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Attachr "t to OBBA 17711 ..

-~

9 UBJEET: A trip to LUGANSK, Ukraine , in August/September 1962

SOURCE “Tanya" near Brilstol, England: Reported by Z. who talked
to the Sourc: 1mmediately after her return from the Soviet
‘Unlon on & Sep 1962.

Tanya - aged 40, wae born in Donbass,Ukbalne; arrived 1in Englant
in 1947 from Germanyjher parente and a brother lilve 1n LUGANSK
or neapr LUGANSK. She marrisd a Scotchman who ssrved till

1961 with the Britidh Army as sergeant ma jor - Signals.
They have three sone, the oldest ;ed 10.

Ta nya visited her parsnts in ths Ukrains twilce before.

In Aug/Sep 1962 she stayed in LUGANSK and nelgzgabourhood for
5 weeks and returnsd to LONDON on 5 flep 1962. She flew

from London to MOscow and then went by traln from Moscow to
LUGANSK angd back.

DATE: 2 Oc tober 1962

1. The story of NOVOCHEZRKASSK - uprlsing.

During the Source's stay in LUGANSK all psople were talking
about the NOVCCHERKAS“K-uprising. All sympathised with its particlpants
and there was a zeneral admlration for them. The Source 413 not think
that people were frightened bty 1its fallurs. On tne contrary,there was
a gonsral sxcltment , thes antl-system exptesslons and manlfestations
d1id not subdue but increased , th2 regime compromised itself dafini-
tely and augmented the ferment exlstling among populace and the
youth in particulap.

The Uprising started ae a pesaceful orderly Jemonstration
of young workers and students who protested against thse rise of
production norme and the rise of meat and butter orices.

It asted for several days in spite of militla-afforts to dlsperse

the demonstrators and convince them to go home. All threates and
persuasione of Party and KGB organs remalned in vain and the ranks

of youth %ﬁgw larger and larger. Already on the sscond day thsy were
Joined by Jority of workers including many women. Finally , practlecall)
all population of the city was demonetrating . Howsver, even then

there were no vidlent excesczes and everything was done very orderly
restriocting 1tself to marches, protests, spesches aso.

Faced by the fallure of militla to handle the demonstrat-
long the Party decided to get support from ROSTOV. Thney could not
howaver get it because in the meantlime the fouth Jdlsmantled a part
of rail-tracks. Then t e situation bacame serious and ths authorittes
decided to cend a tank-unit from ROSTOV to quell "the uprising".

» When the tank-unlt arrived it vwas met by the ranks of
demonstrators. They began to explain to the cormandar of the tank-unit
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what they were damonsfﬁnatin% 3ﬁa1nst. Very soon the comnander was
convinced that they were no "cdhter-rsvolutionarlies" but working
veople "like wus". He told them they were right and he was not goling
to order hls troops to shoot X&x on unarmed youth. Then he commanded
hie unit to retreat and shot himeelf sxplalning before that this

wag the only way out for him. Y3 rsfused to fulfil an order and they
would shoot him anyway. But by shooting himself he wants also to
Join the demonstrating youth in ite protest against the treatment
they get from the reglme.

According to what the Source was told the com:ander shot
himslef in front of hise unit and 1t made ax very depreseive lmpact
on other officeres who follovwed at once his order to retreat.

A few days later "the regime" sent epecial detachmente of
"mongole™ with " elit eyes" who made a terrible bloodshed in NOVO-

| CHERKASSK. They didn't spare even chl®¥en many of whom were killed

Juring the massa cre.

2. The Strike in ODESSA in July 1962.

In July 19562 there was a strike of dock-workers loading
butter. Tha dock workers Jdlscoversd pret:y soon that thay were

H';floadlng butter for abroad and stoovsd thelir work. They orsganized a

eeting 2and the maln theme was "why the goverment w:8 sending butter
to various Cubas while at the same time there was no butter for us?"
M11l1itia tried to dlsperse the me=2ting and 1t cams to some scuffling
and beatlngs. However, militia could handle tne striks without any
wider implications.

3. Fhe attempt on KHRUSHCHTY'S 1ifa.

All people were still talking about the attempt on Khrushchev's
life in the second half of March 1962 that took place in MINSK.
According to wnat the Source was told Nikita Sergeyevich was
boasting about great achleements of the Soviet economy and hap~y
life of the Soviet vebdples. Ons Byeloruseian officer was fed up
with it ,3drew his plst-l and wounded Khrushchev's 1lsft shouldsar.

For tne next S or 5 we=ks Nikita dld not show himself anywhere
and during the “ay parade all people notliced that his left arm was
gtiff and he aprlauded only with right hand.

4. Anti-iaglms sentiments of the population.

The youth criticlzes the regime openly. Very popular are
antl-regime jokes and clrculate freely. The people are very
dissatisfied and angered. The Source was convincsd taat in case
of some turbulance of revolutlon there woull be a teriible bloodshed.
The first to go would be the party and factory bosses{ "wse nachalstvo")
Oms the Source visited her friend in LUZANEXK. The latter's hfisbaad
3414 Juet arrive with his wages. He comnlained that they cheated him
again® and one day "he probably will get uls wife the heads of
his bosses on 2 plater". All people are charged with very etrong
ﬁntl-regime sentiments and according to what the Source was told
" they only walt for something to hapnen”. "Just one spark and there
will be a terrible conflaazration".
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Ths Source saw herself in LUGANSE . Ukrainian trildents
vainted and carved on fences,walls,  and on benches in parks. 5he met
many West-Ukrainisns é&wverywhere in Donbass. The Source thought that
this was mostly thelr doing who have gained a very zreat réspvect
among the local pesople. She talked to one of the %est Ukrainlans
who told her how they fouzht aglnst the Russians in West Ukralne,
how after the war disappearsed without any traces many Sovliet
nachalniks of NEVD,party and administration, and even military
officoere. Another West Ukrainian gave the Source the address of uls
brother in LONDON and asked her to ask hle brother why he stopﬂed
writing him.

In many houses the Source saw icons and d9efi tridents. Again
ghe thought that thild*8 "job" of West Ukrainians.

In some places, mailnly in closets the Source saw many antl-
regime slogans. Thus on the train from LUGANSK to MO3COW she read
one in the c aay1n§s Death to com.unist torments, Fresdom to
the peonle" ("Smert' komunistichnym palacham, svoboda narodu' Y.

Nobody was much impres-ed wlith the cosmonauts. The Source
haargd usua} commentss " But what have Qot from the cosmonauts
waen we don t have any butter or maat and everythlng is very
expenaive .

5. Joneral eltuation. .

The peoplse have vary little money and on the other tmd
all ie very expensive. Average wages ! 35-40 Rubel per monh. The
peaegants gat about 50 kopesk per day.

The préces continue to rise, not only those of meat and
butter. The people complain about the last monetary reform which
worsened tnelr situation. In the beginning they d1d not feel so
much but now after prices continue to rise they suffer from it
very badly.

dlass of tea that xpxiw& was 10 kop =2k before the moneta-
ry reform is now Kew kopesk 4 , 1l.9. &4 times more. Loaf of bread ls
NR 1.~ or 1.20. 1 kg of heringe le NR 2.-. And recently even they
were scarce. Potatoes is & standard msal eaten at breakfast, lunch,
and suprer. This year it was pno ‘;o bad with vegetables. But
votatoes were bad because ofgiz-di%i. There 18 suffliclent suprly
of bread and of vodka. It 1& very d1f ' icult to get meat and fat , in
particular butter. It isn't aven sasy to zet sufficient amougt of
coal for heating. One getes 1t by bribling ths drivers who trans ort
it wlth trucks. For certain sums-they are ready to drop some cosal
on aonolnted spots.

The Source was in the coutryslde and saw e wme kolhosvps.
She aleso saw how the mllkmaids ware fulfllling their norws. They filled
the bucket half wlth water and then began to milk the cows.
But they are not the only ones who cheat. Zverybody does it.

Zven physiclane expect now some extra-nayment iverybody
takes it for granted, because eryone "makes comblnatlona and organize




The Source met a friend of her f¥mx youth. He is a war-invalid.
His pension is very small and he could not live upon 1t. Therefore
he had to start "to organiza". He does quite a lot black marketing
and by now acquired a motorblke and some other similar "assets”.

He told her quite frankly that he could not have gobldn a regular
way. He gustified ,however, ils doin§ by pointlng out to the

"deals” of nachalstvo who make real "sdelky" (shady transactlons).
The "bargalna of small psopls cannot even be compaped with what
is golng on "on higher levels" Lo

Many people, mostly elderly ones, go to church. The regime
i not esatlsfied ,nowevsr, with the fact that also some younger
people are getting "contaminated" with religlon.

The Source téok part in a8 funeral. T .e prisst could not
go tozether with ths psople but Jolned them firet in the cemetery.
This is prescribed by law that a oriest cannot auuompany funeral
in the street.




