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Subject. HUMENIUK Ivan Nazareggch!iReviﬁ ReEresentative-obgegveg gf

the Russina Orthodox Church to the iorld Congress of the

Catholic Lay Apostolate, in October 1967 cIT USSR
iiis address: Xiev, wul. Pushkina,36 Occ cLsR 6y

pate : 18 Nov 1987 ’ MICROFILMED | | ' _
ource v /g BRI

The following conversation was'held with a representativesobserver
from the Orthodex Church of the Soviet Union at tie Jorld congress of thu
Catholic Lay Apostolate held in Rome in COctober. The subject had been
appointed a reyfesentative—observer ky to tiais Congress by the Kiev
Archbishop, Thilaret. ue wus accompanied by « Hussian from lMoscow and |
the »oscow bishop, Yuvenaliy (a fairly yocung man). Yuile in Rome, . the
three delegates stayed at the ilotel "Consul" on the Via .urelia 727.

The mceting reported here was held in the lobby of tuis hotel.

The subject was born in 1928 in Podillya. e is 1,75m tall, dark
blona, ﬁlue—eyed, with regular features. Fairly well dressed, talkative,
pleasant personality. He speaks Ukrainian very well.zard He is married ty
a Ukrainian and claimed that they always speak Ukrainian at home. ]
The meeting with the Source took place on 18 October,1967 ' b

L
1) The subject explained why Philaret is only an archbishop and not /‘
the Metropolitan of Kiev and Galicia, Philaret, whose secular name is o
Yykhaylo Denysenko, was bhorn in 1929. He is very comnscious of being
Ukrainian and speaks Ukrainian. Although still very young for a clergy-
man, he Xaxma already has very important achievements to his name in the
Russian Orthodox Church, He had heen a nrofessor in the TheologicaL'
Academy in Moscow and later, its reétor. Because of his important |
position in loscow, he was at all times one of the important and influen-
tiad people in the Lioscow patriarchate. \
slexei, the Patriarch of loscow, is very old (in iecemher of this
yg@ar he will be 90) and therefore unable ol jgovern the Church, ilowever,
there is a priest by the name of"Ostapov living in the patriarchate, who
is a bit younger than 4lexei but his very good frimnd frow youth. This
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Ostapov, altirough he is a clergyman, does not practice his Priestly duti

Apparently, just after tihc [olshevik levolution, hie had been once of thos
priests who had collahorated with %! w regime. The lussian Orthodox
Church had fought against such priests and had deprived them of their

clerical duties. ‘‘hen the circumstunces changed and the Church's attitu
to such priests softened, Ostapov, who was an o0ld friend of .ilexei's, ro
all the way to the patriarchate. slthough he does not "pructice his
priestly dities", (the subject did not explain why this is still the cas
after Ostapov had made peace with the Church), he does in practice admin
ter the mmkrim entire patriarchate. The subject described Ostarov as a
ruthless, power-hungry man.

While still rector of the Theological iAcademy and living in the
patriarchate, Philaret came into conflict with Ostapov. The subject
claimed that thcere was some "personal" misunderstanding,between the two
men, but did not state what this was exactly. ‘“'hen the Letronclitan of
Kiev, Yoasaph intoncvych died in 1966, Denysenko (Thilaret) was appointet
archbishop of Kiev and Galicia and exarch of Ukvruiney but Ostarov object
to Philaret having the title of metropolitan, arguing thut he is still
too young. The subject stated thaut in snite of this, tihe Ukrauinian peow)
are expecting Thilaret tc receive tuis title in the near future, and thir
that X% this will probably happen this,ﬁecember when PPatriarch Alexel
celebrates his 90t birthday.

Ine subject was very emphatic about the fact that the title of
metropolis cannot be taken away from the kiev and Galician Church. ‘ihe
Kiev metropolitan and exarch of Ukraipe has third place in the Hussian
Orthodox Church. The subject explaincd that the first place helongs to
the Patriarch himself, the second to the Metropolitan of licscow (more
exactly known as the Krutytyskyy and Kolomynskyy lMetropolitan), third to
the Metropolitan of Kiev and Galicia, fourth to the lietropolitar of
Leningrad. The four of them make up the permanent and unchanging body of
the Kyk Synod; the other members of the Synod change aldd arc elective.

2) Cn the most nart Church services in Ukraine are held in Church
3lavopnic. The subject stated that the peonle are used to this and feoel
ne need to introduce medern Ukruinian into the services. However, in

A new missal

in which all services are in Ukrainian is in preparation. This missal

will be fore usﬁ throughout Ukraine, but will not yet be compulsory.




3) The subject mentioned the Archbishop of Ivano-Frankivsk and Kolomy
Josyf, und stated that he is a sincere Ulrainian. The subject did not

remember Josyf's secular name.

4) The mugazine Pravoslavonyy Visnyk (The Orthodox :erald) has apain

resumed nublication in Lviv, It had ceased nublication for sowme time -
the subject did not explain why., This magazine was and still iz the
organ of the Ukrainian exarchate,

5) There are three institutions of theological studies in the Soviet
Union: tiae Theological Academy in kioscow, tac Theological .icademy in
Leningrad, und the Theological Seuwinary in Odessa. ilowever, there are
many students of theology who study by means of corressondeice courses a
only go to the taeological institutions to take their examinations.

6) tionasteries in Ukraine still exist in Kiev, Pochayiv, and in Koret:
in R[ivne Oblast. The subject stated that the monks in ‘ochayiv are no
lonzer bein:s persecuted. ©Cn the whole the Church is huving an casier tit
now in the Soviet Union. {vei: new churcies are being opened. The subJje«
ctaimed to know this because in his position as secretary to Arciibishop
hilaret, he aundles all the wmore important mutters relating to the Ukraj
ian Church. ‘ithen asked to name ut lecast one newly-opened church, the
subject gave tiae previously closed Churci: of 5t. Illya in the i"odol ®xsk1
district of ‘iev as an exanple.

7) +hen asked about the advantages of attending a dobgress of the
Calbholic lay apostolate when all religious propaganda is forbidden in the
Boviet Union, the subject adwitted that public religious propaganda is
forbidden in the soviet Union, but that they huve other wecans of propagat
ing reitigion, ‘The basis of tois activity is the fawily. In a Christian
fawily, the puarents can teach their children religiong; they"can" do this

.

in the sense thut in fact no one has the power to forbid tuiis., There is
also uroctier way: a fauily invites a priest into tucir home and asks i
to teuc: tihom "God's laws", i.e. religion,

is not againsi Joviet law because altuacugh the priests are forbidden to
teach cutsicde tike church on their own ipnitiative, they wuy do so when
aksed,

'

fhe faithful alse fulfill their apostolic function in private con-
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versations with atheists in which religious topics arc broached. But with
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those atneists wio Xag laugh at religion, "we want nothing to do with
that kind. That kind cannot be « friend of nine. Hut they can do nothi
to us. Vlor instunce, I was never a communist, but I obtained a higher
education, finished university, and specialized in Ulrainian language an
literature.” ‘hne subject considers communists und atheists to be the
same thing. .ccording to him, u communist is automaticuily a non-believ
"But there is a majority of believers in the boviet Union; there are
areund 10 million communists, or aowever many of them there ure, in the
Soviet Union, and all the others arc believers, some more, some less.
ven communists ask others to take their (Communists') children to be

bantized in cnurch,

a8 Young people, with the excention of those who belong to Nomsomol
= i b ] i . T L4

also come to church. 4t 12 - 14 they make their first iloly Communion.

Cf course, no one compels them ®m to o this, but the good exampnle of

¥
X

their familiies influences them.

9)
N, ;. p . - v ., . m .
It is u3 n baptized to like like Christians. Their
of their duties.

10) The congregation of o parisih look .fter the meeds of the ¥RuURERX
church und the purish. fhey hold meetings under the chairmanship of the
priest, and decide on all mutters pertaining to finances. VPriests and
monks live on the contributions wmade by the faithful ané from the sale
of candles. The government does not subsidize the priests in any way.
The gandles are thac government's only concession. %he matter is handled
in the fallowing manner: the government sells pure hees! wax to the
churches in return for the contributions of the parishioners. ‘(The
subject emphasized that tiis is pure bees' wax, because their €hurch
does not allow the use of candles muade of any other kind of wax.) This
wax is then made into capndles in variocus places - usually in monasteries.

ravy

Lage entire jrofit from tne sale of these cundles is kept by the Church

1

and divided among the #mr dioceses and parishes.

i1) In order to huve a new church opened, the faithful must collect
<+
v

the signatures of all those intervsted in this nmatter und present tuais
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list to the anpropriate authorities. There are men in cach oblast who
have bheen ‘authoriged in religious natters". In renly to the reporter's
aunstion whether the people are not afraid to sigr such netitions, the
subject answered that they cannot be afraid because they do sign them.

YT, 4

12) legarding the possibllity of renewing the Ulirainian treek Cataolic
Church, the subject stated that he hus hoard nothing abont tiis and does
rot know 1ow those @atholic nriests wao refused to become Orthodox live.
He goes hnow of priests who have lately come to the Orticdox bisheps

asking; for a parish,

13) e subject stated that he felt respect for Curdinal Slipyy wuom
he saw during the congress. ile regretted that he was rot noar enough to
nim to ask for nis hlessing. e expressed a wish to speak to the
Cardingl, bhut claimed that he did not have cnough courage te go to sce

him in the Vitican,

14) In relating some of his meotings with Ukrainian represcntatives
from the Jest to the Congress, the subject exnressed disappointment. Une
of thew had said tos him: "You ought to be a Catholic, nont Orthodox!"
The subject exnlained, "ihy xRaim should I be Cathoelic? I was horn
Orthodox and my parents vere Yrhbhodox. Of course, I should not be an
enemy tc he Catholics - but tais is apother matter.” He reswects the
Catholic Church because he thinks there are many similarities hetween
the Ortacdox and the Catholic Churches., tiowever, he has pno great liking
for any of thc irotestant sects. dAccording to him they are the heretics
who perverted Christianity. ‘There are i'rotestant sects in the 3oviet
Union, hut in the Ykraine the people are not sympathetic ¢¢ their views.
Sometimes, on important holy days, such as Naster, these sectarians stanc
just outside the ciurch and try to convince tae faithful te leave their
Church and join their sects. But the pmegpuzk people maksza chase them
QWay.
15) The subject admitted that tacere is dussification in Ukraine, but
stated th.t in his opinion and judging from his experience, the Ukruinian
themselves are to blame for this. [No one forces the Ukrainians to speak
fussian; they do tuis of their own accord. ile gave an exanple of a
Ukrainian father wise has children of scheo® age. hear his home there is
B i boe S T




a Ykrainian sciool, but instead of sending ais culldren to tuis scaool,
tiis futher sends tuenm to the ‘cissian schwwol wiidiceh is four dlocks furthe
In arother oxua :le the subject mx told of peosdle wie nave Ukredinian sur-
numes waich indicate thut they surely nmust be Uhradinian, but wie list

themselves as .ussians. If one tells them that it is iuwpossible for tas
to be sussian under the circumstances, taey argue ti.t wmaybe once long
ago their ancestors werc Ukrainlan, but they themselves arc <ussian,

The subject said,"Cften together with my Ukruinian friends, we asl our-
sleves: why is fhis? ‘hut is tie reason for this? iAnd we do not know

the answer. [ am afraid for the future of our nation.” But the subject

3

onger discussion, e agreed
o
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was afraid to discuss the possibilit of an independent Jlraine, claim
ing that it wam impossible. Dut 1
t

it would be desirable to attain at lea he kind of indeunendence that
oumania has,
To »nrove thu
things Ukrainian, & y ubject it ’ sout a friend of hiis
Ivan Honchar, +ho collects everytii Ul ar: follklore. T
subject himself xx wmarried fw a Ukrginian, although before marriegphe
- ,

kept cowmpany mostly with Btussiuns, Tt now he knows from .xnerience taat

Ukrainians ousht to marry other Uly iinians,

16) The subject knew nothing of the arrests - neither of tiose occuring
last yocar, nor of Vyacheslawv Chornovil's. “hen the renorter told hinm
that Chornovil worked for the tiov radio, the subject said that he has
friends fkherx working there, ut no one had told hiwm anytiing of Chorno-
vil's arrest. ‘then in return for the subject's £x gifts of a bottle of
Ukrainian whiskey and some hooks, the renorter gave him a copy of

Ukrayinske Slovo (Ukrainian Yord) in which there is an article uhout

the Chornovil case, and the letter from Chornovil, Skochko und Sheremetye

va to Perets, the subject hastily hid the newspaper into his briefcase.
f

The wihole matter of the arrests seemed tn interest him a great dec

was very surrrised by the fact that anyone by the name of shiecremetyeva
had signed the letter to crvets, bhocause to him ti sounded lile a sussiar

pame,

17) The subioet did not know whetlher there arc any secret iiberation

organizations in Ukraine, but he added,"It is possible that there arc,”




i8) The subject huad not heard of apy disturbances created by the

students ¢f ¥iev. Ilo only kpew car, just as every other yoar

)/'
Haero xzum many jeople gathered arcund ohevehenko's wonument where tihe;

3

made speect ang rs und read poctry.  He wmentiopnced that rach and
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