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The Arson in the Lsbrary of the U, rainian Academy of Sciences in Kiev

1. On 25 May 1964 the UPI,Rguter, ard ATR brought from Hoscow

the Hews abtout the fire i
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Library oi the Academy of Sciences of Il-rainian
S3R in Hisv stating briefly that since 23 lay 1964 the isbrery was on fire,
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2l ammouncanents to this effect, mnd that
according to information received in Hoscow many books had been also
destroyed by water of T“ire—brvb,,&es. The same dispatch nentioned also

o

that the Library contained 6 million books,over 10 million newspapors and

Tt

regazines ,xmt about 200,000 manuscripts,and about 140 0CC music shests.
e "//
“ketually, those data referred to the year 1958, since then the

library was continuakly growing and only in 1960 received adiitional

e

500,000 publicationss

e

Based con the dispatch of the UPI,Reuter and AFP <the same news

apout the
fire

fire was menbioned in short nobes by "Heue Zuericher Zeitung" of 27 May 1964

and "Salgzbuwrger Hachrichten" of 26 May 1964
"eue Zuericher Zeitung" mentioned acditionslly thaet among destroyed
treasures were also nany manuscripts and works of art,

2e The full official title of the Library since 1948 was "The State

‘Public Library of +the Acadamy of Sciences of UKrainian SiRY

™

e mentioned by "Heue Zuerichor Zeitung" department of manuscrints

was of invaluable importance; particvlarly. It contained wvery rare mnmemorials
of original U ,inlqn.wrliWDbS of 10th G, "Universals" of Khmelnytskyl and
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other Hetmens, and historical duewmenfs of XVI,XVII,and XVIIT CC. In it

there were also deposited mamscrints,

snd other nersonal

documents of Ulrainian classics like Skovorods,Gogol,iiailgrigvehok,Lesia

Ukreingka, P.iulish and ot thers.

3e Tor several daves Soviet gources woere combetsly silent about the
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fire, Only on 26 May 1964 "Radyanska Kultura! of iiev brough{a short note




baged on a RATAU-desvatch which read:

i n May ?4,_9V‘ in the Stats Public Library
oft the Academy of Sceinces of U:r S5R. Thanks to the tirelsss actio

of the Liev Fire D partment the fire wes localized and put out.

According %o th
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authotities of ¥The Academy of Seiences Ulr 38R

the entire manuscript department and card index are intact, and
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the basic book depar t.onts have suffered 1little domage and can be
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n official commision has been
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restored from duplicate ressives

appointed to investigate the cause of the fire and to take measures

O

to rebuild the library". ( Page 4.}

/ This scems to be the first offivial announcement of Soviet authorities

on the subject though one shoul: not exclude the pogsibility that "Vecherniy

Y
!

Kiev" might have mentioned it before. -ﬁge vas yhowever, no confirnation

o,

to this effect so far. /

On 2§ day “Ob/ "Vechernaya tioskva in its despatch from ilev

wrote ‘that approx. 10 % of all nnterwwls were uouurOXed bV the fire
Pl J 5

and among them also alL docunents end m$her materials pertaining to
the period of 1918 - 1930. The same correspondence frop L.ev mentioned

B nentally disturbed f ﬂ”]p amployes of the Library" as the incendiary.

R Sttt
"Literaturna Gazeta" of 4 July 1964 in its correspondence from
. : the
{iev siated only that according to the statement of the ch~ef of p\Foreign
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department of the Librery - K.D. BAKULIV , the fire had done no demage to his

dev““um ent end the exchange of nublications with abroad will continue as

usuals
3e According to one of our Sources who stayed ot that time in idev
the fire degtroyed the entire basic books departnent end <there was a strong

suspicion among vopulalion that the fire was a premediteted arson ovganiszed

by Soviet °uuhor ties.
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the transferred

from Lviv to Kiev library - bwned downe At thaet tine even hydrants

tirent out of order's Still anotiier Dblack mourning day of our history..;"

Le According to Reuter, UPI,AFP, and the Socurces that st

in the Ukraine , the fire lasted for two days:t on 23 end 24 llay 19G4i. This

supported additionally the general conviction of the population in the

o £
1act

fire was an arson planned and organized by authorities well

Ulraine <3that the

in advance including even 'the sabotage! of hydrantse.




