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He : & trip to the Ukroine made by a Canadian student of meuicine, of Ukrainian
o descent, aged 22, residing in 'Toronto, Canmxia.
The trip took place in June/July 1366

Sou: Dr K,

1) Subject applied at the Soviet Embassy in Ottawa, Canada to visit his
aunt in Ternopil, Ukraine .and a grandmother living in a village near Ter=-
nopil, The stay was to be a lengthy one. As a result the embassy required
a specific invitation from his aunt. Besides this the Subject had to fill
out a lengthy questionnaire and give particulars about his trip., Later he
learned from his aunt that her house was iuspectcd by the police and that
she was interogated and compeled to sign a sistement takin: upon herself
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Permission fiom the embassy didn't arrive until after the Subject
left for a tour of Europe. He appied oice again i: Vienna and with the aid
of Austrian authorities obtsesined permission for the visit withhn tcn days.

2) From Vienna his first siopover was Budapest, which he observed was still
very much in ruins. In the city he stayed he stayed with a family to which
he was introduced by an En lish siudent that he met on the train. Bobh hus=
band and wife were lawyers, very hospitable, but did not seem to be esg=
pecially well off. , .

3) From Budapest the Subject went to the Ukrainian border which he
observed to be very strictly watched. While waiting at the border his bag-
gapge was thorouhly inspecteds, The officials spoke in ilussian. On the train
the Subject crme across olkd Ukrainian ladies returning home from Hung ry.

He also happened to meet Russian girls returning to Siberia f-om their
vacation, They were extremely surpirised that he was an ediicated man and siill
a believer. The girls claimed to be atheists bubt wore little crosses.

Siiilar encounters he experienced during the entire trip. The Subject, whik
on the train struck up a conversation with a soldier from loscow. The sol=-
dier disclosed that many young men in the service are dissatisfied with thedr
positions, Many commit suicide, others harm themselfs in order to get a dis~-
charges Most of these are Ukrainians., those who are caught attempting such
feats are shot. The young serviceman also mentioned that many of the Ukraine
ian soldiers serving in 2ussia return home with Kussian wives,

4) In Chopag the Subject's papers were inspected againe. From there he pro=
ceeded to Lviv, Traveling by nigth he arrived in Lviv 7 in the morning and
wag mel by a guide from Intourist, While she was arranging transportation a
man in his %#0's approached and started a conversation. ile was surprised to
learn how well the Ukrainian emmigrants were orpganized in the West. ile

claimed that some y un:: people in the lUkraine preier.ed to talk Rus.ian
instead of Unkrainisn and later on Subject discovered Lthis to be true,

In Lviv the dubject slayed lor 5 days. J4c vas ab e to notice that
much of tihe hard labor js performed by women wnu even younj teenaged jirld.

Food markets are very shaboy looking. Storeliouses do not carry products in demand,

.

by the people, ''ne people on the whole appear to be very low in spirit and
not amicable.
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The Subject was told by the suide that there are 25 churche in Lviv but
orly 7 are open., The excuse was that mony people don't mo to church anynoree.
llowever, ou the holyday of St. Peter and Paul he vieited one of the churchs
and snw it to be pncked to the brims, The Subject met a female altendent at
Ste George. -She told him that many people are noy afraid ofbeinp religous
and even bring their children to be boptized, True, they are persccuted for
this but they have no feare. The Subject also 1 arned that there are three
seninardes in the Soviet Uniont Moscow, Odesaa, but the third locntion was
wut not kuown by him, -

5) From Lviv the Subject went to a nearby village accompanicd by a police
officere. There he was present at a wedding ceremony and reception and tolked
freely with the people, Ukrainian was spoken, From the conversations it was
evident that the people were fed faloified propasgnrndae their livelihood
gseemed to be fairly poode The people claoimed that under Breshnev conditionds
irmproveds ®he school buildiug in the village was brand new and directed by
a iussian who had married a Ukrainian pirl,

6) TFrom Lviv the Subject left for Kiev and there stayed at the ilotel
Inipro., In the city he asked about the much discusced fire in the Library
of the Acadchy of Arts nnd Sciences, Replies varied., Sorne said that the
workes of Schevchenko perished, others- unimportant documents, and etillothers - -
the works o Hrushevsky, A librarian deninid Lthe lalter., iiowcver, all agreed
tgat phosphorus cones were involved in the fire, Most of the sludents he ap=
prached would not tolk to him,

' Later the SubLject vislted the Union of Journalists to inquire about the
arrests of Dziuba and Svitlychny., Here he met a female Ukrainian tourist fron
Parise I'be two secretaries in the building at that time would hot reveal any=
thing. Immeadiately afterbhis departure one of them made a plione ¢nll,

7) From Kiev the Subjoct left for Odessa. lle was not allowed to travel by
train but had to flye. In 8dessa hordly any Ulkraininn is hearde Many of the
pcople there are foreipgners who have doie to stay at one of the GO sanatoe
riums. ln Cdessa the Subject went to the teathar to see the performance of one
of the Kievan dance groups. The people sitting airound him epoke Rugssian and
wondered why he spoke Ukraininn, After the conceri he was approached by one
ol the performers who went out with him for a wnlk. The performer disclosed
that he had moany oppurtunities to escape but frlt an obligstion to remain and
transmit to) his fellow countrymen the Ukraimian culture. lle also exclaimed
displecasure at tie rift in the Ukraininn emmicration.

8)  From Odessa the Subjcct 1RoRceded through lioldavin to Bucharest, then
Rulparia and finally to ‘urkey. As for his stay at his grandmother's the Subwe
Ject did not elaborate at all, Pos ibly this could have been in the village by
Lvive lany people he reported listen to Xadio FPee Europe, Radio Liberty, etc,
Their prog.ams, o the whole, are not interfered with unless they are reporting
political news, Thr subject commented on hearing yhat some Ukrainians are
degirous of having their own conmunist nation, having its own army y3oodoodkicone nall:
and foreipgn relations, He learned about it mainly from his relatives and ;

their friends.




