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Prof. Yevsey Liberman of Bharkiv University came to Rome
Dec. 6, 1966 as part of his tour of Spain and Italy, where he

" held a number of conferences. In Torino he visited the

Fiat plant.

Rome conference

The conference was sponsored by the Martedi letterari
(Literary Tuesdays) club -- the same group that held an
evening for Yevtushenko. The Eliseo theatre, wherec it took
place, was almost full. Liberman's topic was 2Economic
Reforms in the USsR",

At the outset, Libeiman stated that there is no truth
to Western reports about Soviet economyl swing towards
capitalism. He defended the "0ld methods" by saying that they
were required by the times. After the Second World War, ‘
he said, centralization was necessary in order to rebuild
the country damaged by the war., Today -~ more freedom in
planning is required, with a view to profits and the demands
of the market.

The idea of the "market", he said, is not s .mething
borrowed from capitalism, because it lies at the heart of
the Socialist system. Therefore -- Soviet economy is developing
along the lines of its laws, and leads to Communism,
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But the US5R wants to cosoperate with the capitalist
coutries now, among them with Italy, which may be proud of such
first class enterprise as the Fiat works.

‘He ended with a Latin proverb, asking his listeners not
to be insulted by it: "Caeterum censeo Carthaginem delendam esse."
C@%hage in this case means the capitalist system.

In his talk Liberman frequently gmoted latest Soviet
production statistics and maQﬁmﬁ%mpﬁsifons with the Western
countries, particulurly the -k « In the last 18 years,
he said. i hushﬁécn nroducing steel at tiice the rate of the Uoa,

"and it is not I who says so, but an American businessman, who
has visited the Soviet Union,”

Reaction to the specch
Those who heard Liberman were somewhat disaprointed

witi his talk., They expccted something a bit more spectacular,
No one tock any part in the discussion, with the excecption oé
an official of the ltalian ®epublican Party named La Malfa.(?)
He said he would not ask any question only asdisr comment
on the convergence of the two systems: cupitulist and comuunist.
Said La Malfa, today the communist systen, which until now
centralized all control at the state level bteday finds it
necessary to hand over part of the economy to private initiative,
while tho capitalist systen finds that more government control
is advantageous. "What's important am’both systems now is what
Prof. Liberman calied the 'optimal point' -- the right proportion
between the public and the private elements in economy."
Liberman did not seem to like this statement and kept
insﬁ%sting that the socialist system is superior.
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Personal Contact

After the speech Source went to the stage to mect
Liberman, who was in company ¢f the Soviet Embassy officials and
local communists. Source spoke Ukrainian, and biberman said
he was very pleased to meet a Ukrainian in Italy. He said that
he too speaks Ukrainian (although at the begincing of his speech
Libermun said his "native tongue is Russian"), and demonstmated
that he really does speak Ukrainian well,

Source suggested a private meeting at a later date,
but Liberman said his schedulé is very tight, and he does not
yet know where he will stay om his return trip to Rome.

He was to have left for Bari early the next morning. Source said
he would call the Soviet Embagssy to find out when zmmixx™
Liverman would return to Rome and where he would stay.

Sourcc called the Italy-USSR Friendship Society and
lecarncd that Liberman plunned to have another "secret meeting”
with the “ome Communists, but Source was unable to attend it
due to ill health,
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an Loaformel o herin wiln oo visitiag Ukrainiankféfﬁxijﬁgfh%zéyﬂegﬁf96§;j
Du,iro -AvLeC.ulu woo bheld at tue house of .Tre & Lr.e lialoncuukd iresent at
toe gubtherd.g vere Ukre st .dents from t.e local colle ese 0.t 0. the dis=
cussion ai “he usuce cuntered aro.:€ tue culture of t o érsodne ad that of
tos uUnitod stoatese #ullowings ave svme ol Jue poipnts wmude by eit..er ol toe two
PCe Se

) I, LwfiH nage ¢e svatoneat tual the theatye sud tie cinems of tuae
Ukorul. e vre in a very bod state. .his io wmeinly die to t... fudt tiat tne direc—
tors are oL a Vory nooer caliber ool ac nut atiract a.y individuals ol value
Lu toeir stua:. 7 Je alses ..atlioned t.at t.e U,.5. t.catre aund cinema io
nethin. Lo bra:; about. Un t e ovt.er hind, he preicced t.e Ja.ancse cluena as
the finest 1. v..e world, rhe poet also couwmented tuat it 1o a sorry fact that
& CLey 0. vie Lioe 0l ey Yook con only boast of oily o:ze Upera.

2) heoll @ciicd Lo com.cat o tue d-fference beuwe n his oider liverary

e

cocllie uvs aid tae ne. _cneratiun DuACH siuply expiaised t.at cunditious fur
voeebinlg for oo fer colle ues werce not an favorzble a. o his genervatione.
de stered Luct uis generatiloa of wilters io wolngg everviuin: la its power
Lo Provedt 27 VAOUL Cosdusiionr. Tooww 2e0uCucriing.

%) Answering a questicn veardlay existentialisn DRACH adafifted to bedng
Yoaadlicr with the p.ilosophy o- ggtre and nis workoe. e also stated tuat he
wocBaccuaiated wivh tue tuou,ﬁuézaaﬂua and was much attracted to this nuan
citoou b Lo wal wot oole to roadhﬁhc wor..s ol tolc writer. e aluo disclosed

tuat rreud is aot srudled 1n taie Ukeolne but w.ryene interesteo in the ideas

e OF Lido man con do roseurci on his own for his works cun be found i any libe
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Lmesrdic. copeciol y wiih ropgard., to thnem preucrving tieir idontitye

G $.e poct VL U0 cxpresved a reat iiiterest in tue ukre youth of
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AU tids point the general riscussion split into two pioupse the majo-

Loy or The siulonte otherod siou d L0000 Jdere bt convessation ceubtered
wedndy oo woedl.cursry ond nuil. . eriical level.

L0C Sousdd romedned wiitn DAVLYCHEKS and conducted a very vuriced convers

sobion with hine the Folluwing

(3

arce scue polntsuentionced by tie poete

1) TAaVusoi¥e admitted taat conditions of tie Ukre countryfolis is wush
woise Leall taat oi his coun . erpuris in countries sush as rolund, Turostavia,
G wolCUeSOVAN LA, such 07 veio 1o doc to the ».itow ol collectivizatione
It is hi. opinion tuat collectivisotion wili be dune cuay witi: cr atleast

fl 3. toao ioturo. hoe stele wail huve Lo akioC @ need Iur pole
vate enterprise since 1t is beconin~ evident tiat there coe todng. which 1t
Cuil Hol prolit--t toe oo, o wnole system ol collectivization hes a very
bad efiect o ¢ .o wudividuals woriking in it ..o i¢ pruduces in thew a feeling
Laab Luey wro pioduciay goous no. fur t.emselves but lor obtuer kepublics
and setelliiles,

2) 408 .ewing, 4 question re-arcin; t..e possibility ol eubassies oif ithe
USSRy PAVLYCHKO admitted that there has been wmuch talk olthids auong zoverne
weat ofriciuls at howe and that there is a strom:; possibility that a consus
late ol tue UkSo. , .y Le opened very soorn w.uovbhere in Conoda - wost probubly
in Jovonto. whewusject pointed out tast this weulds Lo o vewy dewortont step
for Ukraime «ud everyilllnyg should be done to accowplish thise idowever, he
mentioned that future steps iu tuds direction huve to be tuken with great care
L0 4o noy to luose tiat which ho.s already been doneo |

J) vihen woked @oouib t.e existence or a Ukee clique in tue Kremlin the
Subject admlvted t.at he hus heard ol suchh a y.urr but was unable to provide
Lpecliic numess, Coudeuting on PODGOINYY thesusjeel Lod uucn praisee Accordiug
£0 hiw 10 was suDUC.wLYY tow brougth wvo.t tue celibration L. Hie Ukraine
i honor ol Scueveiienko so.ae Yewrs a 0. FUDuLUsAnYs 1. the o.e responsible
for the Luct tuai wuch surplus funds flow i.to tne Uhrgines thesc are uoed

L0 repuve roads, bulld ucw schools or librasaigsy prescerve cuaurcues by turaiag
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.6 200 LUBRMAS, €iCe wiui 205avds tu oubbinil the osusjoct us

e R woom  Lroa o Tre. a.nd wiol d.aling 1o tue Ukroines oot 01 his under-
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tadiings receive brezhnev!s rod.oer stunp no questions askeds In waswering
& guestion regurdios ccmwralised budgeiing tae sudbject statcod tiet ot pre

esegt
tods oyotemis probubl; betier Jor t.ue ukioaines At times 1t pérmiis t.e Republic
to huve to i1ts dispuoition wore funds tuen it normally would uavee 1he Ui
S0 Aothesl oL LRl wels ia i a iy ULetiodnag SiecoAddnr Yrather',

LU onps 110 he wi.erdng broke upe Before thankin, tic hcosts for the
OVElay JewiLil Fecibieu vn0 POt and raVLYG.dav wus kearda to say "we'll neet
G_owdi in the Ukedue, sifter cop woig £ om the house tlLe twe Suljects uplit
Ups DoAG Lla eliilow e cwrd®and PAVLYCINU comi .g downtown with the
Source upon L.urrl o 0f a restazurent scrving Usre. food. Alon,, the way and at
v rostuurant voe susjeet kept iaquiring about the Ukrs youth, especially
with reyards Lo Zus suadlese ile cupressed t.e jreat need ivr the Ukers youth
to avtaln hi b positions not o ly in government but also industry and ia that
Wiy atoaln sowetliug 30or t.e Ula eeCauces 12 .o opiméon tune it in the Ukseg

gragre proup 1s censeless cince it does nothing to attain our common goal

3

widen is frec Uil .ine. lie exprescsed grezt d¢.onleasure that L. ulare Church
siceorehy 1 tuhzao sides in thos rift asd siziel Lol Loe true authority in
the Gauicd todoy ds Cardinal SLIPYJ.

At about 2:00 AJkls tue source wilked the Subject to the Astor IPle IRT
scubway statione. Upon partiug the Susjoect e.pressced the desire to sec the source
ajjaine Yhe subjoct wmentioned that he would be present at a Ukre presentation

iv o vhe Yeil,.ve cuditorium on Havs Lece 1/
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