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Barbie’s Connection

Tom Bower is deputy editor of the British
Brooricasting Corp.'s “Panorama® program.
‘t his is the Jirst-of threc articles adapted [rom

" ais forthcoming book, “Barbie: Butcher of
Lyon,” to be published in the United States
by the Pantieon Press.

By Tom Bower

Kiaus Barbie began working for the Counter
Intelligence Corps of the US. Army in Lh'e.
spring of 1947. He remained on the Army's
payroll as an intelligence agent until early 1951
when he was smuggled out of Germany to Gen-
ca, Italy, with the help of CIC and the Central
lmellig'encc Agency. From Genoa, Barbnc made
- his way with his family to Btlnliv? k:vhere hef
’ as & husipessman..In February o
mﬁpﬁd he was arrested and extradited to

France to stand trial for “crimes’ agairst hu-

manity.” _ ' )
This is the story of his American connection.

. " X . : “the .
It is based on Interviews w»t]j ,sevgral of he
Americans directly involved with him. on his-

torica’ records of CIC operations in Germany

at the end of World_War 1l and on records \

deposited in the national archivt;s of Flfan'ce.
During the German occupation of France,

Barbie was the Gestapo chief at Lyon where,

according to French indictments, he ordered
and participated in numerous atrocities—mur-

ders and acts of torture—inflicted on Jews and.

members of the French resistance. In the face

of the Allied advance in 1944, he fied to Ger- .

many and turned up in 1937 in Bavaria. He

was spotted there one dey, standing on a
railrosd platform in Augsburg, by Kurt Merk
who had spent the war in Dijon, France, as 2
member of the Abwehr, the intelligence arm
of the German army. .

" Merk alreadv had an American con-
nection. It came about in this way. Soon af-
ter the German surrender, Reinhard Gehlen
—the head of Fremde Heere Ost, the sec-
tion of the German General Staff which,
throuzh the Abwehr, specialized in eastern

Europe—made a deal with n American in- .

teliigence officer, Gen. Edwin Sibert, to hand
over to the Americans all his invaluable
records.

Sibert was deeply suspicious of the
Russxgns, a view not wholly chared by his
superiors at the time, the summer of 1945,
(_lehlgn was taken to Washington for exten-
fIve Interrogations at the War Departmeat.
The department subsequently informed Si.
bert by telex that Germans were not to be .
used o gather intelligence about the Rus. !

siang. !

, . Sibert ignored that directive. It was the
Army's view in Europe that such intelligence,

was needed and that only experienced Ger-
mans could provide it.

A recruitment cffort was lsunched. Kurt
Merk was signed on in April, 1946, by an
officer of the 970th Counte: Intelligence
Corps Detachment, Robert Taylor, who now
lives in Syracuse, N.Y.

The CIC's mission at war’s end had been
thoughtiully considered during the months
before the D-day landings and was detailed
by Allied headquarters in handbooks and
numerous briefing papers. That mission was
to spearhead the demilitarization and dena-

" zification of Germany. CIC was under. orders
to arrest any German who might pose a
threat to the Allied occupation, arrest nearjv
all Nazi Party officials and any member of a
paramilitary force which was part of the
Nazi regime.

Within & year this task was largely accom-
plished and a new mission for CIC rayidly
evolved. The divisions in Germany between
the Russians and the other Allies had hard-
ened. The Cold War had begun. Former al-
lies had become enemies and German ene-
mies had become friends. There was now a

place for Germans in the CIC's scheme of

things. . o

Merk became a valued and trusted CIC
informant in the vear before he spotted Bar-
bie at the railroad station. After their chance

meeting, he persuaded Barbie to join him in

this new career.

Barbie's interview for the job took place at
an office of the 970th CIC at the small Ba-
varian town of Kempten, 60 miles from
Munich. Barbie was hired in April, 1947,
with the approval of a regiunal CIC officer,
Dale Garvey, who now lives in Kansas. Bar-
bie’s first handier was-a voung CIC officer,
Roberi Tavior. Today, Tavlor and Garveyv
claim to have no zpecific recollection of Bar-

bis.
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One vh does remember Barbie is Earl
Browning, now living in Washington. As an
‘officer working nesr the front lines during
the wer, he saw a lot of action: Aachen, the

Ardennes, Remegen and then down to the .

south of Germany where he was among the

first to enter the Dachau concentration
camp. By the time he returned hiome from
Europe in September, 1945, he had “seen

enough to convince me that the ‘Germans

. were not very nice people. I had been ap-
palled by what I saw. Dachau had been a
. greal shock.”

In early 1946, Browning was nskef‘] to
return to Germany as & CIC regional
commander of the §70th CIC detachmgnt,
whose celebrated alumni include Heqry Kiss-
inger and J.D. Salinger, the novelist. The
mood among the Allies anfi wittin CIC,

" Browning recalls, had drastically changed:
“The Germans were no longer our enemies,
Denazificalion was no longer so important.

People were more suspicious of the Rus-
stans.” : o

Browning shared those suspicions. In Sep-
tember, 1946, he launched what he called

“Operation Sunrise” to penetrate the Com- -

munist Party in Bremen. Browning believes
it was the first covert operation of its kind in
the U.S. zone. His best recruits were mem-
bers of the Bremen Communist Party with
weak lovalties to the cause.

During that sutumn, Browning says. he

received a telex from Dale Garvey, the op-
erational chief at CIC headquarters in
Frankfurt It alerted CIC detachments that
a_senior Gestapo officer wanted for many

war crimes had been seen in the U.S. zone
and that he should bLe arrested on sight

bie.

In February, 1947, Browning replaced
Garvey in Frankfurt and that summer un-
dertook an evaluation of the CIC's network
of agents and informants. A list of “unsuit-
able” agents was turned up. As Browning
recalls it: -

“I was sitting in my office when Jim Rat-
liff, my deputy, came in holding some paper.

The Gestapo officer’s name was Klaus Bar-

1t wr- the Region 4 [the CIC unit based in -

Munizh] informants list we'd received from

Garvev. | read down it anc saw the name ;
Klaus Barbis. | couldn’t believe it. I remem- :

bered very clearly that was the same German
whom Garvev had said we should arrest
when | was in Bremen, and here he was
using him. o

“Ratliff began running around the wails
. . . shouting that Garvey was doublecrossing
us. | immediately sent Garvey (now the Ke-
gion 4 commancer) an order to arrest Bar-
bie.” ’

It was the heginning of a bitter feud be-

_.mand Interrogation Center at Cberursel. The

tween Browning and Region ¢ CIC officers
who were determined to protect the former
Gestapo chiel. He Liad become, they insisted,

" one of their best agents,

Browning &t one point was told that Bar-
bie had “disappeared.” In fact, however, he
and Merk had become a team highly valued
by American CIC officials. Merk had con-
vinced the Americans that he and Barbie

could be useful for three reasons. First, their

_ wartime experience fighting the French com-
.munist resistance would be ¢ significant
. value to the Americans in pen:trating the
-German ‘communist party. Second, he
claimed they could satisfly American needs

for information about trends and events in
the neighboring French zors. Thire,, he con-
vinced the CIC that, together with Barbie,
he had access.to an enormous network of
agents stretching from Portugal to the Soviet
border. .. ' o
Barbie's unique contribution to the oper-
ation was his privileged entree to the-Kam-

" radenschaft, the secret hrot.herh_ood -of Tor-

“ mer SS officers, all of whom felt strong

bonds of loyalty to one another. At the be-
ginning of his work as an agent, Barbie
looked for those who had served in eastern
Europe. Their archives and memory, com-
bined with the information brought by the
floods of refugees, could with careful analysis
provide important pieces of the intelligence

. Jigsaw.

To the CIC in Munich it seemed as if
they had finally produced an important
team. Frustrated by their own ignorance
and pleased to be receiving any information,
the Merk-Barbie handlers—Robert Taylor
and an American named Hedju—accepted

e =

‘with gratitude anything the network deliv- _

ered. .

" Earl Browning, by his own account, was
neither grateful nor prepared to tolerate Bar-
bie's continued use. Some government offi-
cials todasy dispute Browning's version of
things. But Browning says that through Oc-
tober and November, he sent increasingly ac-
rimonious messages to Garvey that Barbie be
arrested. Ir December, Garvey agreed to
turn over Barbie to the UJ.S. European Com-

center was operated by the Army's G-2 sec-
tion. :

_ Dick Lavoie, a voung CIC officer, was as-
signed to deliver Barbie to Oberurse!. Dur-

- ing the ride, Lavoie said enough 1o confirm

Barbie's suspicions that he -might be in
trouble, that the interrogation at Oberur-
sel might lead to his arrest as a war crimi-.
nal. : R
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Earbie managed. to jump out of the Jeep
and run for. the woods. Lavoie emptied his
.38 firing at Barbie; one round nicked Barbie
in the finger, But he escaped. L

Within hours, CIC launched a massive
manhunt, combing towns and villages where
Barbie was known t-» have {riends. A_ccordmg
to one CIC agent, "They hunted him down
like & dog.” He wzs cornered, arrested and
taken under heavy security escort Lo Oberur-

sel. There he was rmade to change into rough
prison clothes and was locked in a solitary - -

cell. : _
(This version of Barbie’s trip to Oberursel

is viewed with skepticism by American of-

ficials.) , . .
His interrogators ordered him to write an

. account of his war record. Barbie. vears lateg, !

said he was left gione in his cell for weeks

.and became. desperate and depressed; “he

twice tried to commit suicide. Finally, fear-

“ing that he would be turned over to the

Barbie an to write. But he
ﬁggg ina 197‘b.‘$1gt,en'iew that he revea'ed
very little: “I didr v tell them any more than .
I couid write on cne and a half sides of pa-
peThe interrogation reports from this penpd
are still classified, but Barbie clearl)! denied
r.ving committed any crimes against the
French. Moreove:, G-2 was und.er consider-
able pressure to -clease him. Region 4 of CIC
had appealed over Browning’s ‘head to the
CIC commande:, Col. David Erskine, and
convinced him that Barbie was too valuable

" to lose, especial'v with Europe seemingly on

e verge of a n wwar. .
th/i.ddrigt‘ionally, oy this time—early 1948—
there was noth:ng unusual about using in-
criminated Germans. The Allies had con-
doned the whelesale reinstatemnent of former
Nazis to their ‘old jobs. Teachers who had
lectured on the glories of the Nezi race the-
orics were again teaching in the schools and
universities. Judges who had passed death

sentences for trivial offenses in the nctorious
People’s Courts were once again ‘dispensing
justice. Doctors vtho had knowingly ‘con-
doned and contiibuted to the euthanasia
‘programs were practicing medicine again,
Government officials who had administered
severe measures during the Third Reich were
restored as powerful bureaucrats.

~ In that. context, the use of one Gestapo

-officer who could give help against the com-

munist threat seemed quite acceptable. So
Barbie was released. He returned to Kemp.
ten where CIC officials were anxious to re-
employ him. Earl Browning claims that he
protested but finally agreed, provided strict
limitations were placed on Barbie’s activi-
ties. : :

Barbie resumed operations as an infor-
mant using such cover names as Emnst Hol-
2er, Mertens and Behrens,

But Barbie was not out of the woods. |

When he was released by G-2, an unsympa-

-thetic American intslligence officer inforrned

-

a French acquaintance that Barbie could be
found in the -American zone. The French

*. would come looking for him.

NEXT: The discovery of Barbie
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