
Re: VIRSKY Dance Company 
Date: October 12 - 23, 1966
Source: Bdp

DECLASSIFIED AND R ELEASED BYCENTRAL INTEL LIGENCE AGENCY
SOURCESME THODSEXEMPT ION 3829IAZI WAR CRIMESO ISCLOSLIRE ACT
DATE 2007

le 10..12 About 11 AM B. came to the Hotel Edison where the Dance Co. had its

rehearsal in a small Ball Room. The rehearsal was going at the full
speed. B. was standing outside the Ball Room and observing the rehear-

sal through open door.

After a while there came a few men with some papers in their hands.

They looked like company's administrators, and they were discussing

some business with Hurok's representatives. They were constantly

coming in and going out of that small room in the front of the Ball

Room.

When they were less busy, B. approached one of tire administrators and

asked him whether Mykhaylo Pavlenko is here with the company. He replied

that Pavlenko did not come this time to the U.S. with the company, and

asked B. if he is by any chance Borys Maiko. When B. answered that he

is, the administrator then introduced himself as Volodymyr Fedotovych 

SEMENYAKA and said that Pavlenko sends NI B. greetings. At this point
Semenyaka asked B. "where is your friend Roman?" When B. asked him

which Roman he is thinking of, Semenyaka replied that the one who toge-
ther with B. met Pavlenko. B. explained that Roman he is thinking of

is not here and will not be here because at present he is in military
service. When B. =awl= asked Semenyaka about Pavlenko, he replied
that at present Pavlenko is on leave for Jcholarly work -- he is finishing
his dissertation and preparing its defence which should take place at

the beginning of December. His dissertation is in the field of history

but Semenyaka did not know its topic.

After a while came there other administrators and Semenyaka 4 introduced

B. to Danylo Danylovych FEDORYACHENKO -- company's director, Leonid Serhei•

gifiQUENIAXXLIM
	 xxxlantwomaxxxxxorxxxxxxxxx

yevych SOZANIVSKY -- chief administrator, and Valentyn Nykolayevych LYPATOV -
manager of the tour.

To other questions about some other B's acquaintances 	 Kostyuchenko and

Boyko	 Semenyaka just lax replied that"they are at home, working, and are

all right."

L.
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After some time BorYs MISHCHENKO noticed B. standing and came out

from the rehearsing room with a big smile and apparently happy to

see B. but as saon as he noticed that B. was standing with SEMENYA-

KA the expression on his face changed quickly and he asked in Russian

whether B. knows borys aaikel. When a. told him that it is not Mai-

kel but Maiko and that B. is the one, Rishchenko said that he has

greetings and a little gift for B. from Pavlenko. When Semenyaka

left them and went somewhere, Aishchenko then was talking to B. as

Us an old friend. He said that everything is just fine with him,

he had a vonderfUl summer out in the country, his wife MARIA is here

with him, and he went to get her. When he returned with Maria she was

very glad to see B. and embraced him. She said to her husband, "I have
told you that B. will come to meet us." And turning to 13, she added

IliAX "we were even looking for you at the airport." B. replied that
if they would let him know when they were to arrive in New York he

most certainly would have wmaccome to greet them at the airport.
After a few minutes of conversation Miahchenko took out of his wifeio
pocketbook something wraped in a paper and gave it to B. saying that
it is from Pavlenko -- it was an Easteregg carved out of wood. They

said that they are very tired after a long journey and in addition
to that they were rehearsing since 9AM. At 1PH there supposed to be

an intermission for an hour because at 2PM they were to rehearse with

the orchestra. They were expecting the rehearsal to be over about

LiPm. They could not spend too much time talk4ng with B. and left to
join the salmmi other dancers at the rehearsal.

It was already 111.1 but the rehearsal continued. At 2PM they started
to rehearse with the orchestra and there was no hope for an intermis-
sion, so B. miroaxtur left.

B. returned about 4Pm. Rehearsal was still going strong. There was
no one in the outside the rehearsing room and only from 1;ime to time
some dancers came out and asked B. for a cigarette. After a few puffs
they went back.

_s71L-p4-4K
At one time Vasyl sommis approached B., shook hands and asked for a
cigarette. He didn't say anything to B. and walked away.
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Mishchenko said to lJenya_KRUTOVERTABV that B. is here and he came
out to greet B. but went back inside right away.

After a while came out VIRS4Y. Noticing B. he approaced him and nk

shook hands. He asked for a cigarette and sat down. He looked very

tiret and worn out. Right away came there a few "administrators" and
Virsky could not talk with B. because they kept him busy with something.
After finishing a cigarette Virsky went inside.

There was also SMENYAKA. He approaoed B. and said that it is not
true what B. told him about Roman that he will not be here, because

he just had a call from Roman and they will meet at i5Pm.

The rehearsal was till 7PM and when it was over it was easy to tell

that the dancers were very tired because all through the rehearsal

Virsky man worked them very hard and in a fast tempo.

When Virsky came out after the rehearsal B. asked him when it would be
possible for them to meet and added that B. has some books for him.

At the mention of books Viraky seemed wityxxxgatxtd to be very eafer
to meet with B., however, he said that it would be impossible before
the premiere because until then he had too many things to take care of.

Aishchenko and his wife also said that they could not see B. that eve-

ning because they were too tired and needed some rest.

h 10-13 After the concert B. went to the stage exit. When VIRSKY came out he

said that he is very tired and cannot see B. that evening. However,

he asked B. to call him the next day about 10AM and arrange the meeting.

Bo gave him two books: "Bereh Chekan" by Symonenko and "Ivan biOnko:
Sotsializm i liarksyse by B. Kravtsiv. Virsky was very enat thankful
for the books and right away put them into his coat pocket. B. asked
him where wiitmeasuniOn the ensemble will be on 6th of January. B.

explained that on 6th of January is Ukrainian Christmas Eve and it

would be a good idea to prepare for him a traditional Ukrainian Christ-
mas Eve anzi dishes. At the mention of this Virsky went somewhere and
when he returned after a few minutes he said that they will be then in
Toronto, When B. asked him about other cities and the dates they will
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visit them, Viraky replied that he does not have the list with him

but will give it to B. nimaxsix the next day.

B. approached Semenyaks and asked him if he met with Roman on Wednesday

evening. He replied that he did but asked B. of which Roman he is thin-.

king. B. answered that he is asking about the same Roman about which

he was asking B. the day before. Semenyaka said that he met with Roman

but a different one and he seemed to be somewhat disappointed.

There was also STUPAK standing alone. B. approached him and said that

he has for him greetings from Roman with a beard. He was asking B. about

Roman. B. asked Stupak about the new happening in Ukraine and the recent
arrests of young intellectuals in particular. Stupak replied that he does

not know anyting about the arrests because there was no mention of it in
their newspapers and this is his only means of information. When B. was

lighting his cigarette, Stupak asked B. where he could get some good flint,

because their flints are too soft and do not last very long. B. promissed

to get some for him.

Hishchenko and his wife were too tired to go anywhere with B. but pro-

missed to do so the next day. Maria gave B. poems by Symonenko and a

small book with pictures of Kiev. B, gave them a book of poems by Symo..

nenko published by emigres. They exchanged the books with a lot of caw.

tion and Maria added that "it is better if our people would not see it."

Fr 10-14 B. called VIRSKY at 10;02AM and his wife replied that ksXXXXXPOxii1411=

I "he just went downstairs and will be back in about hafl an hour."

130 called in half an hour but Virsky was not in his room yet. B. kept
• calling every hour and finally about 3PM he contacted Virsky. Virsky

excused for not knsgpissmitimmisesi being in his room but he had too much
work in conection with some changes impagtamx in a program. He could
not say yet what time he will be able to see B. and asked him to call
about 6PRo When B. called at* 6PM Virsky asked B. to come to see him
at 7:30P.

When B. came to Virsky's room his wife went out right away Iix leaving
them alone, although Virsky had a two room suit.
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B. gave to.Virsky a package with books: "Kn:ha Sposterezhen" I & II;

"Blahoslovy Maty"; "Novo Ukrayinake Pyamens vo"; "Corollarium"; "Pro

Socialism i Markeyse; and poems by Symonenko (2). Virsky thanked for

the books, however, he did not open the package. He asked B. for another

book of Symonenko l s poems. B. replied that the book is in the package.

Further, Virsky asked for volume II of "Istoria Ukrayinskoyi Kultury"

and was sorry to find out from B. that it is still in print. Also, he

asked B. about Ukrainian books on choreography published here. At this

point he mentioned about two "great scholars" on choreography in Ukraine:

Andriy Ivanovy0 HUMENYUK fa from Kiev and Ilta.manRASYMCRUE.__Lelsamil.a._______
working in museum of Academy of Science in Lviv. Both of tnem are pre-

paring new books on choreorgaphy which will be published 80024 Viraky

asked about the book on Ukrainian dances by Avramenko l any books on Ukral-.

nian dances and 16( famous Ukrainian dancers, and recent books by Boychnk

on motion pictures*

Viraky asked B. to call Bohdan Boyetuk and ask him to call Virsky. He

would like to see him.

When B. asked Virsky about the list of cities and the dates they will
be there, Virsky replied that he does not have the list with him because
they are making some changes in their schedule but promissec, to have it
for B. the next time they will meet again. Virsky only mentioned that
they will have 32 stops which is much too much. In Los Angeles they will
be for 3 weeks, i$ in Chicago 6-7 days. He just had a call to from Mr.
Yaremko from Chicago who told him that they are preparing a reception for
the ensemble on December 26.

Virsky mentioned that Mr. Hurok wants the ensemble to come to the U.S.
again in about 2 years*

Virsky stated that there are KNKAIXIi4dfilig in the ensemble 16 young dan-
s= cers who are for the first time abroad. Some of them finished the
ensemble's dance shool in Kiev only this year. he led explained that tks
askast there are only 25-30 students in the school at the time and they
study the-e for two years. At the end of their ctudies he chooses only

6.8 best students who will dance in his ensemble, the others can go any..

where they want to.
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B. asked Virsky about the present situation in Ukraine and about the
recent arrests of young Ukrainian intellectuals. Virsky replied that

kink he does not know anything about it because being constantly on the
move he does not have such good conections with the people who could

tell him about those things * and their newspapers do not print such
informations. He asked B. for the list of names of those arrested*

Someone told him back home that there was a humorous remark about the

arrests in "Perets", he thinks it was "Perets" but he was not sure * but

he did not read it. When B. told him that among the arrested is one

professor from Lviv university arrested for lecturing in Ukrainian law'
guage * Virsky replied that

it is very unlikely that one would be arrested just for that reason.

B. asked Virsky about Mykola Didyk who burned himself in Moscow. Virsky

was very interested in this news and asked B. about the details. He also

stated that he is going to find out about it among their people who should

know something about it * but refused to say who that person is.

About the group of Ukrainians who were trying to get to the American

and Canadian Ambassies in Moscow Virsky did not know anything * but com-

mented that it is impossible for the group of people even to try to get

there. One person can try it but he has a doubt mks if that person will

suss be successful in getting there.

About Bib did Virsky said that he met him 3 weeks ago and that he is

workingAthe publishing house "mystetstvo".

Virsky stated that Brezhnev is Ukrainian and that his mother still lives

in Zaporizhzha.

Virsky said that the congress of tbe writers of Ukraine already took
place and it was before the congress of the All-Union mxikgssx writers
took place because they had to elect delegates for the All-Union congress.

He added that at present they no longer appoint delegates but elect them
in a democratic fashion.
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When B. asked Virsky the names of ensemble's administrators and the

representatives of the iinistry of Culture, he had to look into his

notebook because he still was confused as to who is who.

In general, B. noticed that Virsky's memory is slowly failing ham.

He is confused as to the facts, dates, and names.

It was already time for Virsky to ga to the theatre so B. walked him

there, In the front of the hotel there was a mounted patrolman and

Virsky stopped there for a few minutes to admire Si= the horse. He

admitted that whenever he sees a mounted patro3aan he always spends

a few minutes to observ those horses. He thinks that they are amae

AMU zing for they are not afraid of all the street trafie and the

street noise.

When they got to the theater Virsky went inside without inviting B.

to go along with him.

After the concert B. met Borys MISHCHENKO and his wife MARIA. They
were still tired. but they wanted to keep their promise and agreed to

go with B. for a beer but for a short time only and not too far from

the hotel. As they started to walk they were Joined by Yuriv aALO-

VANYY -- ensemble's shoemaker. lie appears to be 26-30 years of age

and is married. In the bar he was very quiet and did not take part in
the conversation.

Maria has asked B. if he has 6020 acquaintances in Los Angeles who
could tell them where there are some good bargains in the city. When
B. asked her why she wants to do her shoping there, she replied that

most likely most of their baggage will be send home from Los Angeles.
Although there are many good places for shoping in New York City they

did not want to buy too many things here so they would not have to
drag it along all over the country. When B. asked her what exactly
she would like to buy, she replied that really sag nothing unless Aka
ciiâ something would catch her fancy while shaping.,
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Further MAlilA complained that her dancing in tae ensemble does not
permit her to fulfill her duties as a mother. The ensemble is

constantly on a tour and her ddughter, OLENEA, has to be brouht up

by her mother who is already quite old. MARIA thinks that it is
about time for her to devote herself to the up bringing of her

doughter. She has only 1714 more years to spend in the ensemble in
order to receive the pag pension and then then she will leave the
ensemble. She is with the ensemble since she was 16 years of agee

MARIA was showing her daughter's pictures and was talking about her.

BURY'S stated that he also wants to leave the ensemble but in order

to receive the pension he still has to spend 3 more years with the
ensemble. Although as a dancer he still is good enough for another

10-15 years., he is fed up with the gypsy life and would like to settle

down. After leaving the ensemble, he plans to take some telecasting .

courses and hopes to get a job as an art director supervising the

dance programs on TV.

Both, Borys and Maria were telling B. how they spent their summer,

how mother was feeding them before they left for the tour, and how

their doughter was crying because of their leaving. Maria said that
her dequglIter is very smart and talented, especially to musio,xnaix

faximollatigaxgax She also has an inclination to foreign languages.

Maria wants to send her deaghter (now 6 years of age) itaitlitiLtti
xliporktxgXbdUAAIXARR next year to the English speaking school where

everything is taught in English from the very start. In the buil-

ding where they live there is a boy who goes to that school and her

aughter has already learned from him quite lot -.- she learned all

the animals in English and other things.

political
When B. started to talk about some XIIIIIANIAX matters Borys and Maria

always turned the conversation to Elifferent xxxxxxx subjects. IXXXAA

Most likely they did not want to talk about it in the presence of

Malovanyy.

They were really tired and in addition to that Borys did not feel well

the whole day so they wanted to go. They were sorry that they could

not stay longer but assured B. that they will make mixtbit it up at Bos
home when they will be in Philadelphia. B. walked them to the hotel.
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On the way from the hotel, just around the ooaner, B. met yikter 
xevaea REBBET 	 standing with aome Ukrainian from queens. It looked
like they already had a drink and now that Ukrainian was talking Reshot
nyak into going for another drink. B. approached aeshetnyak and greeted
theme and that Ukrainian took Be for one of the members of the ensemble.
11XXIclialXiitifill B. neither confirmed nor denied it. finally, after
a long discussion they all went for coffee.

While having coffee, that Ukrainian was telling Reshetnyak and B. where
he lives, where he works, and other things about himself. He was also
asking questions about B. and his home in Ukraine. B. went along this
game and pretended that he is one of the members of the ensemble. It
did not please Reshetnyak. natter of fact, he was even =A somewhat mad
and told that Ukrainian that B. is also an American from Philadelphia.
That poor Ukrainian was so confused that he stated that he does not
believe neither B. nor Reshetnyaks

No 10-17

After finishing coffee B. and that Ukrainian walked Reshetnyak to the
hotel. At the hotel Reshetnyak asked that Ukrainian to wait for a few
minutes while he went to his room and brought down for him a record
and ensemble's insignia, but nothing for B.

B. called Virsky about 1 :rai and asked to see aim. Viraky adutimaxx
said that he wants to go for a walk with his wife and asked B. to come
to see him about 6 FN.

B. went to the hotel anyway hoping to meet someone there. In the lobby
there was RESHETNYAK and .;EVIENYAKA talking with Roman M. B. joined them
because there was no one else in the lobby. Reshetnyak left in a few

minutes and went to take care of some matters ' Semenyake continued his

conversation with Roman. They were talking about music, literature,
tried to

and arts, and aemenyaknock lown every argument presented by Roman.

3. did not take part in their discussion.

After a while Roman left with two female dancers who went with some
Ukrainian girl from New York City to see the town. B. was left with
Semenyaka and they were joined after few minutes by STUPAK. Stupak

was not taking part in the conversation and was just listening.
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During the conversation with B.,Semenyedea stated that:
1. he likes to cook and is good at that
2 * he was born in the village Borovyteya, Chernyhivsky rayon
3. he is married and has some children, but did not stated how many

or how old they are
4 * was telling B. how beautiful Ukraine is and that he should go there

for a visit
5. mentioned that on November 4 there will be an art exhibit in Paris

and many Ukrainian artists will participate there
6. in 1967 the ensemble most likely will visit Australia
7 * also in 1967 the Banduryst ensemble supposed to visit Japan, but

they are planning this visit for the past 5 years and nothing came

out of it so far.
b. in 1967 the various ensembles will spend very little time outside of

ickstx the USSR because of the celebration of the 50tu anniversary
9, when the enaeable will be in Washington, D.C. he most certainly will

go to see the statue of Tares Shevchenko. lie read about it a lot in
their newspapers

10. Lviv, in his opinion, is the most cultural city in the whole Ukraine.
There is the largest number of theaters, artistic ensembles, clubs,

musenms, and more performances take place than anywhere else.

U. when asked ukreakkitustaceskusisupdtaxxuyiiaagxkluit if Kostyuchenko has
ever published anything before, he replied that Kostyuchenko has
devoted now all ku his time to the scholarly work * 11E, is not wor-
king any longer at the Ministry of Culture but wri 	 now for the

"Radyansky 1-yemennyk". He is now better of because is he is his own
boss -- he sets his own hours and his own pace.

Semenyaka interrupted the conversation and said to Stupak "let's go into

the city." When B. asked him why he is not inviting B. to go along with
them, he replied "come along if you want to, but we are only going to
the store to buy something to eat."

B. went with them. At the store they bought a fried chicken, bread,

pickels, and milk.
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On the way from the store, at the hotel entrance, they met two dan-

cers * SEMENYAKA exchanged with them a few words and then turned to
B. and asked him to go with those two dancers to the pharmacy and help

them to get medicine because wife of one of those two dancers was ill.

One of those two was Oleksy Oleksandrovych HOMON, and it was his wife

that was ill. She is an interpreter of the ensemble.

miximmuudmixamixERMIEtlfMallEEF
After returning to the hotel, Bs asked the other one to sit down in the
lobby for a conversation and he agreed. His name is alw,LJILAkage.
vych PYROHQV -- 22 years of age, born in Dnipropetrovsks with the

ensemble in he is only a year, married 3 years ago, his wife is working

in the circus in Kiev, and she is also a dancer. PYROHOV finished

Virsky's dancing school but was not selected to remain with the ensem-

bles so he spent some time in the VIRYOVKA's ensemble. Only after

working hard and improving his dancing he managed to get to Virsky's

ensemble, and it bliff seems that he has a future ahead in this ensemble

now. With the Viryovka's ensemble he has visited East Berlin and East

Germany. Otherwise this is his first visit abroad. Also in the ensem-
le is his sister Antonina, 20 years of age.

PYROHOV refused to go NIMBI. for a walk with B. because Virsky strict-

ly enforces a rest before the performance. He also refused to have

a beer because even a smallest amount of alcohol will weaken his leg's

muscles. However, he went for a juice.

When asked about the youth in Ukraine, PYROHOV did not give any concrete

ant:var. lie said that in the cities as uell as in the villages %Wynn

HaNIUXHai the young people keep themselves busy -- they work or go4

to school, and their free time they devote to the activities of various

clubs -- sports, music, arts, etc. lie thinks that there is no difference

in the life of the city and the country youth. Hat:ever t he is not sure

because he does not know the country too well, In general, he has xec
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very little contact with the young people outside those in the ensemble

because his work MR takes too much of his time as it is;

!Then B. asked him about recent arrests in Ukraine, Pyrehav was startled by

at the news and aSked B. if he is joking.

It seemes that an0110V is very simple and limited young man who does not

have any interests outside his dancing.

However, he has one interest and it is women. Although he is married, he_

still visits sone of his old girlfriends and was telling about sane of his

escapades. Lpearantlz his sister kmws about his interest and for that

reason she watches his every move. He was asking a lot of questions about

American girls.

Pyrohov was also asking D. about medicine for his mother. He was told

back home that here in the States there is a medicine for liver stones

and he would like to get it for his mother. Also he was asking about

medicine that would cure a "wet eczema" and algclained its symptoms. D.

told him that XX one of his friends is XX ND and he will talk to him about

it and get prescription XX for the medicine.

Pyrohov mentioned that he bought himself naterial for suit. ne can not

buy a ready made suit because of his build but has to have then tnilor

made.
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About 5:30 ill Virelw walked with his wife into the lobby. At that time

there was IfE1X)MACIIITE0 and LIT'ATOV, and a few unidentified parsons and

they all ,rero talking with Virslq for a short tine. Ilion virs17 noticed

13. he approached bin and apmdca apologized that he would not be able to

see B. at that tine because sone reoorters cane and he will be interviewed.

lit naked B. to come to see him about 7:30 PM.

PYROHOV went into his room and said that perhaps after the performance he

will go with B. for a beer. Or course, it mill depend kINXIAIMUNMEX

on how his sister mill feel about it.

About 7130 Pn D, vent to Virskyl s room. This tine Virsky introduced his

wife to 3, but XiSX:rntattatiV.fnigiEaiNXUIIXXCg4 after a few ninntes she

left the room as she always does.

1. D. gave to Virsky a feu books: "Istoriya Ukrayinskoyi Literatury",

"fez arierty", "SkarhaloTionu"„ "70 .vi Poeziyi" HO. 681, and

"uchasnist" no. XXI 1	 1966.

2. 13. also gave bin "Visti z 7rolohu" with the statement on the recent

arrests in Malline and the arrested persons. Virsky glanced quickly

through "Visti" and said that he does not •nnd have a need for it agy

longer because he already reed xxxiawaiecvaang5 the sane in the

imet leaflets distributed in the hotel. 3. convinced bin that in

mVisti" LUZEMEEMitC/1091 there is much better coverage and Virsky

eecided to accept :A.

3. 13. asked Virsky about the list of the dates and the cities in which

they will perform and he dictated the Whole schedule to B.
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in the mean tIne.,,oraeone called VireIv and he said that some people

will come up to see him. It was 123, & aiS amazxo, the owners of

Kovbemiuk Traveling Agency, and they presented Virs4 with a pain-

ting by Slave Sumach. They stayed about 30 minutes and left.

Virslw remembered that he supposed to moot flostyk H. f	 1,10ba Sm"

nist" 3t15 PM at the theater and asked Bo to go with him because it

was already after 8 P11.

6. Aga4 r"Virel4y stopped for a or minutes in the front of the hotel to

wateh a mounted policeman.

7. On the way to the theater Viral mentioned that on j'anuary 16 the

snamble u131 c'eme again to Neu York City for 2.3 performances.

C. =magma Ho., -vas not ia the front of the theater so Virs4

went inside and asked B. to coma with him. RostYk was inside and

he had a lengthy conversation with Viral:7s Afterward Virs4 suggested

that Restyk and B. you'd go to coo the performance. Rostyk had to

leave and D. said that he will go after the intermission.

idi'eLfelt a little better and she was. "a-eel:stages ;Ile was vary

indignant' because of distributed	 eta at the hotel. She stated

that Ithoever was doing that wrle oven in her room and put the leaflets

under her pillow. She is .. :W.ssiati and does not Teak 1.1krainian. Her

English is fairs

During the intamis=ton eaue backstage 'i Q1t	 lis manners and his

emnrersation with L) indicated that he was mic displeased seeing D. there.

Backstage B, gave to OrdP4 "Visti z Prolohn" and flints.



After the perfermance TILOHCAt  said to Be that he can not go with him

or a boor because his sister does not feel good and she would not lot

hiu go without her,

Porvprq tlor4p, 1,4,,:ipaorxo agreed to go someruhero with D. X/1024440aUS

*Rd 7,Then they got to the corner they were approached by same Ukrainian

Rrom Queens with Borys and Maria spent same time the muumuu eve-

ning before. Since he had a car he suggested to go for a ride. He also

af;hed Borys to take along some of his good friends but :Dom replied that

at haaa all the dancers are his good friends but abroad his Only good

friend is his wife. However he asked aaiTounsov to cane along. Borys

said that first he mill go with Maria to the hotel like all good eqncers do,

and then he will noot	 ana the other fellow some distance away from the

113=4 hotel DO no one will see him where and with wham he wont;

That Ukrainian suggested to tako them to see the Ukrainian section and

they were very enthusiastic about the Isinaw idea,. They were very amazed

to see all the Ukrainian stores with the Ukrainian signs, charchl the new

school:, etc. Dorys and Maria wore anillg a lot of questions about the life

of Ukrainians in New York and in the States in general. Afterward ther

stated that it vas very educational for them an0 it was the begb evening

they have ever spent abroad.

at (I resurant
On tho way tack they stoppodinear the hotel to have something to at

because they ma= did not have food since noon They also had a couple
of drinks.



In gho restaurant xnuougscv asked D 9 whore is the best place to buy

a transistor radio. He nantioned that4 got a good radio last year in

Latin America but his brother •ns after him so he gave it to him and

a,dod "I am an artist anf frequently go abroad so I can get myself

anothor one." He also mentioned that whaaairer he goes abroad his
acquaintances beck home give him the whole listdk articles to got for

them. When B. asked him about woich articles the people ask ISICalag

rglacklx :0I, he replisd "it is to much to samaerate".

Krutavertsov mentioned that the two books of "Novi Foeziyi" which B.

gave him last year in 'Venezatela did not inpress his wife. The other

books which D. cave Lin he uns afraid to show his uife and keeps them

hidden.

Further ho was talking about his son, MAI 6 years of age. His wife

stepped rking (she ties uorhing in the publishing house) because she

is mpecting a baby.

azto, vras avElng D. if anyona here translated Dr. Zhivego into Ukrainian

because no one did it in Ukraine and she would like to have it. She meme-

tioned that when Symenanko was published in Ukraine all the copies were

sold out within a hour. Wow everyone is waiting for a second printing

but no one knows when it will come out

narir, and Krutovertsev uero asking D. about nadicino called Adalfan

for a high blood pressure.

Before they want to the hotel, =WU= D. gave to Maria "Visti z Prolohe.
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Ailadolphie Pa.

Fk • 1G-22 The dancers z rrive to rhileclelphia from WarlAngton, D.C. quite late.

Two buses arrived about 3P11 and the third,lor. in which -Lies Virs17, about

4 PM.

E. was there 4th his sister and introduced her to FrIDOITZACIZIO, =MT-

MAK, wzAtTovsKr, and SMAL, who arrived in the first two busee.

asal 	 (choreorapher and Virskyt r assistant) asked B.

where is the theater in uhich they were to 1)arform and al00 asked B. if he

could take him there, noticing that B. had hiss ear with him. He unnted to

sco the stace and Its rxennration for the uorEcrmance .so he could report it

to Virsky as soon as he arrives.

On thelwgy to the theater, Sehal complaining that all the dancers are vary

tired because their schedules are too fUll and they hardly havo tlme to

rest. In addition to *that, the dancers still did not get used to the time

difference and IMMISNIONMAZU to the American climate. Le was also

complaining about the stages, em:eciallT- in T'Ichmond and Washington, which

were no slipary that the dancers Ideaust only thraugh luck did not break

their logs. It is very exhausting and tiring to the dancers.

When D. commented that Irirsky does not look weLi Sobel replied that Virsiw

works very hard, and in addition to that he has some problems with his heart.

Than the third bus arrived, Virs17 came out end went straight to his room.

There 1,111S also MISIICHRTKO and his wife on the same bus. They only exchanged

greetings with B. and wont 	 got SOMO rest in their room because there waa

scheduled a short rehearsal for 6:30 PM.
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Within a for ninutos . liere was not a single dancer in the lobby. The

only one still there was 	 r (and 13, approached hin. At the same
LITVIN

-Una came down Na:mt =PM ( ensonble t s drummer) and joined then.

Reshetwjak said that he is thirsty so B. invited than for a beer. Be.

tier() B. had a tine to get the beer at the bar, Reshetnyak set the tables

so that he was sitting with D o s sister while D. had to sit togethor with

Litvins4.

Reshetnyak vas bur talKng with BS sister. He was asking her all sort

of questions about: harp her college, colleges in general, what She is

studying, D.: ialaa parents, tiaciphia, etc. It sewed that he was

double checking on the things that B. had told him.

Litvins34y was sakewhat sad and started to coLplain about his troubles.

Ho said that during the performance in War-Arington, D.C. nmsoomi his large

cymbal cracl:ed and he does not know how he is going to play in the evening.

He did not know what to do because he did not know where to bt/y a now one

because the stores were already closed but most important, he had no nongy

for a new one anyway. The cynbal which cracked he bought here in the States

the last tine ensemble was here in 1962. To all this, L. said that he has

a set of cymbals - one large and a pat of tam* smaller foot cydbals* When

Litvinsky found out that Fi t e gmbals are Turkish he almost kissed B. and

asked hill if L. could bring at least the large one for the performance.

D. a-reed.''his Delis nail° even Roshetnyak quite happy.

shetnya% :ma-Jested to Litvins•y thetpalthough they had not much time lert2

they take a ride am in a Bet  car and see the city* D. showed than the old

historical part of the city with Independence Hello Betsy Ross Bo ys°, and
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other. buildings there. Also the City Hall, Art Euseum, Franklin Istitute,

Free Library, Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral and other things along the way.

They liked Philadelphia and were sorry that they were staying here for one

performance only. D. tock them to the hotel and they mf:g arranged to meet

before the performance backstage.

3hortly before the 7.)erformance D. eame backstage. Litvinsky was waiting

for L. ihen U. gave him the cymbal he ;me looking it over and was very

Pleased with it and went to set it up right away. Just before , he left, .

he said "after the concert we vill celebrate at your house".

Soon came Reshetnyak and gyve two tickets for D. and !--i s sister. aff He

did it stay to long with Do becauee he Lad to take care of cone things

before the zennxectei performance.

After the perfornanco 3. went backstage to see Klga. V4 rs.T4y. L. intro-

duced his sister to Virsky and he gave her ensemble's booklet which he

authographed and B. gave him a few postcards with Shavehenko l s status

in Washington, ),O. Virs4 stated that while in Uashington he went to see

the statue. B. asked Virsky why he did not appeare on tho stage at the

end of the erferna ,eo as he veuall:y does and he replied that he feels

very bad, atioatanizdaudietlit and rii;ht auay he went to the otel.

D. found Pyrohav and gave him a rrescription for "vet 	 13. rlso

IC,a27. 433a2=hEi succestud :;hal; :IQ could etLhoi, medicine for hill and

1-1-2.1161t for him to Neu lark when they will be there in January but P-0,ro-

liov relied that he will get it himself and does not want to bother B.
is no

with it Further D. explained to him that there/medicine for liver stones

and there are no livez. stones. A	 friend, a medical doctors explained

that there are only gall stones and kidney stones and there is medicine
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only for kidney stonos. i'yrohav did not know at this point what kind of

stones hie mother has nor aTthing iore about the illness.

Extmgn Litvins17 approached B. nnd	 ddendsEthdizbosibusdrircagtmixdc

c,=cated that the cynbc1 vas very good and he likes it. He asked B. if

he should return it to D. and B. replied that U he like it oo mush ho een

keep it. No also said that mle of Wm his old acquaintances came to see

and invited 51-2. to :o over their houso for a little get together. Lit-

viito4 wanted to go taere because he eld not SO3 than since 1962 and invited

D. and his compaIly to Join them. With the hope to be alone stAit with Nish-

ohanko and his wife, xi: B. replied that he rather not go there because he

doos not knov those -oopl o. Litvinsky asked P. to cone to see him the next

Is101-11ing befoxo they lec.:ve.liaadeliAli:7„.

When B. found Mishohenko and his wife they tittamdmerritc

apologized that they can not go anywhere because there is a hard day

ahead of then with a trip to NEwark and two performances there.

D. went to the hotel and before ;,114.4a12aLa a.0 his wife vent to their roam

he gave them sane books; "Novi Poesiyi" NO. 6 & 7; "Ncive bicrayinske

PYsnenattro"; "Blehoslavy Naty 0 ; !Pro SocializnIL.ilarksysm"; poems by

Svmonenko; and "Suchesaist" no. 1 & 9, 1966. He also gave some books

to Jim:taxa:Wm : "Novi Poeziyi" NO. 6 & 7; "Blohoolovy ilat-y"; DOOMS by

Synomnko; "I;yobirAce; "Islavieniye"; "1; and '!Na Shauwe Posuditlychn.

In the hotel B. vas also talhinc With Pyrohov. He also refused to go

anywhere making excuses that he has to have a good rest because the next

day will be very hard for Idris B. offered him some books but Pyrohov made
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excuses that there is no ugy for 11 111 to get such books haue. B. replied

that if he woUld want to he could find a way as many other dancers who

ro,Neivcd various books not printed in Ukraine. Pyrohov commented that

has hormed about it that same dancers received books. When B. asked Ill=

if the dancers managed to get thaa hone, Pyrohov replied 3214% "1 think so".

D. did not force books an him.

Su 10-23 About 9 Ai ;30 went to Litvinsky t o room in the hotel. Li	 sky vas. talking

about music, musical instruments ) end about ivashchenko.(conductor of ensem-

ble's orchestra) and his groat talent as a conductor. Litvinaky knows a. lot

about Laic and it seems to be his only interest; other alibjects were unium.

portant to f ,:a him. P. gave him 7,)oens by Symonenko and "Suchanist" NO. 9,

and he gave P. c r000r4 There Una not much time for a conversation because.

soon Litvinalz bnd to take doun to the LIM hi8 bacgage but he was looking

foruurd to another meeting uith B. in January in New York City.

In the 7obby D. net :.'1A vOR1 AMEZIA). re asked D. about the VME Convention

Lallwhore	 the oerformanc took place - the year it was erected„En number

of seats thare, otc. B. nocle mrLe ,AiDae calls nd got the informations for

Be also asked &Lout the nanher of Ukrainians in thoingliv Philadelphia

and in other American and Canadian cities.

Lefax.e the buses loft, B. L.--nvo to oe dancers post cards with Show:honk° ts

statue	 Iiasitingtono D.C. 1 ..lany do:n.cors wore .asking about the postcards

fru:a ri olphia ijut B. did not have thea handy.

M*IN40,01 rAmonylm conuantod that he went to see the statue in Washing-

ton but he aid not like it. Ho asked B. to get for him Kannecly i s half

dollar explaining that some collectors back home asked him for it,



22

ashchenko nnel Lto Ie220 wore yen/ ofAclai touard 13. Portmps boom=

there were too mom dancers 4.1=rn:c noarth busoo*

'bat of the clamors as%od D, to come to sac them uthen they will bi; in

New York in January and 13. prapimJed to do DOI"


