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SUBJECT: Meeting with Anthony and Vera SIM=

1. I made LIM'EUIVISKUMS by telephone with Vera WNW= to meet
her end her husband in Nev York on Tuesday evening, 18 July 1961.
Upon arrival I called her at her office. We agreed to meet for dine
nor at the Betel Sheraton.Atlantie, there I leas expecting to stay.

2. We met at 2000 hours as previously arranged. I vas intro«
ducted to Anthony MN= for the first time under the alias C_

Conversation at dinner Tas limited to small talk, in thi
course of which I tried to draw out Anthony. I received the items-
sirs that be is to some extent dosinat•ed by his wife by virtue of
the fact that he is an employee of the travel business which she awns
and as a result of her superior educartional background. Vera is:,-ces.
tared on herself rather than those around her, and, she does not hesi-
tate to deprecate various qualities or lack of than in her Isoband.
H. does not seas to take offense, but seed-naturelY admits the truth
of her deprecations. Versa ls habit does not spring from saliciousnene)
but from a simple conviction that What the seys is true, as it might
be in same cases. Vera also las the irritating habit of referring to
her husband in the third person in his presence. Despite those Sao.
srearasies the two seem devoted and well ad,justed to each other.

3. The SBUNSIXOs destedbed. saw experiences of previous tours of
the USSR and problems they had had with ambers of their tour groups
who were too outspoken, too rash or thawed a lack of tex:d judoterat in
other ways. I frond this recognition of unwise conduct heartening, as
it seemed to indicate a probable understanding of what they would be
ea twins* on en operetirmal a:talon. They know Soviet reality, have
been pushed arOUlla by Intourist, and they have experienced diffidaties
such as film confiscation, Intourist route rin•erounds end other chronic
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diecorefituree experienced by those who travel in the USSR. Both des-
pise the Soviet system and the USSR and are returning only became of
business.

4. Following dinner, took the SiaerriKOs to my room at the
Statler.Rilton for set ponvereation. The SULTheaCOs tint signed
secrecy agreements after 	 significance had been exelaireed to them.
I then told them tbst my agency was interested in their trip and piwo
titularly in whet they night see while traveling. I eekad whether
they would be willing to cooperate with us by allowing thrnagans to
be briefed prior to their desarture so that they knew ideal; to leek for.
With little hesitation theor both agreed. We discussed in general term
various aspects of Soviet life end activity which are of interest to
this Agency. Feeling vwself on very firm ground with the couple I
brought the question imp of photcgresby, discussing the advantages or
photography over floral observation. They discussed their oar expert,.
*aces in photography in the USSR, exhibiting ccusidereagre knowledge of
what could and could not be done safely. I stated tat our discussion
las plzilosophical only and that it was watkaly that I would ask tam
to do any ertsoial Piwtoirealft.

5. 1 next brought up itantect with Soviet citizens, a subject on
which, aaaint they were well versed. They did not consider contact
with Soviet citizen* as impossible from the safety standpoint or even
very dangems provided that one elways used common sense AM kept him-
self emend with a plausible story. In the end they seemed oomplately
willing to accept either a phototesphic or contact mission provided
thet they had plausible cover in either or 'both oases. Having estab-
lished the degree to Which they would cooperate, and eithout making any
definite statement as to our intention, I conoluded the conversation by
asking the couple to fill out personal history statements, which they
did pite

6« We agreed tlat Imola phone them concerning subsegrent meet.
Ingo prior to their deserter*. It was understood that they walla be
briefed in one or two evenings in New fork, since they were extremely
busy getting ready for their trip and were muting lawfully niitit'and
ear,

7« The SRUMZIKOs exhibited several qmallties whixh recommend
them as REDSCINers. First, hewing been in the USSR, they are over that
condition of shock which SOWN to affect most travelers, including our
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own agents* when they hit the usta ftr the first tine. This shock
usually 411134rests itself in mixed ftslings of fear, 11043413644614
loneliness and futility. The SSUKSIMs would be fairly bowie to
this condition. Second, the SWIMDs exhibited excellent cannon
ovum muting what on and cannot be done by a traveler in the
USSR. Third, they vent liMing to wove:cute right do= the line
as long as they felt that they would have a rossorodals explaintion
for vliatesrer action we should ask them to take. used on these con.
sideraticuise I recoomend tbat they be Wen as operational mission
of sone kind, depossiOns upon ovx needs and the results of subsetssent
testing and training of the couple.
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