16 February 1968

Jameys

The attached indicates (as have premious reports) that there is diseord
at the Soviet Mission. One can't help but feel also that some of Kochubey's
true feelings (and not only his but also the feelings of some of his colleagues)
have come tiough during his talks with the source.

An interesting comment by Kochubey was that the Mission would not attempt
to deny recent reports in the Western preass abogtt Chornovil et al besause it would
be foolish to pretend the reports were not true.

In para 5 there is feferenco to the report of the Ukrainian delegation
from Canada which appesred in Viewpoint. It is interesting to note Kochubey's
comment that it is not an every day ocourro;:oo for members of the party to openly
oriticige the system, (FYI: a 9 February article in the Toronto Daily Star
stated that a former Communist member of the Ontaiio Legislature vho led "She last
famous battle within the ranks of the Party of Canada over national rights for Sovief
Jews, said that the bitter battle over Moscow(s attempts to Russify 40 nillion
nationalistic Ukrainians could lead to desertions by more than half the party's
membership. He slao aghed, "Are they /the Russians/ the master race? Or is 1t
that everybody is equal / in the Communist world/ but they are more equal?"

Also note that Kochubey said this report Ly the delegation was the "final nail
in Skaba's coffin®, and that S8kaba and his deputy have been removed from office.
(FYX: According to en 11 February item in Radvangks fkraina, Skaba was still in
office, and there have been no offlcial anmouncements noticed in the press,

&l though another source from Kiev paid Skaba was replaced by ¥. D. Ovcharenko,

a 1liberal in the nationalist question and that Skaba was made director of the

Inst. of History at the Ukrai%iﬁ?_ As.)
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