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' The • Itat Line'

Barbies Exit Was U.S.-Made

This	 last of three articles
adopted from the forthcoming hoof,
"harbie: flutcher of- Lyon,! • to. be.

, published in (he United Slates by
• the : Pbrzthion Press:	 '1.-

	

.	 .	 •	 .	 .
• .	 .	By Tom Bower...'..;„ • • •	 •

Eugene Kolb and other :Anierican
'• Counter. •Intalligence...COrPS
, ofTiCers give three reasons fiy....cleold.-

	

ing. to .protect Klaus Barl	 during .
•his years-in postwar Germany..-,--
:. First,-they believed that'his..work

as in informer was valuable. • .	 •
• . Send, they felt that his alleged

• crimes against the' French Resistance .
• were acts 'of war and that the 'French

pursued:him out of .a dire for -re- •
...venge, not justice. Most or . them also ".
-insist:that they were never aware of
the atrocities of which -Barbie was

-accused:	 • 2.... •	 ...•	 _
• Thiid. and . miist important,. they

didn't ;trust the French. .Fran .ct, in
the Amerin view, was riddled with.
communists . in the late 1940s. The
Americans believed . 1.4 French
sought,Barbie :s extradition on behalf
(if the communist wing cif the French
security services, which wanted to

.internpgate him about the extent of
the American penetration of the j
German comMunist party.

• I"If the French had got Barbie.-
Nnlb said. "I have no dnuht that he
would have been in NInscow within a
few davs.-.

Barbie hod othtir fears. namely
that he wA..uld not :,orvive the French
interrogation hf-cause his appearance
at the tri, of Rene Hardy, accused

. or bet win::: French Resistance hero
•-lean Moulin. would be ton embar-_ —

• %	 ' 	 - " 4 ••••-	 •	 ••••• •-•-•4

.rassing to 'France: He, knew _txxr
much about French'C011aboratiOn.

Formal inquiries.,and extraditisik
t**uer,ta-frcim . Uetfiench 'govern.:
anent were,.Made. in .My, July:etur

196v.ember:d 1949. tqliin avaiLllet
arreipOndence between the V.Vis

governments was -recently discovered'
..by.Serge Klarsfeld, a -French .1aWyei,
who :for W .years- .campaigned

• . Barbie's . evradition from•Solivia.
'28; 1949, .M: Schmelk,..

•-head of The -German justice division
- .at french:- headquarters in -
•Baderi,aupplied atrotitdated address
• for 	 I feel I must

. respectfully point`tiut,:that Barbie,is
, 'protected . by -the : American • anthor:-:"

.1f...is, ; p9a4le 'that. these .
.autharities uur,inqui-:'
ries; so preventing iig bf.lmplethig . the
formalities for.a validpplication•for

, •	 •	 .	 -•
The •French'.:ambassiati&itt'Wash-.

ington; .. Henri Bonneapproachecl
the State D.epartinentlin the .matter•T.
Hiripquiry was turned over to the

'..trtfice .hf .1cti'm .1. • McCloy, • the high
.commioner:14.•Gerrhany.-:•McCloK„
Informed State that :We have • no
record of request few extradition of
Klaus Barbie by French," .

Herbert Bechtold, Barbies C1C
handier at that time, recalls that the
French Were given Such a runaiounci
by the high- commissiciner's tiffice

•that the U.S. Army, out of embar-
rassment, &tided to make Barbie
available for another interrogation
by the French. This 'oc.curred on
Dec. 8.1949, near Augsburg.

Barbie was so nervous about the
interview that the- CAC sent 3 special
officer down from Munich. Capt. .
Hugo Sandford, to "bahysit"
through the interview,-•

•r The stage was now set for an ex-
" traordinary farce, which would play
•for the next 14 months. On one side.

the State-Department, thebigh corn-
miSsinnees office in Frankfurt, the

;ALE. Armis European headquarters.
in Heidelberg, the CIC headquarters .
in Stuttgart and the CIC office in
Augsburg were performing a charade
Of denials. On the other side, the
exasperated French were trying to
use ev.ery 'channel available to . dis-
coverBarbie's elusive custodian.-

, , At one point the Americans of-
fered. to . make „Barbie.. available to

...testify at liard,y's• tiial. OroVided the'l
•Frenchlivould..guarantee. his 'return
to: PermisnY:• *The% rench .7tejeued
.the,offer. They then 'began a..sericius-
effort to persuade the 'high critrimit'Z.
.;;;;;ne::',fiftice to.extradite.Barbie..:";-
• • They also bro.ght•pressurenthe

•.
--Artencan .cOvemment- in Ints1Untr,7-
;.ton hut -encountered', a •racrie wall.. •

.A.mhassad or .134innet 'Cabled is 00V.- .

ernment in June that . the Stale De-•
pirtment had "just rephexi
ado not have in their -possession any
new evidence permitting the discov-
.ery of the present residence of the
party co-r-ernec,.

The ultimate 'responsibilit y for

-Barbie'‘ protection was McCloy:s. As •

the senitx American Official -in. the

. zone, his office definitel y dealt with

the -troblem. But both •McCloy and

aRsisLant John .Bross deny. any
.• recollection of the Trench demands.

There were, the" said. thiiiisands of.
televarrts and files passing through
the-,high commissioner's office daily.,



The French pressure hod its el%
tem however. Arm y headquarters
Heidelberg decided that slintething

had to he dime so that everyone was

overed. The message was passed
dowo and reached Lout that Barbie
should he "taken off the hoos." This
meant, Kolb was told. that Barbie
could still be . used as an informer

but his name and lees should he
laundered t hrough ;mot her 4ent's
file.

litchttdd . was informed that he
• woulcl be reassi gned. The reason,
%vin yls he was ordered not. to pass on
to Barbie, was that.. Barbie's career

with •the' Americans was coming 10.
an end.

With very liffle notice, Barbie was
handed over to Lt.. Joe Strange and
Leo Hecht, a 23-year-old German-.
born

Two weeks later. Hecht told Be-
chtold that 'tile whole 'Barbie) fam-
ily are learning Spanish." In March..

1951. the Barbie family left Augs-
burg with a CIC escort.

.• They escaped from Europe down
•the "Rat Lint." a well-organized, ad-
equately ft inded. officially approved
mote. .estahlished . in 194:i by the
11,S, Army's 4:16th (IC detachment
in Austria. • Linder Col. James V. •
Milano. head of . the .CIC's .clandes-

. • tine operations, and ,Capt...Paul Ly-
ons, 'the Rat. Line. team helped for-
eign agents used - the United
States to flee theRtissian zone in Vi-

enna and res,:h safety in Salzburg in
the American zone...	 •

• . The "shipments" were 'inOstly

'Ru.s.sian defectors and valuable con-

tacts who had suddenly become %la-

.	 '
Once in Salzburg. .Milano and

• team would put the "shipment" in a-

safe house and set about processing.

-Invariably, the safest, final destina-

tion for the 'shipment' was South

America, especially Chile and Peru.•

there the Americans had their best.
contacts. The only obstacles were

the documents, passports and visas

that were necessary to pass through
the many checkpoints and borders of

Europe and to enter South America.
But that was not a big probleM.

Milano had at his disposal . a labo.
ratory where his experts farged, 're-

wrote and altered riocutnents, pass-.

ports and identity cards of every na-

tionaliiy. including American. Fi-

nancing was supplied, with his.su-
perior's a pproval. from the intelli-
gence fond.

When the paper work was corn- •
pleted, Milann's three-man team;
with the "shipment" dressed in an
American unilisrm, would drive in an

ArmY jeep down to Bad Gastein and
travel with the jeep on a train
through the Alps to the Italian bur-
der..There. a "friendly" customs of-
ficial . would wave the party through, .
and the four would head for either
Naples or Genoa, depending on the •
availability of the next ship across
the Atlantic.

The contact in Genoa' was a Cro-
atian priest, Krunosla Draganos:ic,
whom Milano called the . goed Fa-
ther." Dreganovichad been:discos/.

•ered .in Trieste on One of the earliest
Rat. Line operations and had proved
to be enormously valuable for the.
American operation, especiall y be-
cause he had good taintacts•with dis-
placed-persrms organizations diet

managed quotas for emigration to
South America.

At the time, • South American •
countries Were. eager to attract
skilled labor. And laraganovic in-
formed the Rat 'Line 'which skills
were in demand. It. was then a sim-:
pie matter of completing the "ship-

ment's- documents.	 : .	 •

Invariably there were 'delays at

. the port. and a small hotel was se-

lected Where no questions would he

asked and the Americans could re-

main 7babysitting" until the ship's

departure. NO one left. Europe on

the Rat. Line with less than $1.000.

Some left. with as .much as $8,000 in

recognition of their services. . •

Both Milano and his .successor.

•Jac-k Dobson, who .authorized,. the

Rat Line trip for Barbie. insist. .that

they would never, have approved

shipping". a Ctapo-officer. But by
-then Augsburg was . Ouite proficient

lying about. its star asset.

.When 3arbie entered the ,Rat
Line. Hecht...1M Alre.d.isassport.. pho-
tos cor him and his family, suitcases .
and other minor neeeSsities For long-

ing the docunients:and preparing the

Family for the journey. He also had

to arrange for Barbie to meet his
mother for a farewell. Hecht remem-

bers that Barbie was "looking for: •
ward and rather expectant" about

his new life. When a CIC officer.

George Neagoy, came to collect the

family, Hecht made the introduc-

tions and then leftel_. •

"Without Barbie." he snit!. "Aug-
burg was tather empty.. lie' Made
such an enormous contriOution, and
we had no idea then what he'd done
in France."

The CIC gave Barbie a temporary
travel document for stateless people.i
number 0121454, issued by the;

. American high commission office in
Munich • on Feb. 21. 1 951. It. was'
probably forged 1?): the 4-.10th CIC.	 •

Barbie was described is Klaus
.Altmar.n, born on Oct. 25, 1915. in

..itionstadt, Germany. a mechanic by,
trade...

The famil was loaded . abOard an:
American Army Ankh and driven.

„across the border to Salzburg. They
•left .Salzburg . by -train for Genoa:

t Their ultiMate destination..accordJ
ing' to their valid documents, was

'Trieste.	 .	 •	 •	 -
The only • complication arose at

ate Austrian border.-The ,customs
-offical . realized that there was some-.
-thing wrong with Abe . documents:
Barbie is alleged to bave ...aic."1 said
to him. 'Look. rye got thfldren'.:
B nd he *shouted. t me, *Get
and idon*t want to see vou

...replied. 'Yuti Can be sure or that: -

• BY Barb:es later • ac=sunt. "gitod
'Father" Draganovic was waitirij for

at the Genoa rail station. hold: .
; trig a photograph that the Americans
had. sent. ahead; He immediately

'tonk the . family . to small hole-1 •
jwhose occupants. Barbie. was to .dis-.
mver on the ship. Were all Nazi -fu-

gitives.
His American escort officer pre-.

sumably remained with-him until he

sailed. • ,
Over the next days.• Draganovic

organized' the Barbie .depeture.

-Originally, Barbie had intended: to

live in 'Aneatina. But Dragan.aviC

convinced hint that., with the psi .

hility of oil discoveries. the're was a

better future in Bolivia.

- The family sailed from Genottiin

March, 1951,- arriving in Buenos

Aires in mid-April. They remained

.there for eight days before setting :0i

by train for Bolivia and exile. and

prosperity.	 -• • •

Almost 12 years passed before the

. French caught up with Barbie and

won his extradition to stand trial,for

. —crimes against humanity."	 .


