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Army Scheming
To Seize Power
In Argentina

Argentine President Revnaldo
Bignone will be overthrown before
the month is out

This, at least, is the prediction
contained in & secret Argentine ermv
docurnent, which reveals that the
man who is the rea! power behind
Bignone, Army Commander-in-Chief
Cristino Nicolsides, intends to seize
‘the presidency es well ec the pow-
er—and soon.

The document, stamped *“Se-
creto,” wes translaied end confirmed
es suthentic by my essocistes Jon
Let Anderson and Dale Van Atz
Dated Aug. 18, it is from Brig. Gen.
Roodolfo Enrique Luis Wehner 1o the
army’s wop intelligence officer, Brig.
Gen. Alfredo Soterz, laying out in-
structions {rom their “jefe maximo,”
Gen. Nicolaides.

“The escension of Hic Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief to the
presidency of the nation .. . should
be achieved toward the end of this
vezr,” the orders state unequivocally.

.Ever since Bignone took over the
militery regime from disgraced Gen.
Leopoldo Fortunato Galtieri in the

- ghermath of the disastrous Falkland
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lslands adventure, there hsve been

repeatec rumors that Nicolaides was
not setished with his behind-the
scenes roie. Nicolaides routinely dis-
missed these rumors s “mslicious
gossip.” :
In the secret directive, ‘Wehner
reminds Soters of .“the meeting we
both bad with Hir Excellency,” and

alludes o the commander-in-chief’s .

concern sbout disloyalty ‘within the
army high commend, some of whom
evidently have political ambitions of
their owr. '

1t is vial, the intellipence chief is

told, tha! they “impede the rise of
internal dissident iendencies which
[would) make it impossible for IN;-
colaides} 1 exercise the necessery
controi” over the army.

A disinformstion campeign s
called for. Soters is ordered 1o “rnake
it known that it i po: in the inter-
esit of His Excellency the Com-
mander-ie-Chief to occupy the pres.

idency of the nation, the: this would -

only occw in case the curremt gov-
emment headed by President
Reynaldo Bignone doesnt work our”

At the seme time, though, cthere
should be created . . . the sense of &
lack of swability, ¢ power vacuum,
and incressed concern over the Oe-
veiopmen: of the socia) and econom-
)c cnisis,” the document siates.

Using the phrese “politice) deci-
sion” for the planned wskeover, the
secrei instructions tell the intelli-

_gence_chiel 1o contact “pertinent: ci-

 litical decision,’” which will ensure &

-of [NicolaiGes) s that “the process’
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vilian secloms™—that is, pohumns
chosen by Nicalaiges—to make ceps
tain “that thev.go along with the-‘pé-

normeal transfer<of powes.” 1y

The orders continue “At the same’
time, develop.and increase the ean-
lacts -with *the “Nevy and Anr Fores -
High Commands. Let it then be per

fectly understood that the :thinking
[nis presidency] shouldn go o for |
longer than the first months of 1884
I ¢ prolongation should octarr Lol
would only happen after previous®
agreement with ‘the most represeni-*
adve cviliap wectors.’ =t e

In other words, the anticipated -
suspicions among the otber ammed’;
forcer that Nicolaides plans to keep?
control indefinitely should be alisved =
by an essurance thst he will give up.
the presidency in abow: & vear uries: -*
cvilien Jeaders agree that he sbould -/
siayon. - L

I i¢ possible, of course, that Nitt
coleioes may decide to give up' his~’
plans for-& ‘coup—or at lemst’ his
timewable for, ope—now thst Tive ¥
biown his cover, : Lo

“As the Commanger-in-Chief or--
dered,” the secret orders sate, *the
taking of the ‘political decision’ e
pends, for the most pari, upon’ the. -
Jevel of confidentiality maintained. :
For this resson, 1t is importans 0,
take &ll the precautions necessarv w
ensure the success of the operation.”.

Sorry about that, general s
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