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; 'l‘hi; ‘Rat Line”

Barbie's Exit Was U.S

This is the last of three articles

adapted from the forthcominy boufs, -

“Barbie: Rutcher of Lyon" ta. be.

. published in the United States by
: .’ll:e:i{l_zpll:éon Prg.va': e .

o w? g By Tom Bower., [« ¢ v

“Eugene Kulb and other Americin
~ Counter_ -Intelligzence”. ‘Cirps “{CIC)
, allicers give three ressons for-decid-

_ dng-10 protéct Klavs Barlfie during

- his véarsn postwar Germany. -, .-
. First-they believed that his work
as an informer was valuable. - . ..
Second, thev feli that his alleged-

- icrimes against the French Resistance .

~were acts of war and that the French

pursued him out of .2 desire for re- .
. venge, not justice. Most of them also :
_insist"that they were never aware of .

“the atrocities of which Barhie was,_
gecused: T D
. Third. and most important, they
didn’t trust the French. Franz. in
the Americar: view, was riddled .with.
communists'in the late 1940s. The
Americans . believed the French
snught Barhie's extradition on hehalf’
ol the communist wing of the French
security services, which wanted to
.interregate him about the extent of
the American penewraion of the
German communist parnty.

"I the French had got Barhie™
Kalh said. *1 have no doubt that. he
would have been in Noscow within a
few dave.”

Barhie hud other fears, namely
that he weuld et sarvive the Frénch
interrogation. hecause his appesrance
at the triz. of Rene Hardy, accused

. of betraving French Resistance hero
~Jean Mouiin. would be o embar-

_ Klaus Barbie hy French,” .

“rassing ‘10 ‘Fraznce. He, knew -
much about French'collaboration, ™ ..
... Farmal .inquiries, and extraditinh,
rréquests-Trom - théFrench govern-
panent ‘were,-made. in May, July-.and”
November:of 1949 to%: avail. Thes
‘correspondence  between -the ” i
 governments was recently discovered’
"by Serge Klarsfeld, a-French lawver:
“whoifor 10 years campaigned- for
- Barbie's extradition from'Bolivia.
T ;On July 2821949, M. Schmelk,.
“head ‘of the -German justice division
-at French:headguarters in" Baden-. ]
- Baden, supplied sroutdated address
- for Barbie.and Wrote; *1 feel [ must
- respectfuily point‘out.that Barbie is
. protected- hy -the: American ' author="
_ities, "and 7 'is,ipossible”that, these |
*-autharities will nol help our.inqui- !
. Ties; 8o preventing us completing he -
 Jormalities for.a valid-application-for
Sextradition” L T E T -

2 The French ambassador in"Wash-.
: ington;, Henri  Bonnet.~.approached "

i the State Departroent on the matter.”.

| n—

7 His-inquiry was tumed over to the
“Mffice ‘of John .. McClay, the high

b ALl [l !

: commissioner-for- Gertnany.-McClay :

‘informed State’ that “we have no™’
yecord -of request fir extradition of

Herbert Bechiold, Barbie's Cl
handler at that time, recalls that the
French were given such a runaround
by the high~ commissioner's «ffice

-that the US. Army, out of embar-
rassment. decided “to make Barbie
availgble for anather interrovation
hy the French. This ‘occurred on
Dec. 8. 1949 near Augsbury,

Barbie was w0 nervous about the
interview that the CIC sent 1 special
officer down fram Munich. Capt. |
Hugo Sandford, to “babvsit™ Rarbie
through the interview, .

~Made

-

+ ~ 'I'he slage was niw sel for an ex:
~‘traordinery farce, which would Qla_\
“far the next 14 months, On ane side,
the State-Department, thehigh cum-
‘missioner's office in Frankfurt, the
“U.S. Army's Eurdpesn headquarters.
“in Heidelberp, the CIC headquarters
“in Stuttgart snd- the (;IC office in

Augshurg were perfurming a _charade
«f denigls. On the other sxdg. the
exssperated French were trying 1o
use every channel available to’ dix-

- cover Barhies elusive custodian.:
At one- paint_the Americans ul-

" fered o’ make .Barbie. gva!}able m.;

gestifv et Hardy's trisl, prm{\dgd the
French “would .guarantee. his temer:;

- 1n- Germany.. The: French.reject
‘the_offer. They then:heu.an a .genqp.s-: .
effort W persuade the '!ngh commis: .
.iones's office u».extmdxw-Bq_r}?);_. 2.

. They also breught-pressure S the
" American.-government: in ;s gshl':t,“-

" Iton hut-encountered; a slone WAl .-

*"Amhassador Bonnet cshled his 28; -
% ernment in June that Q\e' State De-.
" partment had “just replied th‘at‘they'

.o not have in their-possession any
new evidence permitting the d!s_cn!:'-
ery of the present res:dque. of the .
) corioTned. S
-pa?h:o ultimate Tesponsibility lnr.
- Rarbie's protection was N'cCl«_»\.'; ts-
the senit Amerimn'ofﬁmal m& ;.1
. zane, his office definitely deah.wltd
 the problem. Buy both McGlay ang
his assrtant John Bross deny any

" - recollection of the -F‘rendm.demands.

" There were, thex saxd.:tbmnsands of
o teleyrams and files passig lhm}lg.h
, the high commissioner's ulfice daily.

: %Jq?j\
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The French pressure had itx of
feet, however. Army headquarters. in
Heidelbers decided that sumething
had 1o he dnm s that evervane waus
covered. The message was passed
down and resched loolly that Barbie
shuuld be "taken off the howia.” This
meant, Wolh was 1ald, that Barhie
could xtill beused as an informer
but his name and feex should be
lmdered through another agent's
fiie,

Beehtold was informed  that  he
‘wailld  be reassivned. The reason,
which he was ordered nat. to piss on
to Barbie. was that: Bcrl)ue\ career
with ‘the Americans was coming 1
an end,

With very litte nutice, Barlne was
hardled over ln LL Joe Strange and
Lea Hecht, a 23.vear-old Gcrmnn

horn Jew,

Twa weeks later, Hecht told Be
chtold that “the whale |Barbie) fam-
il are learning Spanish.” In March,
1951, the Barhie family left Augps-
bury with a CIC escort,

Theyv escaped from Furope down
“the "Rat Line.” a well-orzanized, ad-
eyuately: Tunded. officially approved
rute, estahlished in 1945 hy the
LS. Army's 430th CIC detachment
in Austria, “Under Col. James V.
Milano. head of the CIC's clandex-

"“tine operations, and Capt. Pau! Ly-
ons, the Rat. Line team helpec for-
eign " agents uséd” hy the LUnited
States tn Nlee the'Russian zone in Vi-
enna and reach safety in balzburv in
the American zone. ~ - - et ELW

The \hlpmenls were. Inustly

'}Ruesnan defectors and valuable con-

+tacts who haa suddenly hecome \ul
inerable. " . —

. Once in Salzburo Mnlano aud m\
leam would put Lhe “shipment” in a-
safe house and set ahout processing.

JInvariably, the safest, final destina-
tion for the “shipment™ was South
America, especially Chile and Peru.
where the Americans had their best. |
coniacts. The only ohstacles were '
the documents. passports and visas 'I
{

that were necessary to pass through
the many checkpeints and borders of
Europe and to enter South America.

But that was nat a big problemn.
Milano had at his disposal’ 3 labo-
ratory where his experts farged, re-
wrate and altered documents, pavs.:
ports and identity cards of every na-
tionakiiv. including American. Fi-
nancing was supplied. with his.su-
perior’s anproval. from the inteili-
pence {und.

When the naper work was com.
pleted, Milano's " three-man team. .
with the “shipment” dressed in .an
American uniform, would drive in an
Army jeep down-to Bad Gastein and |
travel with the jeep on a lrain
through the Alps 1o the Italian bor-
der..There, a “friendly™ customs of- !
ficial would wave the party through, i
and the four ‘would head for either

Naples or Genoa, depending on the -

availahility of the next ship across
the Atlantic.

The contact in Genoa was a Cro-
atian priest, ‘Krunosla Draganovie,
whom Milano called “the good Fa.
" ther." Draganovic ‘had been:discov-
-ered .in Trieste on one of the enrliest -
Rat Line operations and.had proved
"to be enarmously valuable for the,
American uperalion, especiallv be-
cause he had gond contacts with dis-
_placed-persans orgamzatmm thet.
“managed quotas for emigration to
South America. <.,

At the time, -South . American -

countries were, eager n attract
skilled labor. And- Draganovic in-
formed the ‘Rat Line ‘which skills
were in demand. It was then a sim-’
: ple matter of completing the :hlp
ment’s” dncuments.

Invariably there were delavq at

_the port. and a small hotel was se-

lected where no questions would he
asked and the Americans could re-
main ~babysitting™ until the ship’s
departure. No one_lelt Europe on
the Rat Line with less than $1.000.
Some left with as much as §6,000 in
recomition of their services.

Both Milano and his -successor.

.Jack Dobson, who .suthorized.. the

Rat Line trip for Barbie, insist.-that.
‘they would never. have approved |

+“shipping_. a Gestapo-off' cer. But by

“then Augshurg was' quite proficient
<in lying about its star asset.

When 3Barbie entered the Rat
_Line. Hecht_prcured_passport. pho-_

tws for him and his family, suitcases .
and other minor necessities for forg.

ing the documents:and preparing th‘
l'émily for the journev. He alsw had
to arrange for Barbie to meel his
mother for a farewell. Hecht remem-

bers that Barbie was “lonking for-

ward and rather expectant™ abow
his new life.
George Neagov, came to collect the

famll\ Hechl made the mlroduc

When a CIC wfticer. ;

_ American high commission office in;

* probably forged by the 430th CIC.

“Without Barbie,” he snid, "Augs-,
burg was tather empty. He'd made .
such an enormous contriution, and |
we had no idea then what he'd dune
in France.” ,

The CIC pave Barbie a temporary -
travel document for stateless people.:
numher 0121454, isaued . by the'

Munich on Feb, 21, 3951, It was’

Barbie was described as Klaus
Altmar.n, born on Oct. 25, 1915, in
JKronstadt, Germany. a mechanic bv
trade. .

The family” wos inaded. aboard an
+ American Army truck and driven |
. across the border 1o Salzburg:. They
“left .Salzburg . by train for- Genoa!
* Their. ultimate destination, .accord/
ing’ to their travel documents was
Tneste. ... .

The only - comphmuon arose at
‘the Austrian border.- The .customs
~offical realized that: there was some-
-thing wrong avith -the . documents.
Barbie is alleged to bave azid; 7] said
‘to him, "Look, I've got children’. . :
and he shouted &t me, *Get going.'
and L dont want to see vou agair.” |

_téplied. ‘Yot can be sure of that.” =

- By Barhie's later- account. “gond
"Father” Draganovic was waitinir for
him at: the Genoa rail station. hold- -
.ing a phutograph that the Americans
had. sent shead. He immediately
“took the family to™a small hoel
“whose occupants, Barbie was to dis-
cover on the ship. were al; Nazi fu-
gitives.

His American escort officer pre-.
sumahly remamed vmhhxm until be
sailed. -

Over the next davs. Draﬂamwu
organized  the Barhie depanure
OnvmalI\ Barhie had intended< 1o
hu: in ‘Argeatma. ‘But Dra;:anu\ ic
- convinced hini that. with the possi-
hility of «il discoveries. thete was a
‘better future in Bolivia. .
- The family sailed from Genoariin
March, 1951, arriving in Buenos
Aires ip mid-April The\ remained
there for eight davs before setting.off
hy train for Bolivia and exile..and
prosperity.

Almost 32 vears pa:sed helure Lhe
French Lau"hx up with Barbie and
won his eeradi(ion to stand trial.for
““crimes against humanity.”




