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TO : Chief, OIS Division, 0SO DATE: 1l April 1952
FROM : Chief, Contact Division, 00

SUBJECT:  Contact by 00 of Oscar HALECKI, Polish Historial at Fordham Universi ty

REFERENCE: (a) Discussion Betw‘een [y 2, SR Division, and £ .
0IS.
(b) Your Case K-8071
(c) ConversationZ  3-(C T, 7 April 1952,

1, Forwarded as an attachment is a statement prepared by Dr.
Oscar HALECKT on 10 April 1952.

2. Tpe statement - "My Opinion on Polish-Ukrainian Relations
Between tne Two World Wars" - was prepared in accordance with general
specifications received from £ I in reference (b).

3. With the fulfillment of the requirement, we are closing
this case.
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MY OPINION O POLISH:UKRATHNIAN RELATIONS BETWE:zN THE TWO WORLD WARS.

The complexity of Yolish-Ukrainian relations resulted to a large extent
from the fact that modern Ukrainlian nationalism developed around two enti-
rely different centers: Kiev and LWJAW. In Kiev, the historical capital of
the Ukraine, the movement was directed against Czarist Russia which con-
trolled most of the territopy of the Ukrainian people but denied their very
exlstence as a separate nationﬁhere was no direct reason for any conflict
with the Poles who suffered under the same opressor. On the other hand,
LWSW, a predominantly Polish citﬁwas the capital of Austrian Poland, the
province of Galicia which as a whole had a Polish majority and during the
last fifty years before Vorld Viap I enjoyed a large degree of autonomye.

The Ukrainian part of bhe population, predominant in the rural areas of
Eastern Galicia, was sometimee played off against the Poles by the central
authorities in Vienna but tried in vain to obtain an administrative divi=-
sion of Galicia into a Polish and a Ukrainian part.

VWhen the Habsburg Monarchy disintegrated in October 1918, the Ukrainians
of Eastern Galicia, not without Austrian support, tried to establish ﬁhere
a so~called Western Ukyainiah Republice. The Polish population strongly
resisted, particularly in the city of Lwow, and by thé end of June 1919,
after hard fighting, the restored Poland Wangain in the possession of the
whole of Galicia.

In the meantime, the Ukraine proper, after proclaiming her independence
in the course of the Russiam Revolution of 1917, was fighting a desperate
struggle against the Bolsheviks who wanted to bring her under a Communist r
regime directed by lMoscow.. In order to obtain Poland's help in that war,
the Ukrainian Government of Petlyura, in April 1920, made an agreement with
Pizsudski, according to which lastern Galicia and the wstern part of the /
neighboring province of Volhynia wre recognized as belonging to Poland ‘V/i
which being already in war herself against Bolshevik aggression, now joined

the Ukrainian forces and sutceeeded in liberating Kiev. Soon, however, the
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Red Army retook the offensive and pushed back the Poles to the gates of
Warsaw. Poland proved strong enough to save her own existence#ut having

found no adwquate support in th allied Ukraine, being exhausted herself, and

‘knowing that the Western powers wanted her to make peace with Russia as

soon as possible, did so in the Riga Treaty of March 1921. That peace of

compomise#ave Poland an eastern frontier which in the southern sector exactly

- coincided with thw line fixed in the agreement with Petlyura’and which

recognized the independence of the Ukraine but under the Communist regime
which was tp join the Soviet Union in the following years

Lxen those Ukrainians who had favored cooperation with Poland, resented
that solution, especially as the Soviet regime, after an initial phase of
"Ukréinization", treated Ukrainian nationalism with the utmost ruthlwsnesse
The compafatively small part_of the Ukpainian people (the statistics are
highly controversial) which the treaty of Rig¥a left under Polish rule,
was

were. In many respect'in a more favorable situation but, of cotrse, far from

being satisfied with their role as a minority in a country against which

they had beeh fightin#a few years ago. They wre particularly disappointed w.

when the Polish Government did not grant them the territorial autonomy
which had been occasionally promised, and failed to establish a Ukrainian
University. The requested autonomy was, however, difficult to orgaﬁize, since
pPrecisely in Eastern Galicia where the Ukrainians were indeed fully pre=
pared for self-government, they were so inextricably mixed with the Polish
populationkhat in turn the rights of the latter would have had to bs p%o—
tected in the autonomous area. As to the University, the Ukrainians wanted
it to be opeg;d in the city of Lwéw where they constituted unly about one
fourth of the inhabitants and where the co=-existence with the old Poligh
university of that city mipght have created serioud troubles.. Finally,only
a few chairs w?e given tq Ukrainian scholars in the Univerdities of Cracow ”
and Warsaw, and in the latter city a Ukrainian Scientific Institute was /

!
created, serving as a center of Polish-Ukrainian cooperatione \/
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/ Cultural and economic organizations of the Ukréinians freely developd in
Eastern Galicia also, but the political tension continued there , varying or
in degree, throughout the twenty years of Poland's independebce. Insignifics
was the Gommunist "irredenta', looking towards the Soviet Ukraine. But few
wre alzo the Ukrainians ready to cooperate with the Polish authofities, taki
advantage of the representation which they ajways had in the Polish Parlia-
ment. Most of their political leaderspre in strong opposition, any construc=
tive reform program lacking umfortunately on either side, Furthermore, the
activities of some extreme nationalists were so obvious%y subversive and eve
terroristic that they provoked, in 1930, an attempt to "pacify" EHastern Gali
by police measures which were carried out wth the brutality usual on such oc:
sions. On the other hand, Ukrainian terrorists murdered the following year
poeéisely the one of the Polish political leaders, Ir. HoIéwko. who was most
sincerely working for an improvement of the situation, and in 193lianotljer
,politica murde1: that of the lMinister of the Interior lir. Pierack%, whom

(% il 4RI valheh) poathotic. Mo Wojr Hreuttan
the ﬁkrainianSAheld responsiblefor severae.npalice-messures, marked the climax
of the latent crisis. In reaction against a dunger which seemed very real.
the only concentration camp ever existiqg in ;oland, was created to check
nationalist agitation from any quarter.:Much more efficient wa%&ndeed a more
conciliatory attitude adopted by both-Sides on the eve of.the general Zuro-~
pean crisils.fven under the new, lessdemocratic Constitution of 1935,eighteen
seats were secured to the Ukrainians in Parliament and occupted by more mo-
derate leaders who declared their full sokidarity with the Polish people
at the hour of the German aggression. And while ih the earlier years the greea,
spiritual leader of the Ukrainiahé, the Uniate Archbishop of Lwéw Monse A
Szeptycki, had had some difficultiés with the Polish authorities, relations
later becameéquite satisfactory and the Uniate Church, though closely assc-
clated with Ukrainian natiomalism and therefore persecuted by all Russian k/}
regimes,, could have played an impobtant role in f§ a reconciliation of the

Ukrainians with Catholic Poland, if more time had been ler't to both peoples

to work out their problems in peace. 47 7L/é¢6%%963/




