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1. Efforts to establish Ukrainian Orthodox Metropoly in Kiev

According to the Source there are being now made efforts by

Ukrainians in the Orthodox Church to establish Ukrainian. Metropoly in KIEV.

So far, it is dif2icult,however, to say whether and when this mill be done.

2. Church communities

A church community has to have at least 20 members (parishers)

officially registered with Oblast Otdel for church affairs. That means that

every parisher has to be in possession of a valid Soviet pakort. In case of

death of a parisher the priest must have a substitute to meet this

numerical requirement.

Priests are paid their salaries by the Patriarch, i.e. by the state

through the Patriarch. They receive about Rubel 50.- per month. Retired

priests are also entitled to pension. Priests cannot be party-members.

Source stressed that there were no communists in the church. All assertions

to the contrary, itt particular all the allegations of KGB officers functionin g a

priests , are untrue. Party and KGB spread ,however, deliberately such

rumors about individual priests ana in order to compromise them in eyes of

their parishers.

3. Church language

As a rule i West Ukraine only Ukrainian is being used in orthodox

churches. In Eastern Ukraine p in the countryside and smaller towns - Ukrainian,
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in larger cities - mostly Russian. Soburce I s explanation for that was that in

large cities there were many Russians who did not understand Ukrainian

4. Financial situation

Churches exist on donations and "voluntary" income from sale of

candles, "oroskura", aso. In some locations this income is surprisingly high.

Thus the St.Volodymyr Sobor in KIEV in 1961 had about 11,000,000 Rubel. 321

Otherwise,it had always about 3,000 0 000 Rubel, per year.

Churches have to pay taxes. In 1961 there was implemented
were

a re-appraisal of church-properties and taxesAbighly increaded.

5. Liquidation of churches

As a rule the state authorities allow to function only those

churches in which priests are avdlable "on the spob". The so called "daughter-

churches" which were serviced by priests from a "mother-church" - were being

closed. At the closing all church-property, i.e. all articles rbf direct

religious use, are given to the "mather-church". Non-church items , for instance

such things as tables, chairs,benchear are given to Orphan Houses and Old

People t s Homes.

A closed church can be opened for funeral in cases where it was
or her

explicitly wished by the dead or his family to be burned "from hisirhurch"

( provided the church was not demolished yet).

6. Guarantees of state to church

The rights of church are garanteed and "defended " now by the

constitution. No atheist meeting, no interference with mass and other

ritual services 1 no entering with hat on into church, no approaching of

priest in church riambrwpddarxmancicara by government ot party officials -

are allowed.
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7. Theolocal Academies and Seminars 

In the Ukraine Seminars are in LUCK (LUTSK),UaGOROD,ODESSA. Studies

at seminars and academies last 4 and 8 years, respectively. It is also

possible after graduation from a seminar to continue thelogical studies

as correspondent-student at academies.

Ordained could be only married men and monks after age of 40.

Books used in churcbles are mostly old although also some new ones

have been alreddy printed.

8. The late ishop Melnyk of Drohobych

According to Source the late Bihop Melnyk l eiter bis "conversion" to

the Orthodox church played a "very 6leer policy". He pretended to accept

and follow willingly all the orders of the Patriarch but in reality, did not

fulfil them and even hid in his premises same priests who refused to

join the Orthodox church.

9. There is no Spiminar in Lvov  because the local bishop failed

to organize it within two years which were at his disposal together with

premises of former Priests Seminary in the city.
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gulag% Father

SOUllp  t S

t 2 August 1963'

SKYI,Evhan, Protoierei of EdmontonoCanade

1. Subject arrived in March 1963 in EDMONTON as one of Ukrainian

orthodox priests sent by Alexels Church to Canada to service orthodox

con:unities in that eountry. 16, is Ukrainian, aged 60, married ( his wife

arrived with him in Canada), their grasn up sons remained in the Ukraine.

Subject finished hie theelogioal studies in WARSAW,Poland, then stiviied history

in PRAGUE,CSR. During the German occ'Jpation of the Ukraine he lectured at

Gymnasium (Secondary school) in KHOLM (CHELM),or HRUBESHIV (HRUBIESZOV).

He is a good theologician, very inteliigent„'smooth, and 	 kkaxuitsx's

His wife is also very sympathetic, sociable, and speaks fair English.

Source met him accidentally in a bus near EDMONTON when Subject was on his

way to a nearby place where he was supposed to help another priest in

confessions. Then Subject44fsited Source and now they are on quite a friently

foot.

2. In June .1963 Subject left for the Soviet Union with his wife

for vacations. On 29 July 1963 be telephoned Source that he just returned

fram vacations and was going to visit Source in a few days. Subject told

Source that he spent his vacations with relatives in KIROVOGRAD. There was same

delay with his return to Canada because he could not get sag= plsne—reservat1(

in time.

3. Vrior to his departure for vacations in the Soviet Union, Subject

called on Source. They draneePt le bit" and consequently had quite a

sincere telk4 Subject was rather nervous and did not conceal his reluctance

to go to the Soviet Union. fie told Source that if he. had no children in the
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Ukraine he wool ," remdn in	 "d.	 6" and go over to the Ukrdnian

Catholic ohuroh. Uut becauee of children he had to return.

He also told ammo thee:the recent synod in NEW YORKrNeY. Subjeet

had an argument with Bishop Panftaleimone The latter proposed to print new

prayer books in Rus:Aan to what Subject protested explaining that there

were practicallyviegPviens in their Church here and therefore no need for

Ruesian prayer boAis. On his part Subject suggested to print prayer - books

in Ukrainian as there was a great demand for them # or if the hierarchy lies

unwilling to print Ukrainian ones to print some in Old -Slavic, Anyway,

Subject etressed that there was no pint to publish Russian books because

petiole do not understand RUSAar4

1'0 that Bishop PANIVIZEINON reacted very strangely : he stood up and

announced that there was nr. Ukrainian nation and no Ukrainian language,

In his turn SubJeot pulled then his xmiint Soviet passport and pointed out

his 	 Ukrainianotrainian nationality as eLeted in it.

Bishop Pantheleimon was very angry and cammented only : An, I see -"a little

Ukrainian" ( Ukrainattek)1 At that moment another Bishop interfered with

their quarrel and by pointing out that their argument was irrelevant to

the problem of prayer-books, stopped the argumentation. Anyway, the question

of prayer-books remmined unsolved at that gynod.

Shortly aftevards Subject regef:Vier frum the Patriarch in Moscow

that he will have to spend hi %Jobe in the Soviet Union. Subject was not

eure whether they will send ew beak to Canada and therefore liquidated

partly his household in EDMONTON before leaving for the Soviet Union.

44 On 21	 190 Source was told by the Subject that the latter era]

go in June 1963 for 4 weekaevacations to the Soviet Union., At the same time

there were rumors in EDMOVTON that Subject and another orthodox priest were

actually reoaij sd back to the Sov i et Union and instead 6 new priests will



arrive. Ao it turned out finally, Subject came back to GarLade*

54. Early spring 1963 when Soviet Ambassador visited E114)11TON, his

secretary met Subject

6. Subject told Source that whea he vas leaving first t,irae n7ir

Canada he paid a visit to Bishop SAVRASH of STAWELAVIlf (mu IVANO-FIWYIV:.:1CY1

The L'ishop "played a comedian", let him wait foie an hour t)iouit iiic nothing::

to do, then received him very officially in full ornate and gave hi,5
the

Subject was garprieed b44cause he knew veey well the Biohop 51.111 frm

when the letter was only e priest too.


