilized conntriee are threatened by extemination. It there . _' R
‘will not be fomed a united. defense - regard.lese or all former quaz-rele - which .

18 prepared to act immediately. the end of culture and civilization hae d.oubt- S
‘ 3 : x _
leeel come, - : v ’ - L,
y . L &,,, - )
Bverybody uill he.ve to take part in thie defence with all .his power. Should.

3

1 be callad I voulst have to go already for tha reason that ny son end eon—in-lav " _

‘ and one- nullion of Eumpenn eoldiere in the SS—-unifom have been killed in the

« fight against Bolsheviem. In view of this terrible dnnger of Stalinlam I do not

five yoarse




' of the Pz?‘isoners-of—ﬁsr Affairs, bed nothing to do with fhis plén. .I:-‘,did. not even

' with the agreement of 1929, with all matters of the

B 'Schutzme.cbt end aasistant orga.nizationa, and vith all
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Part III.

i

I have no right to discuss in this petition for mercy the legal questions of

my verdict with the belp of legal arguments.
It is my :lntention to submit in the pext parsgraph new facts and new eﬂdence

7

in view of some vercucts of guilty. and to prove that owing to facts these verd.:lcts\ .

were not right. I hope that the Board will have a right understanding of this

intention as it was the case with the judge Mr. Leon W. Powers during the trial,’

A.. The Hu__rder of the VI__‘rencllx General Mesny.

1) Basical Remax-ks on_the Verdict.

. The plan to ahoot a I‘rench general originated from Bicler hinaelf. Hitler gave.
order for the execution of_ thia measure of repris_a.‘l..,_and the world k:nows today that
1t meant death 1f one d1d not obey this Fuhrer order. Field Marshal Tettel as

Chief of the OEW was ordered by Hitler to carry out this order. Before doing this

- Keltel got in connection with ths office of the Inspector of the Prisoners-of-War

‘Affeirs, the chief of' vwhich was the army Major General Westhoff. - According:to &

mutual agreement between Keitel and Westhoff the French general de Bolsse was

LY

,ohoseh the victinm of the murder. Up to tgnt moment I, respoctiveiy ny office Chief

l;now about it. 'Q.hea.e are basical remarks of the verdict itself, . 5

'I‘hé later events nhow as an :ennnplo Hitler's mPértubabnity with regard to

il the mthless execution of his orders against ‘all resiptance, Therefore everything o

which I or oy ataff-leader Colonel Heu.rer did in. the following time can be coa-

“

~pletely diaragarded: ‘The fact of the mde\} of a French gener;nl will romin the
[} . R ) ) L

2), ki Ovn partictpation. R

&, Eitler'a ;order reg&r&ing the re—organization of the prisoners-of—mr

same terridle fai'.e. ) N h:

affairs. dnted'25 September, 1944 reads: , ' .
, ' "All prisoners-of-war and interned people as wall-as the . . .
‘prisoners-of-wdr camps and eatablishments with their guards 4
will Te mbord.inato to the Comnder of the Recmiting Army
s (Ersatzheer) with. effect from I Octobor, 1944.

, Tho OKV Wil be competent Aas. before :for all mtters connected .

-matters regarding the German prisonara—of-var {n the. hands
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the 1imits of actions will be dealt with by the Chief of .
. the OKW together with the Commanier of the Recruiting Army

(Ereatzheer) aad the army departments.? ' : ﬁ

The Geneva agreement concerning prisoners-of-war from 27 July, 1929, xﬂentioned,
\t. "
S ;‘1."\

-
i1
A 3A

in this order, dated 25 September, 1944, saya in pe.regreph I1: j
5 Meeene ﬁej (the prisoners—ot—war) have always to be ..

treated with bumanity, and have to be protected from

violence, offence and. public inqﬁisitiveness. It is

prchibited to execute on them measuree of reprisal.”

The mrder of the French general ordered by the highest au.thorities was -G

there!ore a reprisal from the OKW. Only Genersl Westhoff, Inspector o_f ;

e

the Prisonere-of—'r.'ar Affeirs, was competent for this.

i
‘o, Tbough I cannot be held respoansibdle becnnse I was not competent I went

‘ into the matter and studied it. : '

o :Und:e:r such circumstencee 8 personal deciﬁ{.on ior.-aciion is oniy""poseible
on the grounds of one's personal opinion: eii:ner to assiei by all means at
tne ‘murder of the French general. i.0. to be the murdered or to do every- -

thing to prevent such a terri’ble measure. The sentence explaine the verdict

of guilty as follows.(Page 222): ] ' ‘
“If Berger had a.ny remorses in this matter he sunpreneed them, ’ . ' o

© " the execution of thie orime .......M , o«

It can be seen from thies eentence that e"ren the court -t least in the
: l'ceginning - ed.pitted that I had remprsés. When I - though not competent -
mteﬁered I can only have done it .{)ecauae I vanted to save the French' general .
‘fz’-omrhi'h'.' fiite (whateverbh.is. nage was - de Boisse or Mesny). I caanot yet Lo
undereta.nd vhy - with exception of the judge Mr. Leon W, Povers - the court,
vhen thinking this over did not see that I was not guilty. . .
¢. I was of the Opinion that vithout ny interference the murder would B
- not lbe prevented As 1% vas con.fimed by the witnesn Metrer during the trial ) s
I incended. to do it by interventions vith H:umnler andOHitler. The fact that . .
' I ansuered to the failing of my endeavoure vith my resignation. nay stress B
- the character of ny intentione. I did not- drav any c'oneeqnences i‘rom the -
—refuse.l of my rcqneet. In a Chrietmas letter to ,me, which I received on
21 December, Himmler promised me - partly that‘ this pla.n had been given up. o
On 10 January I had to meke an official trip to Thu.ringia Owing to i
@

m

K.

‘an alaming telephone call from Fegelein from the mhrerhguy_gm'ktig{'.
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regarding the case Mesny I had told my staff-leader for the prisopers-of-war

affairs very emphatically to be on the alert end contact me 1meﬁiately.

Colonel Meurer's telephone call did not comeé through, which had never happened

before. Upon my return from Thuringia on 25 Jamary, 1945, I heard that

General Mesny had already been killed on 19 Jamary.

"

The notarial protocol, dated 19 June, 1950, shows that I d1d not "suppress *

my remor;aes.". ' - . . ¢
: Appendix 21. ‘ ) _

The \iitn‘ess Dr. Walter.xennin.gs staten .in this protoco]}'cﬁ;der Item IIa):
"I was in Bergerts office when he heard that;.ﬁl.xe French Genergl'
had been shot. Eis reaction was an almost "f:omplete physical ‘
break;dovn. He told me that he had alre‘;dy planned, of necessary,
to k.idnap‘ the French general and hide him from the Gestapo, but
to pretend to have .s‘ahot bin and .t.or have obeyed Hitler's order,

1 told General Berger shat only thae-office of Major.Ganeral Wost-

. boff, In;pector of the Prisoners-of-War Affalrs was competent in

w‘* _ . . . \“- . ,
this,caee. and that it was his, and. mt%cenergl Berger's duty-to
L do everything to prevent this murder. General Berger n.zade'his

mind easy with the vwords that even befora his consclence it was

,not his fault that the genersl' had. been mled who a8 3

piftsonqr-of—waz: wag uhgler-his protactign. He.bhad prepared every-

. thing to save his 1ife." ) "

,d) mthermore 1t will be seen from: Item a-d.) of this document that

) the biaseed declarations of Goneral Westhoff, which were called lclear and
umm‘biguous" in.the vemic:. were not tme. According to his Statement I
was the 'fhighest_ranking of\ficex" of the whole depar}tment of Prisoners-of-War
'Mf\a.irs. and had ﬁz;limited powers regarding the priéo;x'xera. whereas f‘ield. :
'Marsbal Keitel and the OKV had' not much to do with it. As a matter of fact
I weg, neithar allowed to give orders nor to inflict a punishment but could
only acb according to recommendations. I vas autocratic and self—responsi'ble
onlv vith regard to the we].[are of “the prisoners-of—war.

' 3) ‘Becapitulation. | B
; I imow very well that I have no right to douht the verdict in this petition

for mercy after I haVe been condemned. accord.ing to a 'crial, vhich started with. the

R an e as

uestion of gu.llt on 20 December. 1947 "and end.ed. with the ﬁnal reports on

18 Novembeg, 1948_.

I

-
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saved t:he Gené‘ral_! Se

g

 opportunists and leave in the lurch people. of whom I was very fond -I'lwas very

corpy !

Tae Dissenting 0p1.nion"cf tae jJuizc Hr. Leorn W. Powsrss, hovever, defends also '
ny innocence in the exposith.;\ 2a Page 61-65, attached as an extract I

Appendix 22,

I hope that’ especlally in this point there will be a resdinéss to look over again

‘the question of guilt. I am fully convinced that the t;vo_ other judges would not

have declared me guilty if they had seen the attached- evidence. For, what else

could I bave done? An ofen reeistance would have cost ny head, without having
_I .

’ [

3. a.rticipation in the Pereecntion of: Jevs.
1) a]..__bl.e.- : . Y

- .

I was declared guilty wi.th regard to the mxrder of General )(esn,y, and in thia
case I am first of all affected from the point of view of the point d'nonneur. But
I am as well daeply_i_,_nterested in clearing my homur enq; oy name from the reputation
of “Havipg participated in the persecution, enslavenent and mﬁ'der .:of Jewa", it 5 s
wox;ld be the most terrible feeling to know that the Tribunal started the ‘trial with
the preju.dice that I, having been the Chief of the SS-Hauptamt, wes prima facie
gu.nty in- thie eyatematically organized.nass murder of defenceless people. The )
Proeecut:lonal Board had collected all facts that had allegedly occurred in Poland
and Ruesia“aln; partly these terrible evente had actually taken ‘place, and from these
facts’ they d.rew the concluslon that I was the only ree'pons-ble person. I was

th&nkful for the expositions of the ju.dge Mr. Leon W. Powers, whic.h e.re attached as

an extract of bhis Di_.aeenting Opinion, Page 66-68,

Appendix 24 - 23.
I may hte.te that I lmew that Jows were interned for racial reasons, but I did mot
k:no‘w anyt}biég' of their enslavement or evern their extermin__atien.

2) My Personal gg. Jialon of the: Jewish Problem.

The anti—dewiah tendency of the NSDAP was knovn to me. When in Part II, Item 6,*

Para. 4, 1 talked about the dochrinal influsnces of the’ "big shota" I e.leo referred

to the pereecution of‘Jewe 1mediately ei'ter 30 January. 1933, which caused my

3

opposition againet the measures chosen ofﬁcially by the Party. I had a ‘feeling of

thanld’ulneea- ,for several ,Jeue. and. I was not»prepared to sacrify thee"e feelings to

.

.-glad when.as Chief of the SS—Eauptamc I was able to thank these persons by protecting

them from the Geatapo. stak:lng ny own life, '

am

- 23%
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It mey be said that this was not done for purely human reasons,

S

stand the objection that these Jews were lucky because they did nct kave to suffer

>3, e

1ike 80 many others bhad to, having no friends, who were Nationmsl Socialists and

‘pro tacted them. And. I could understand the reproach that”y d.id not make use of

several opportunities to help Jeuws, vho were unkmown to me.

»

But this is not the case. On the contrary. vherever 1 heard. about such.

persecutiona. in the ofﬁce or at home, 1 always spoke and acted in favour of Jews,
¢ "

who were not kmovn to'me at all. I am glad that I am able today to attach.new

evidence,

Board of Health, Mr. Felix Kersten, dated 18 October, 1948, which was already seen

during the trial {Case Mesay). §
: : SR i

In advance I may quote Para. 3 ffom the affidavit of the officer of the Finnish

°

.

"During the years 1943/45 I worked for ‘the rescue jaf people

according to instructions I had received from the Swedish

. Government and the Jewish :Worl,‘t)l Congress in New York, It

vis my task to set free from the German concentration camps
as many people as possible, and in this I was very' actively

supported by General Berger.®

I attach as a nev eviignce the.affidavit of the Egmburg-Brénen business-man

Alvert Meyar-ua.h.rend.orff, who is etill unknown to me, dated 8 July, 1950, as

N

: pend.ix 24,

\

and add the confirmation from the lawyer Dr. Eennings.

bt

. i)

Appezdix 25, -

All actions, confirmed by Appendix 7, 24 and 25 were done by me only for buman

»reasons.v according to my wish to help as many perseéuted Jews as i:oss_iblo.

= The verdict quoted proclmations from me, which may be understood wrongly.

q;uite apart from the fact that I an not the originator of thess proclamations it

_seems to be worth mentioning to quote what is said in the *Rocapitulation! of

Appendix 25:

o

"Having worked in the SS-Hauptamt ms special representative

"1 do not know about any case, in which Berger or one:of his

officers had 'participa_tgt_lh in ;p_o{'r.aqcp;j.opg for racial, -

religious or political reasons. For a person of Bergor's”

 myself heard Berger ssy several times that he was oxily'f“

rank it wes only possible bo help if he pretended in worde

to be anti-Jewish 5o that nobody could bave any doubt. I

I can und.er—k

f
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. Mapnti-Jewish" as far as the Jews were #pro-Comsunists! and
therefore anti-Christian, If the Bolsheviem, led by the Jews,
would not be beaten immsdiately, the whole civilized world
would be in da.nger.“ ‘ .
This recapitulation shows the way anti-Jeyism was explained, when I was responsible
for the SS-Bauptant, What, for instance, had the §S-Hauptamt to do, with a book
"Phe Sub-human Being®t ﬁze verdict of the xilitary'éourt 1I, Case Ivi dated
3 November, i947, again'nt Qswald Pohl and others, shows clearly that there are no
connections at all by mentioning in the statement’ concerning Borst xlein. "that
this hnrri‘ble thing had been isaued by the Nordlani-Rdition®. I was, however,
etrongly rebuked by Himmler when I tried to ‘alter the otficial anti-Jevish opinion
in the above-mentioned way. I got a letter from Himmler, dated 28 Juiy, 1942-
1. You are urgently requested not to issue any ordera about
the meaning "WJew". With anch silly defianitions we make
ourselves our ,?wg obstacles. The territories'occupiéd in
the east will be free of Jews. Th_g Fuhrer ordered me to
* executs this very difficult task. Nobody can ,talZe"the
responsibility off me, =nyway. "l‘he;efpre I do not want
. s other people to interfere,® - ‘ :

' Thins letter shows that I not only was not competent for the crime of the "Perse-

‘I, therefore, think that I am not responsible fc;'r thir chapter of the German

x ©

history.

[

3) gg;Personal Participatién in those Crimes. -
o . I do for the above mentioned reasons not understand that I am held responsible
) for proceedings agalns'c Bnnga.rian Jews in December 1944, -
All 1 can say to the statement upon the oath of the former Hu.ngarian Minister A
‘of the Eoma Department Gabor Vajna, apnrt from Appendix 7, 24 and 25 was vritten
in dotaus by my ad.vocate Dr. Froschmnn in a,petition to General Lucius W. Clay,
dated 28 April, 1949. It would cnly 'be::-e. Tepetition if [ uould;\:_explain my opinion,

The affidavit of Mr. Otto Winkelmann, dated 12 Qctober, 1948,

' .

o " Appendix 26,

‘may show that I peither knew anything abdout the persecution of Hungarian Jeﬁs nor

SR L

Vajna would have to confirm the details of his sddidavit comoletely. "He could.

"

. cution of Jews", but that I had an, official order that I was not allowed to interfere.

,took part in the executlons, It canm be of no doudbt to every. unb'idh_sgd-pérso:n that .
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extermination. exgcutions anﬂ. other abuses gives them ‘the character of a regular

the ta’sk of. a‘fev initiated peréons. che so-called "aecret officlals" of Himmie;.

) ’rheretore, those events vere not known to a ‘third person. By this means I did ag

COPY

i
death alraady before and the sentence had been executed. A statement which is not

cleaxr from the point 'of view of origin can hardly be the reason for declaring me
guilty. "

This is bhardly at all the case In view of the Journal "Israelitisches
Wochenolctt", dated 1 September, 1944, which vaa. produced by the Prosecutional Board
as document Nr. HG-5797 during the trial. On page 4, at the bottom. it reads:

. . ' "In Hungary '
the Ministers' crisis is in an acute state.......;It is,
however, the qucation. whether there are still J’cvo living
in these dist_ricta, most of them bave already been sent
away, and 1t 1s not yet cor.tain. vhother they treally stgpp‘ed

the deportation from Budapest. It is nedessary.that the

L

International Committee of the Red Cross sees to it that the
‘promiges, which have been given, will be kept, and that the
world public will be informed about it, if my mission should

fail,"

c. Enliotment .of Guards for Concentration Camps.

1)  Preamble
- N N . &
Like in the First World Wer the subjects of all countries engaged in the war

were interned during the' lagt war. 1t was a matter of cov.rse that in a1l ccuntries.
which "took part in the war, even the own aanccts were politically superv-ised and.
ir neceseary. ware imprisoned tox- security reasons. In this respect it 1s of no
importance vhether the camp is called an -internment:camp or a concontmtion camp,

Only the raot that the concentration .camps were places of slave labour, terrorism.

instr\ment for committing crimes against humanity.
The above mentioned (under B.) "fipal solugion"-of the Jewish problem in the

meaning of "extermination of Jews" ‘'was Hitler's own plan, and the execution was

well, not know anything a‘oout the committal of crimee against humanity connected

with the establisbment and existence of concentrstion camps until the end of the

o

wir. ‘Only tb.rough the Dachau triala I heard rel.table facts. as 1t is to- ’be aeen

LRI RS

from the extract of my direct trial in the witness-box. .

’

f- 26'-,..
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2) Compstence. ‘ .
With
Appendix 27

I attach the in the trisl mentlonsd order of the Reichafuhrer Himmler, dated 3 March,

1942. Thé order of the execution was given by the Chief of the SS-Fuhrungshauptamt,

Juettner, dated 16 uaréh. 1942, Accoﬁing to this order the comcentration camps

were under the control of the Ss—hmrungshauptant‘until lé xar;:h. 194_2, and from

then on they were under the confrol of the S5-Wirtschafts-und Verwaltungsbauptamt.
The SS-Heuptamt had nothing to do with this mattér. neither before mor later. Bvery
di.ffetent verai;m is his'torica.l}y wrong. The Recrulting Office of the Waffen-SS

as a subto'ffice of the SS-Hauptamt bas never dispo.s_ed. of guards for the concentration
campa, neither by recruiting voium;eers»nor by spec'ia.l ;elections. Until the begin-~
nipg of the war thia was the job of SS—Cbergruppenfuhrer Eicke. and afterwarda of
SS—Gruppenfnhret Petri and’ SS—Gruppenfuhrer Gluecks. Petry and Gluecks were subor-
dinate to tha SS—Fuhrungshauptamt until 16 March, 1942, and from.then on to the
SS-Wirtachafts— und Verwa:ungaha@tamt but never have thay ’been under the command.

of the SS-Bauptamt or in coordination vith Lt.

3) Recrulting of Guarda.

It was gha tagk of the S5-Hauptamt to provide the army with the _nscgséary mmber .
of volunteera of the waften-ss. roquired Ior the uar actions. The xecx:uiti.n.g Office
412 this by the folloving means: ° B

a) By starting a propaganda \mder the aloga.n Yolunteer for the defence
of your country in the Waffen—SS! s ’ )
b). By a physical examination of those men, who followed the call, in
order to deter;nine their military: fiﬁess. l‘hé medical Judgment; of the
physioians, who worked together witb each emrolling conmission. decided

vhether a volunteer vas ﬁt for mnitax'y aervice at the front or only in

the garrison. o ' § .

By trhia the volun.teers ve.ea enrolled with the Wa.ffen-ss, and the taak of the
SS-Hﬂuptamt'-was finighed. It was the concernm of ‘the SS—Fuhrnngshauptamt snd not
of the ss-ﬁauptamt to fix the time and unit for the summpx_:ing. :

Only the ss-mhrungéamt - whi‘ch wag, according to Appendix. 11. the compétent
office for the concentration camps - knev that there were” men amongst thelr guarda,

™,

: "who-wex'_e;.ﬁt to gerve at the front, The. SS—HBuptamt could .not . knov anything about

this %act' The SS—Puhmngshauptamt ordered that for each person, ‘who was %tu@ ;

2 »‘_'\ %

g e
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' 13 June, 1950, . o . .
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who were declared to bs fit for miiita.ry ga;r;son service only, as gua}de for the
concentration camps. This actually heppened. aml I agreed to i4, I may stress that
those men, wh-o_were fit for garr:llson gservice only had not been exu'qlled as members
of the commanding staff, but as guards of the concentration camps, and that by tbis
way of excbange the staffs of the concentration canps did not incri;as;e.‘

"It 1s probably rather difficult for an outsideF to recognize these facts, apd
the verdict does not consider.them. I an fully“‘ convinced ti:iaj; otpervise the Court

would have acquitted me 1n the connt. I, therefore, prov.e the abova mentioneé. facts

by an affidavit of the levyer Dr. I{ellnmth Kiener, one of ss—Gruppenfuhrer Gluecks®

closest co-operators, the Inspector of “the Concentration Camps A.ffaira, dated

':ﬂ Appendix 28.
‘4) Recapitulation.
According to the _fact'hthnt I did pot kmow ths actual circumstances inside the
concentration camp-s I could not act in another wey. But the following event, -

montioned in the notarisl protocol Appendix 21 unier Item IIb), shows my reactions

‘on 1l1-treatment of ‘defencelesa priscners:

«
“

#A labour group of Soviet prisoners had been transferred from
e priséner;of;var camp pear Berlin'to a recruiting unit of the
' vufén-ss: }:y this the recrulting unit na& to provme' ':hem with
guarda.' 4 young ‘recruit, ‘who acted as a guard vhen the group vas
at work, h&d in.‘luzed 3 prisoners dangerously with 8 knotted stick.
One’ of the priso‘nera“died. the other two of them were in danger
of lifa. This occpn'encel was“triﬂed by the comﬁanﬁér of ti_xe
. recrulting unit ami. the eommaqder of 'tfhe‘-prii_aoner-of-valr camp.
They came to the agresment thf!-t in futux;e the unit commander
vbd‘uld. prohibit to p‘z;ovide the guards with Knotted aticlee.
. ‘General Berger, who bad heard of this treatment, called me jn
' _and ordered the following: ‘ .
1) The whole affair was to be reported to the for the
. recmiting unit competent S8 - and. Police COu.rt 111. ¢ .
.The g:hief of the pxjiee:_xe{s—of—i_:ar &ffei;s;expectadf ..

that the gu.ai-d would be -aentexiced to death, and

e e R that. thig eentence would be execut.ed immediately. o

2) After the execution of thig procedure a trial almnlda
e ® 2 0]
AN
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for the commender of the prisoner-of-war camp
with the aim of the deatk sentence for both of

x.

them,

D. The Battelion “pDirlewanger®. : .
' 1) The Reasons for the Yerdict.

The following facts served the Court for the Jnstificat:.on of the verdict
B . } of guilty according to the accusation raised against me becauge of the actions of
the unit Dirlewanger. | o
a) _ The brigade Vhad doubtlessly been pu:t up for the re'ason o}f-committing
S crimes against humanity, and this was Ly idea. I was 1%, who put up the umit, .
. b) In the battle—ﬂeld the unit was not under my military commend, but -
v 3 . according .to its purpose - it committed crimes agalnst hitma_nity against

;{Zey'('a and the population o\f tgh’e eastern territories to such an extent thﬂt

even the Na'tion;al Socialiat commissars were upset. I had been instr\fé?ted. ®
-‘by repeated. reports about this cruel and bar‘barous cond.uct of the troops.
c) If Dirleuanger had committee cruelties it voula have been my duty’
o . to go into the matter and dring a procedure against him; in face of that
‘ ) .I pxiotccted :thc unit apd fts’ commander cnﬂ. did. not Jnly 9111;;" tﬁis conduct . g :
‘ again. but try to Justify it.- ' - - o s
d) I had fought every attempt -0 transfer or disband the nnit. .

These statements vere derived from the declarations of the witnesses SS—Obargruppen— .

fuhrer)v d. Bach—Zelewsk:L SS—Gruppcnfuhrer Juttner, ss-Untersuchungsfuh.rer Horgen
¢ . and the\\crminap. SS-Bntten!uhrer Gefreiter Vogel. These men were mainly responsible
‘themsslves for the battalion Dirlewagne in the sense of the accnlsation.
. : 2) My Point of View, ) v o 'V
. . a)v In xGenech. A . ) . _ -
' . Llso in this point I do not obJect against the legal consequences as.
puch, which the Court drew from facta given to them. I have no right to L
do this in.a petition for mercy. tBut I ehould like to stress that I would - . l s

e come to the same result provided that the given statements and. facts were

truc. ) C : . .
. G o .

b) In Particulcr. : B s

What I am deﬁnitely obJecting to are the actual suppositions for t.he
verdict, These confirmations of the Court are according to thelx: character

not on an internal level. . The judze had. r.c‘t ¢
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of showing cirénnqs_.tancial proof.l But, these confirmations are either right
or Wrong, and. therefore, it is pos'sib].e"'t'o control them. Stressing.that
1 vould be able to call in many witnesses, who could. prove that in this
point the Court is wrong. I restricted myself to mention the names of a.

fow persons. who ‘are well acquainted with the facts, These persons are_:

&

aa) The fomer assistant of the governmeat Augusi: Meine as

personal reporter of neichsfuhrernﬁimler - affidavit,

dated 29 June, 1950, ..

Co S o Appendix’ 29, .

‘bb) The phyeician Dr. Max Specht as a specislist for Russian
matters - he masters the Russlan language - and ‘mémber
of the staff of the Chief der Bandenkampfverbande
SS-Qbergruppenfuhrer. v.d. Bagh—ZeleHslg. - aff idav_it.
dated 12 July, 1950,

' Appendix 30.
‘cec) The chief judge of the police-court Ruseland-Nitte
: lconypoient for Dirlewapger, Horst Xéminsw - affidévit.
dated 18 June, 1950, .

Appendix 31,

; d4) The deputy of the former Reichatag, Friedrich Boschmann,
_who - for the sake of st’mi,ying voluntarily joined
'Dirlevlanger's unit - affidavit, dated 4 July, 1950 <

’ ) Append.ix 32. h )
aa) The chief of the office Hauptamt SS-Gericht Gunther

- Burneister ~ affidavit, dated 22 June, 1950,

L.

J . ,. Appendix 33.

'.Eo a: For which purpose and vhy was the unit Dirlewsnger put up? .This

queation is answered by the competent vitneao Keins in Appendix 29 Item 3, -

Para. 3, as followa-

"Hitler had ordered. the osta‘bliehmont of & specia.l unit,

belonging to tbe Waffen-SS. Thig unit should consint of

i §
s poachers because he thought ‘these poachars especially useful‘

for the fighting oi‘ pa.rcisans in the eaat It vag Berger's

g - Y
ask to draft thaae men« i'or army scrvioe by h.io recruiting

office."
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"The battalion Dirlewanger had been put up mainly for the

) fighting of pertisans.® )
Acéording to these vortis the purpose of this special _unitr was not the committal
.of crim;s but tl_ie fighhting of. crimipals. I lmow the ad.miratio;x the Allles havfa
for those fights against partisans. ‘It does 10t reduce the admiration for these
people, who rigked everything in the.se fights, if counter;actioﬁs e;re officially
'_sanctioned. Every army bas to protect itself, The order of General Eisanhower ‘
and the first order of the Council of Gontrol. attac.hed. as a photographic copy 28 -
» Appendix 34. o o
' threatened \vli.t;h° the sélmé} pugish:éent. incl@ing ihe sentence.to d.ea.th. i‘or offen&eé.
\;hich were also mi@ed by the German' Highest Wal;' Command, _I't 'i.e only due to the
fact that the Allies did not have o fight sgainst partisans t_h;at t!iey, aid mot -
make trus tii.eir threat. I vcoq.l«"l not and Acannot‘ consider the fighting of pa;tiq;.ns
a crime agalnst humanity in viev.of the actions of the UNO agiinst the partisans
of "forth‘ Korea, Therefore Il did not hesitate to execute the ordehr given to me
. by Eimmler in--nitlex's neme to put up those special units, .
. I d.id. not and coulri not appoint Dirlewanger commender of this battalion -
the strepgth of uhich wag 450 - 600 men ~ which was not a 'bri‘gad.e" as it is
called in the verdict, rgfernng to the time of its comi_zg, into existen_ce.‘ I
. ,obJeqtlgd atrongly to the ;.;&ct tmf Dirlewangei- Joined ;.he wa.fi‘en-ss, vhzich' will
be seen from Appendix 29, Item 3: ’
n'fhnizgh.t'Berger repeatg:uy referred ‘Dirlewanger to the 'Army.....;}'
Jo b; Did t)ie battalion Dirlevanger éommit crimes against hupanity and did ‘

=

I know about it‘l ’ ;

The unit Dirlewanger was as it will be seen from

»

- o ’ € Appendix 35
:eitﬁef nnder ny command during the bnttl.'es nor with rcegard to ot'her'matters. At "
least from 29 Jamw.ry. 1942, the Ss—mh.mngshauptamt (ch.ief- Witnsxl;s of the
'prasecution Juttner )] was - next Yo Bimmler ~ the top organization responsible for
tho Dirlevanger unit. I could ask about cemplaints about this unit‘ 1) Himmler,
. 2) Chef der Bnndenlmmpfver'bandn v.d.. Bach—Zelevsk:i (also vitnass of the proeecution).

3) the Chief of the Ss—ruhr\mgshauptant 4) within certain 1imitsa; Members of the

unit uho were lmoun to me. Even if- complaints would. hzive been confirmed by these

fo\u- nuthorities, it \'ould pot bave been within my power to prevent them.

1

z
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. that the Ditlevanger unit consisted partly of Russia.n volu.nteers, and that, . o ' g
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thig-unit réughe the partisans in a clean and military way. - In Appendix 30, Ites

1-3 and 5 1t 15 ghown that - if the fight again;t partisans is considered t; be &
total war - the battlas were fought irrespective of everythi.ng on bota sides, but . i
that there was mover done any harm to civiliaus, and that - {f duch offences
occurred - tliey were punished aev.erely. In Ap)pemlix 31 it reeds - based on

repeated statements of Obergruppenfuhrer v, d. Bach"— tbat the unit Dirlewanger

Jwas his most reliable unit in the fight egainst the §artisans: One did not have.

the impression that Dirlewanger fought with 1llegal met:hods. ’Appeniix 32 says

.therefore. the fight against the partisans was a fight against Soviet Bolshevim.

7

There was a very good discipline ‘41 the battdlion Dirlevanger.

To c: For which reasons should I have interfered with a cruel and barbarous °
i
com‘luct of bhe troops? -~ The Court told me a'bout the duties of a2 judge, when they

cited - completely nisleadingly ~ the words of the witness: Walter Hen.nings in

the verdict-

L - . -, RRLY

"If Di'rlewanger had committed crualties. 1t would have been

Bergar'n duty to go into the matter a.nd. make a trial on him,®

Eapecially this witness confimed \vithont n.ny misundarstan.‘ling that I could. never

be the Judge for Dirlevanger's unit. T}:is is confirmeq Yy the‘newly ngentioned

I
¢ . » .

vitnesaas- ]

Affidavit Mr. Meine, Appendu 29, Iten 5: T .

'competent for.legal affairs concerning Dirlewanger ‘and his -
unit du;ing their figiat in the east were until the end'of
:1941/beginning of 1942: fi:e Hoherer SS-.\nI:d. Polizeifuhrer
in the, General govarncment until the end of 1944: the Hoherer’
85— und Pclizeifuhrer Russla.nd Mitte, and afte!; the unit had
L become an inﬂ.ependent division, Dr. Dirlevange‘ himgelf,*
-i§ o -Affidavit Dr. Soecht’; Append.ix 30, Iten- 4 ‘ '
T Ll ves subordinaté\ to the Jurisd.iction of the S5- und -

Polizel: Blenter Russland Mitte. " L C o

- eAffidavib minaxﬁi Appendix a:

- "Competent for the, Jurisdiction vas the Hoherer Ss~ und.

. polizeifuhrar-ﬁusaiand Mitte. Thia was tron the tine I

il
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v. Gottberg. These persons had the funcilons, fixed by the

lav, as there were for instance orders for the beginning of

a procedure.. ceash

Afﬁdavit Boschmann, Appendix 32, Item 7:

"I never heard the name of General Berger in the dattalion

:.Dirlewnnger. The competent person for Jurisdiction“was at

that time t;ha lo'cal Hoherer S5~ und Polizeifuhrer Gen. Ltn.
d. Waffen-S3 v. Gottberg.

A:ffidavit Burmeister. Appendix 34:

8The respective Bnherer 85~ und Polizoifuhrer 1n whose
district the unit was, was competent for the Jurisdiction.

as it was an independent battalion, ® N

Horeover I never allowed any conduct which was a crime against tmmanity. nor did

I ever Juatify 1t, On the contrary- The report, dated 19 October, 1948. \_lhich

vas quoted 11; the verdict, mentions an "unqualified conduct” of the special unit

Dirlewanger,

n,alcohciic ouéragea Agaixfst members of the Amt des Reichskommiasar Kube, which

have nothing

* 1 should like to 1nterpret the term "My -special \mit"

not remain objective vhen complaining, and he used to'mention words like "Ihr

4 HAnron" etc.

L]

sarcnatic exp.

which *3id pot behave properly" at all. This atatement refers to

to do with’ crimes asgalnst humanity.

@

Higmler ususlly 414  #- N

{

It. wag only a mtter of persiflage of his mdenesa. vhen I nsed. the

& ."w-".'

reuion "y specidl unity,

PR

xg : I have never heard anything sbout an attempt to transfer or disband the

.

untt, Kitle: as the Eighest uilitary Comna.ndsr had otdered to put it up, and

‘' 'where to aend

have the power and. competence to oppoge such an ord.er. and. I d1d not know about

s

it. On.ly mtler could ord.er a transfer or disbandment. I did not

-

any, crimes against hnmanity as 8 Juetification.

-

3), Recagitula.tion A B A o

’

“ The vcrdict cltes evidence 2370 which says that allegedly 363 211 Jews

\iefe éxecut‘éd. It is saild that the battalion Dirlewanger is partly responslble

and I mysalf am conmletely responsible for this occurance,

j:«pgainetv this. R _‘ .

= 33 - %

'.l‘he reasons for my detanad efforts of Justification in this point are:

I strongly ob,ject

3
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. % s "B. Drefting-of Foreigners for Military Service Against the International Law.

Poligeifuhrer, ve bad the impression that these figures were

intenfibnally exaggerated in order to receive niedals and
promotions. And these ﬁgu:és. which were. Qéﬁorted by the staff
i to Berlin, hyre never been confirmed by the men, who had taken,
. part in the Tights," _ ’

Hr. Boschmann confims in Appendix 32, Item 6: ' - “y

"There were no Jews in the districts of Minsk and Hogilew,
when I bélonged to the ba,ttalionADi.rl"euanger.» That is, I
' .mever saw any. : To my questions I .got the rep}y that they

I bad probably been the originators ¢f thé partisan movement, .

Lmy

‘ ) : and had already been transferred to the district Busslapd-

W1
-

Mitte, before the batta.lion Dirlevanger came.®

7 Mr. Meine atressea in Appendiz 29, Item 7: ) )
T S .. ooy never heard Ki.mmler sey anything a‘bout the fact that this

: & ’ . \mit had any special police taska, apart from the i’ight egainst

“the particans,” : T e : x

s T E These “apeciaJ. police taska®” are doubtlassly referring to the “extermination of . ' 3
Jews". This was, as ‘it is today known to the*Court - the task of the police, :
i.e. the so-called Ein_satzfgruppen des SD. ° The.battalion Dirlevanéelj hsd_ . ' ) .

: a.pparf'e‘ntly‘_noth.iﬂg 'to do with :it{. I did not even hear any rumors abouf" it. ot . N
e Ianm fully- convincedl. that the Tribunal would=sot have found me gnilty: in A ¥
view or all this evidence. l'oday freedon cannot be given to me by the law, but

“only by mercy. Therefore I ask to consider the mrlewanger affair from the point
’ i .

-

oy 1 o
of view of;n:y-innocence. . .
Y . . ’ .
a . . . ; N ;‘

N . B
' <

- s 1) Preamble.

. . " Also in this point I agree with ny Judgea that it is a crime to draft foreignera . v
' , . . ccmpulaoril'y 'by the ovwn army and let them fight and d.ie.

A In viev of the fact. however, that as long as I vas the commander of the
recmiting offi'é’e of the Waffen-ss 1t was 8 principle to teke only volunteern inte ¢ .. i

LI the waffen-5S, 1t is impossidle to imegine that I as the responsible chief would

have broken this lah.

Tha Inbermtion&l Military Tx'ibunal decided in the paragraph of trials and

left thsm no other poseibilities.?®

o
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It is easy to understand from the human point of view that from then on every-
body, who until then had stated that they joined the Waffen-SS voluntarily for good
mo tives, were oa the lookéogt for possibilities, which piipved that they had been

. forced to Join the Waffen-§S, because they did not want to be called criminals. I

"should like to attach in counection herewith the ai'fid.a.'vit?of the formexr oberlit._ '

¢

der Waffen-S5S Freeman, dated 256 June, 1948,
‘ Appendix 36, _
! ohis soldier had to bave a strong character to tell the truth, though 1t vas;

threatened by s'evere punishment, The truth is expressed. vy the sentence, vhich.
wae the firat order in the recruiting office of the.Waffen-S5: j ) .
"Volu.ntarily - you may wear the unifom of the ha.ffen—SS' -

"A.gai.nst your will - then the Waffen-55 does not wa.nt you." s

“
ER o

The Tribual stated: . S e

“In our opinion 1t is not against the law to enroll pﬂsoggri‘-pf-:,:. -
! ' - : L E
war, who want to Join voluntarily the fight against their home -~

country. ‘ . . i e s
1 nay add to this that foreigners and priaoners—of—uar, ag f&r as they Joined

the Weffen~SS voluntarily, did never have to fight againat' their homo country but

‘only against Soviet Bolshevlem. .-

PN

2) mhe_Xatabliahment of the_jplunbaryj—])ivision "Pring: Efggg_nlin Croatia
.As nev evidance I submit the following 3 affidavits. . u ' A

a) effidavit of the commander of the division "Prinz Eugen" : #

- -former Gen. Ltn. der Waffen-ss. Otto Kumm, dated 26 June. 1950.-

R

commnder of the diviliun. Eggert Neuma.xm,. dated 16 June,- 19‘0 K . )

. Appendix 37, C e

‘b) .affidavit of the former Major der Wa:ffen-ss in the’ sta.fi' of the

i

Appendix 38, S

LR

c) a.ffiaavit of the Batl. commander “Prinz mgen" former ;)lajd'z'

der WAffan-ss Leo-Michael Schulz, dated 23 June, 1950,

I ahould. only like to ad.d the fact that 1 had. nothing to do \vith* the estab-

o

lishment of the divis:.on "Prin.z Eugen" in 1942. and tbat from 1942 on evorybody

¢

hnd Joined. the diviaion voluntarily. :

Owing to this evid.ence 1 am convinced. that the Tribunal. vould. not-

be given mercy.
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3) The Establishment of the Liberating Army of Wlassow.
) " a) Preamble. , b o
"Wlassow had only voluntary troops. There was no member of

the Wlassow Army, who was not'a volunteer,"

reads the sworn statement of the witness Karl I. Albr;cht. thé best espert',

who can be found,

I was, therefore, not accused of having forcibly dra.fted Soviet Russian
citizens for the Wlassow Army within the section Prisoners-of-War Affairs.
Fix’:stiy I was not compe.".ent. for the Wlassow Army was put up only by the
former Military A%tache in Moscow, the general of cavalry v. xostri}:g, who'

was the supervisor and the responsible person. Secondly & largs number of

Soviet Russian prisoners—of-war volunteered on their own for the Wlassow Army

They knew the character and. the methods of Soviet Bolshevism: BEveryone of

them would have been liquidated as a traitor, because he had ’becoﬁie alive . =

. 8 prisoner of the ememy. They knew the fate, which would happen to them.

.

11‘ they would. be* "liberatad" by the Eed Army. The only chance to save

.thelr lives was to join the Wlassow Army. The problem was not to recruit
vo].unteere fo; the Wlassow Arnw: but to guarantee for the fact that only
convinced antx-Bolahevists were accepted from the many volunteers.

v) Ine Yerdiet’ of Guilty. ¢ o S

In connection herewith the Tribunal stated that I had tried by means,
o . “

.“which: were sgainst the international law,’to suppress a propagandistic.
s - : I

. a . 7% . . R
"counter-action‘on the part of thE Soviet Russian prigoners-of-war against
Fl P

the irélunteex‘,ing: that I callad those persons to account, who, by their Y

counter-propaganda he.dJ caused discontent amorgst thé prisoners-of-vwar,

o) My Point of View. . _ :
vt s . . [
‘According to the German military penasl law everybody is to be !

] p\m:lshed. who on his own or together with others causes discontent with
&

. rega.rd"{o the service. Therefore it canmt be agamst the ineermtional
1av tqy l.1 to disciplinsry or legal acco\mt priaoners-af-war. who are
gu.ilty from this point of vleu. The verdict does not accuse me of the
fact as su.ch. but of the Nay 1 vmnted 1t to be done, according to an

“order" given ’by ms on 24 Janu:e.ry. 1945. ) ’
According b a' general ordor fron ,‘:he\OKW uhich 1 f:und when éy} " ﬁ\
appointed chisf of the Prisoners-of-War Affairs, all a.kotme a{: Y; :

b:up *ehen; vonldhg'
.

R

Sedat Russian prisonerg~of-var were to be remov\ X

- 36 -
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place and to be handed over to the SD, I could noi.;‘ give any orders dbut
only recommendations to the so-~called coni'inande:ljs of the prisoners-of-;-\«ar,
army officers of ‘the rank of a general, who were the only persons c&mﬁe-
tent for Jurisdi’ctions. When I gave my "order" on 24 Jﬁnuary. 1945, 1
only reminded. tbose companders of the above mentioned OKW order. I could
: not imagine thet the OKW order was agins’ the conventions of 1929 and I

+ never had the idea that the term "handino over to the SD" meant death,

With regard to the prisgner—of—war:.a.ffairs I do not believe it even today.
1 have never beard anything abogt such procedures. Regarding the Prisoners-
'of—WAr Affairs a "hand-cverl to the SD meax;t.'that the respactive Soviet
Russian prisoner-of-war were isdlated from their comfades aml}the German
population. The Court apparently changefi. by mistake the with regard to
their contents completely different term;: "Hand-over to the SD® and
A"hand-ova.r for special treatment®. The affidavit of the witness EKarl J.
Albrecht, dated 20 July, 1950, )

° Appendix 40:. ' . . -
ahovs that his explanation is right. .

4) comgulsory Naturalization of I‘orejners from Serbia, Croatia, CZechoslo-

, vakia, latvia, Lithuania- Poland Bussia, Luxembourg and. Alsace and Jorraine for

the Purpose of Forcing them to Serve in the German Am_ . . (

Neither I sor the? SS-Hauptamt had ever anything to do with the natura.lizations. .
Beither I nor the ss-Kauptamt had ever anything to do with the calling j.n of

Germans or foreigners by the German Army. My task and that of the SS-Hauptamt was

'to recruit voluntaers for the \va.ffen-ss for the fight against “’orld-Bolshevism.

Even if they volunteered Poliah ,Czech and Slav citizens were never accapted by

S .

'ﬂ'affen-ss unita. ¢

“Moreover I may draw the attentlon to the detailed exposition onu‘page 75-79 of

N

the petition, whicb the lawyer Dr; Froeschmann Sent on ny ‘bebalf to General Lucius

.4

D. Clay on: 28 Apnl 1949. : ] o

] . . R =
§ - 2 o - N 3
" R

¥. Participation in the §1ave Labour grogram in the Occupied Eastern Territories.

1) Preamble

* The verd.ict oated. 11 April 1949 describes oy allegedly cloae connection i
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the evacuation of these territories by the German Army because of the approach of

the Alliea (that %s, the Red Army).®

In the sams verdict 1t reads that during the time from September 1944 until

May 1945 forced marches of hurdreds of thousands of American and English prisoners

of war were carrie’d out under my respénsibility. vhich led to terrible privatioas

and to° the death of many thousanﬂ.s of prisoners. In the definition of my acquittal

B3

insofar. it reads: ’

e

&

H

‘#Berger's actions cannot be Judged according to a later kmowledge,

but for vhat he knew at that time or had any reason to believe,
ard on the grounds of the clrcumstances he had to face at that

time. It is obvious that there was & state of emergency. At

. this status of the war the German railway .connections were -

‘seriously damaged, 'especially iﬁ the east. It will",’ ‘be known as
well ?t.ha.t the Russi;n advance .Went very quickly, and that the
Germsn front in the east Was breakdnz up rapldly. We confirm
tl;at there were only two jossibiﬁties for him: ﬁe could
either leave the prisoners to the Russian army, or he could .
tre;nefer them .in thﬂe above mentioned vﬁy. I{f he would bave
lelft them they hecessa:’rily Ho.ul!.d Bave l;éen in a zone of active
war operations and exposed to ‘ext-rexﬂa dapger for some time.....

If Berger believed honestly, thougli vithout any‘ reason, tﬁat the

prinoners wou.ld. have been exposed. to a greater danger in the

camps tha.n on a forced march, that 15 sufficient. We have no

evidence which objects egainst this ¢act. The unanswered

.evmence proves that he: gave the prisoners as mch food. clothing

. a.nd medical care as.he cou.ld even if 1t was not sufficient."

R

The prisoners-of—uar were transferred oving,to their own requeat. They .

preferred. to suffer fron privation aud emergencies to beling liberated by the Red

4

Ruthenien youths to Germany, 'but iée meaéures could be carried out only on &

small scale.

"liberation" by the Red. Army thls evacuation was e better solution,

. 2) The fou-sktion.

At the moment when I heard for the first tim

trial, I bad to face the following situation:

7.

e . B
Army. For.the same reasons there verg,;measures 'plagned to trq_nsfer White- u

> . . H

In comparisan Fith the dange"s of active uaA operations and the
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Kilftary necessities bad cau.sed.' the Heeresgruppe Russland-Mitte to draft all

i l“‘issian, civilians to construct defences for the 'rather weakened German troops.

{5
Though this work was not done near the front the children were left without their

perenta, if they were not orpbans already. This problem was solved by the

Heeresgruppe Mitte by the establishment of so called children's villéges. By the

mi_gdla of the year 1944 the}'[develdpmént, at tﬁe front had become worse and worse, o

and there vas the danger of a military :;'atastrophe. -The?e were reports of t};e
German signal ‘iérps. according to vhich the adva:ncjing ﬁed Army bad liquidated all
civilians by pretending they had been mspié:ious because of collaboration. ‘Hitler
" had o;deréd to transfer these _child.ren's villages on the whole to German ‘ ‘
Kinderlandvlerschiéhmgslager, trainipg cau;ps of the Germany industry etc. to. save
them from the same fate of wass murder, B
That was t;:xe meaning ~of the Heu-Aktion. Owing to the pressura of thej éoviet,
Bussian adval;zce. there were already planned similar measures for other terrif.ories
-behind the castern front. :
At 't.h.is state of ai‘fa-..ix-a I was made respoxisible for carryoing out the Hitler .

order. Its execution failed due to the German military break~down. There was no
I3

forced labour by then or later.

Owing to a report from the E.T—Bannfuhrer Nickel dBted 1 August, 1944, the
~‘-Cou.rt thought that this really -buman affair. the Keu—Aktion, was a part ‘of the
forced labour program of saukel. Iz the reporc M reads for instance that 2,500 .

more youths could hava been. evacuatad into the Reich, but the plan bhad not beea .

carried out, Regarding the 2,500 youths Nickel's report mentions furtaer - .

more that "they are now alread.y vorking the Junkera—Werke" This ie _the only

obJective and controlable proof of the question, if this vas a forcible recmiting;'

of youths and children of the ags of 10 up to 15 for. industrial pu.rposes. I
s\xbmit an affidavit from Otto Wendlandt dated 7 July, 1950 as
Appendix 41,

Ar. Wen:uandt had been xanptwerkachutzleiter and Abwehrbeauftregter of the
avh.ole I\mker-xonzernn from the begixming of 1941, and he confims that these White
mthen;.an youths vere not, forced to work, but if they wanted, to they could do so
. as apprentices. For the praced.nra of praduction this was & straip and not a help.
This new fact removea the: baais of my verdict of gullty in this point. At

the game time this Bffiddvit shovs-that I 4id’ not send yonuhs of child's ‘agetto

fcroed labour, whea there was asked for 100 selected youths for the fa
» 7

‘bunting outfit 2t Zella-Mehlis.

%ory‘\om@. %ﬂ
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as, regnlar crimea.

caorPY

3) ZThe Luftwaffenhelferaktion and the Aktion XKOK-38GYS.

For the time being I can oniy draw the attention to the detailed exposition
of my COu_nsel for the Defeice Dr. Froschmann on page 87-97 of the petition, dated
18 April, 1945. I ‘may. however, mention tbat according to ne_ws.I received the
former BI-Bannfuhrer Nickel returned recently from Bussian, c;ptiﬂty.. He is said
to ‘1ive in the British Zone of Germaxv:' Inquirieé about his residence are alrew

(‘.ea.lt with. As soon as they will be successful I will not hesitate to sudbmit an

explapation by an affidavit, which will prove my innocence also in this respect.

G. MNembership in Criminal grganizationé.
. It ig known to me that the statute of éhe Internatiom:u Military Court,
Appendix to the London Agreement oi‘ the Allles, dated 8 August, 1945, says in
Article 10: . A
. ‘ 1) The commanding officers of the oécupi‘ed zones a-ra empowere_d
to dring persons before a national nilitary cowrt or an '
occupat:lonallicourt only b‘ecansa they be;l.ongeé. to one of the
gfoupe or o.rganizat‘:;_c:.ps, y}xich have been decljared. to be
erilipal by the above meﬁ%?oned Tribunal, apd that
2) “the criminal character of ﬁc§~a group or organiz:ation will

v " be !considered as 'a fact and cannot be sbjected to.

Furthermore I know that the Commanding Officer of the "British Zone made use

. of this, and..n;ny‘thoueands of members of the SS and Waffen-SS got criminal punish~ &

. meﬁt because they had belonged to such an organization.

From his affidavit, dated 25 June, 1948, I km)v that a man with the high

) inbi‘a;ls of Oberltn, der Waffen-SS Benson Bailton Metcar Froeman ‘was condemned.

Aﬁd finally I know of the Bolshevist labour campé in Sibe:l,jg.-.__ f'ch only
oot

a few months ago hundreds of thnusand;:of German soldiers were sent as Myar

K

eriminale? for the purpose of a life-time slavery. I‘h' view of these facts it R

woulé. be against tie ethos of leadars if I would ask for frasdom because .'I;:.,ve,_‘s

only a member!of the organization. . .

Moxcover I have the feeling that the accuse of having been a member in a

crimiml organization wauld not be removed by legal proceedinga for mercy, &s long ‘%‘

"'uas I am declared to be individually guilty of those plans, which the S8 ,gxacuég?lﬂ

ke

kY
e,
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SUMMING -~ UP
. It *s the purpose of the preceding account that the freedom
I am striving for, and which I hope to regain, will be an
honorable one,
" With exception of my wife and my children there is mothing
left in this world, for which I lived. Everything was
. . destroyeda. . -,
, So there 1g nothing left to me but honour.
13
© ,
1 ‘
; " . o ‘
' . Lapdsberg/Lech, 29 July, 1950 i
. War Crimipal Prison Nr. 1 ? !
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