SECRET
20 .ruly 1961

SUBJECT: Mseting with Anthony and Vere SHUMEYRD

1. I mede errengements by telephone with Vers SEUMEYKD to meet
Ler and her husband in New York on Tuesday eveming, 18 July 1961.
Upen arrival I called her at her office. We sgreed to meet for din-
ner at the Hotel Bheraton-Atlantic, where I was expacting to stay.

2, We met at 2000 hours as previcusly arrenged. I was intro.
duced to Anthony SHUMEYKO for the first time under the alias{” ‘g
J Conversation at dianner wes limited to small talk, in &
I tried to dmaw ocut Anthony. I received the izmpres-
o some extent dominated by bis wife by virtue of .
Dact that is an employee of the travel business vhich she owns
88 a result of her superior educstional background. Vera is:cenw
herself yather than those arcund her, and she dces not hesi-
daprecate varicus qualities or lack of them in her hmusband.
8 not seem to take offense, dut goodwaturely admits the truidl
» deprecations. Vera's habit doss not spring from melicicusness,
om & simple conviction that what she says is true, as it might
in cases. Vers also has the irritating bebit of referring to
syncrasies the two sesm 4svoted and well adjusted to each other.

SEUMEYKOS desiribed some experiences of previcus tours of
the USSR and problems they had bad with mesbers of thelr tour groups
who were too cutepoken, too 1esh or showed a lack of good jJudgment in
other ways. I found this recognition of wwive conduct heartening, 8s .
1t.nmwmuwuammmmmwazmswwu
up against on an operational mission. They know Soviet reslity, bhave
guch as £ilm confiscation, Intourist route run-arcunds and other chronie
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digcomfituves experianced by those who travel in the USSR. . Both deg-
wwammmmamwmmmmgwmof
iness

b, Fouwmsmr,xmmsmmsmwmwm
gtatler-Hilton for atdon. The SHUMEYKOs firet signed
secrecy agresments after mﬁmmmwmm
I then t0ld them that my egency was interested in thedir trip and pare
tioularly in viwt thay might see while tyeveling. I asked wheither
they would be villing to cocparate with us by allowing thameslves to
be btriefed prior to thelr dsparture se thadt they knew wbat to look for.
With little hesitation they both agreed. We discussed in gimersl terms
varicus aspeats of Soviet life snd activity whieh are of intereat to
this Agency. Feeling myself on very fim ground with the couple I
memwoxwmw,dmmmaf

mtwmmmmumm I stated tiat cur disoussion
was philosophiiecal only and thet it vas unlikely that I woulld ask them
to do any special photography.

5. I pext brought up eontact with Soviet citirens, & subject on
which, again, they were wall versed. They 4id not consider contact
with Soviet citizens as imposaible frem the safety standpoint or even
very dangercus provided that one albways used common sense and kept him-
salf covered with a plausible story. In the end they seemed ocupletely
villing to accapt either s photographic or contact misaicn provided
that they bad plausible cover in either or both cases. Having estab-
lished the degres to which they would cooperate, and without making sny
definite statement as to our intention, I conoluded the conversation by
asking the couple to 11l cut psrsonal history statementa, which they
444 @gdte willingly.

6. We agread that Iwuld phone them concerning subseqient meet.
ings prior to their departuce. It was understood that they would be
- briefed in one or two evenings in Hew York, since they were extremely
tugy getting ready for their trip and were working literally night and
day.

K2 mummmuummm
REPGKINers. Firet, having been in the USSR, they axe over that
m&mwmwmmmmm,mm
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mmte,mmhwmmferwwm mm&
muammem:mummmwe:m, plplessnnes
lonaliness and futility. The SHIMEYKOs would be fairly immune to
this condition. Second, the SHUMEYKOs athma m:bmt
ammxwﬁnsw&tmmﬁmmbemwgmmmm
ulmau&wﬁltt&ttwmmmwummhmm
for whatever action we should sk them to take. . Bused on these con-
nmm,xwmtwmammmﬁmmm
wmm,upmgwmmmmmuwmt
testing and training of the couple.
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