20 “eptenber 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR:  <R/R®

cUnINCT : Comments About %Soviet Hlerarchy

l. The follewing comrents, while not very re-
vealing, mipght be of some interest since they were
made by a Soviet whe is considered a membher of the
ruline intelligentsia in the Ukrainian €<p,

2. The source speke of P, Yu, SI'ELEST as one who
helds a lot of power and an impertant role in the
“oviet Comrmurist Party, The source said SHELEST plaved
8 rajor role in the rercval of Yhrushchev, The latter
pressured SHELEST excessively on deliveries of wheat
frer the Ukraine. Since YXhrushchev's demands for
vheat were beycn:d the weans of the UKSER, SHELIST
went to Mescow where he conferred with BRUEZHNEV and
KOSYCIN, A Central Comrittee meeting was called to
discuss the problew and the result was that Khrushchev
was remcved from his pasitien., The source said XOSYCIX
is the stronger personality in the present scovernment,
ile has a cood knowledge of econcmics and apriculture.
In the source's opinion, SUFLEST is strensest of all,
in cvery respect, and he said he would not at all be
surprized if SUELEST replaced BPEZHNFY in the future,

3, The source can be descrihed as a Saviet
Ukrninian citizen, a wember of the ruling intelligentsia
irn the UkSSR with many friends in influential positions
in the Soviet Covernrent,

4. TPlegse address any inquiries concernins this
negnorandam to{ _Jon extensicn 7162, in roer
5529,
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