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Background data and cemments:

In early July while in Stockholm, AECASSOWARY/29 received the attached
information from HARBAR, fnu, the present Chairmsn of the Ukralnske Sallsgkapet,
whose blography has already been sent to Headquarters, according to the socurce.

For three reasons this material has not been edited/ ;;lfirst,

it is unclear which if any of the items of intelligence me¥it dissemination;

secondly, ‘has enly half of 1ts personnel on .duty at. the present
¥, the iﬁf

time; th ormation, even though dating from September 1961, should
probably not be delayed any further.

AECASSOWARY/29 has suggested that a copy of this report be sent to AECASSO-
WARY/2 in New York. : :
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SUBJECT® A visit of XOWALSKI,Henrik to hies relatives in the Ukraine
1n September 1961

LCLURCE S H.

DATE 12 July 1962

/ T SwE &) M
1. ~ubjest ( ienrfk ALSET,alY1as @ 4asyl®pPOLI uHCHUK)

reslident offtAlghulst,k : _dJonkoping,Swed

visited in teptember 1961 his motaer, tmo_Lrotharﬁwandmsiﬁiﬁzl,as vell
5 othzsr r=2laTlves _ ' Fnmelnytska obl. i
{8 Visit‘li—tm nr 1z which -tilme-he also
made trips - to-f LOLIR, idls ltlperary. S5TOCKHOLM~ LBENINGRAD
Ly covlet boat, L:JIJJQAD - KIGV B train and KIZV-DRACHI by truck,

and retour same way. N

2. In 1963 Subject plans to re:
Ukraine. 2fore that he promised to Pantag\
willingnes to help esvsntually his orzaanlzat 1Y
Tals revort is bas=d on the narration as to0ld Xo our man (H,) in
Swaden Juring th2 latter's vieit to the Subject N

3. Zubject ls 33 years 0ld,lwadisa citizen,
patriote ortnodox, marrled to a ow de, four chiidren 3 Z
: arvant ol Dr Cd,owner of a Sah-mlll 1q Alshulst,

steme from DRACHI,Kamelnyteka oblast,lkralne.
1S education = 7 or 8 zradee of dasiatylitka . i

242 _devorted to Ger g eplzrated to Sweden_ipgﬂnng=LgﬁfL\\_
T 19h8 Subl3ct caanged his name from 'OL'UHJHLR #e8yl to KOWALSKI,
Henrik. In 1950's he serveq with the uW?~lSh Army. owadleh eltizen
s o
stace 1950 , ;Suuﬂ%. Jrep 1O RS

4. Subject Vhas in DRACHI a mother,two brot-2rs in kolhosp,
one sister - studant of medicine in Ternonil, and sev=ral other
razlatives in D%ACHI,KIEV, and ZHYTOMIR.
Sublect's father waes burgomaster of DRACHI during the

Gezrman occuvpation and in 1944 aftep arrival of the Zoviet Army he
wag ar:ested and "Jlsavneared”.

(S Copy YO EvR &7/5




A TRAP TO RILATIVES IN THT UKRAINE

1. A "bad start". Sub ject embarked on a Soviet ship early
Sevtember 1961 ,in Stockholm. He met another visitor to “"the Homeland",
an Estonian with Swedish citizenship lilke himself and they made
friends. The Zstonlan was also golng to vislt his rslatives in the
S5oviet Union.

Using opportunity uubject 8 ZLastonian companion consumed a rather
hil h amount of vodka and became "politically aggressive'". He started
a discusslon with a Soviet Officer of the crew polnting out to all the
torments and persecutions of Zstonlans by Russlane in the past and
present. Attacking Stalin the mstonian did not gpare KHRUSHCHEW either
and used quite a few very strong compliments on hles address like
calling him "ruthless butcher", " Stalin's helphand”, "Russian villain"
etc. The officer tried all the time to calm down the Tstonlan BIRXIREX
repeating agaln and again that he ware no politiclan , he did not
know what was golng on in &stonia and thls was not his concern.
Ffirally he became gsomewhat angry and left after makling a rather angry
statement: " Look,man, this ie not my buslness,I am a little man and
my busliness (delo) 1s little. And you address all that not to me but
to the people responsible for politics”

Subjectf being the witness to tals diecussion and trying on
his own to calm down the Estonlian , was scared to death. He thought
this is just a bad start and the end as well assuming that in LENINGRAD
not only the Estonlan but he himself will be arrested.

However, in LENINGRAD nothing of tue sort hapnened. At the HBarbor
they parted and the Estonlian went to hls train to his Homeland.

2. Twelvetoursdelay on railroad. At the RR Station in Lenigrad it
turned out that Subject's train to KI& will have a delay. In thu
beginning 1t was supposed to b2 only for a few hours but then orolonged
itself into twelve hours. Nobody was able to gilve any sensible expla-
nation stating sluwply therswds no tralm now and Subject had to wait.

3. Offlcer and a nmylon shirt. On the train LENINGRAD - KIEV
Zub jsct shared a compartment with a Soviet officer zolng to Crimea .
pxxbuxinexsx His rank Subject stated as lieutenant %firat) Sub Ject opened
his sultcase to geot some food and on thls accaslon the Lleutenant
noticed Subject's nylon-shirt. He asked the Bubject to show him the
shirt and was so much dellghted with it that he wanted at once to buy
it at whatever prics.

SubJect belng still undar impact of the boat widznt was afraid

that this might be & trap for him and resolutely responded that he did
not come to the Soviet Unlion to make any black market oprerations.
The lleutenant looked at hlm as thoug: he thouzht him to be somewhat
crazy and began to beg him to sell him the shirt. He expidsined that
after his arrival in Cpimza they are golng to have an offlcers competition
in best dressing and Subject should imagine vhat the shirt in thls case
meant to him. He took out 100 Rubel and tried to push 1t on him.
Subject refused but finally after contlnual begzling of the officer
sold him the shirt for 10 Rubel. He e2xplalned that the price of the
shirt was 37 Sw Kr ,that's about 7 Rubels. The officer was not,however,
g-ing to glve less tyan 10 and Subject finally accepted 1it.




The lleutenat was not,however, completely satlsfied with tnls
bargaln and insleted on paying all bills in restaurant. It came out
to be 100 Rubel -shirt to him after all. He explained that he had
olenty of money and he could buy whatsver he wanted but he never saw
a shirt like that. On the margin he rsmarked that all officers are
pabd wery well and this 18 a very nice vprofeesion as long 38 there 1s
no war.

4. Meeting the relatives. In KIEY Subjec{a%et by hie relatives
and friende mrltogether 15 persons. Most of them went with him to his
native village DRACHI. Here all kolhosp a—-esembled. They bought
sausages and horilka and the feast started. All were very happy that
he came to vie 1t them. All were intsrested in 1life abroad, what
our people were doing and how they lived. Subject noticed then and
later on that whereas there was avallable tread and saus:ges there
was no butter to be had and he saw it agaln for the first time in Sweden.
The feast was arranged by the kolhosp owlng malnly to the efforts of
Subject's cousin Ivan LESENCHUK who wae a chief bookkeeper of the
kolhoep of DRACHI and a party-member.

5. Living standard. According to Subject 1life ig rather micerable
in particular in the countryside. Thers can b2 no comparison with
Sweden. As to food it 1s not too bad?: one can gst enouzh bread and
a2ventually meat 1f XX one has money to bmy it. Thare was ,howaver, no
butter which 18 an unheard of thing.

Tt 1s very bad with textiles and shoes. It ie scarse and very exvensive.
Quality 18 also very bad. For example, Subject went with his sister

to KHMELNYTSKYI to buy her a palr of summer shoes. They got only ones
with rutier soles at 60 Rubels. $he same shoss can be bought. in Sweden

for S Kr 12. Subject saye that when he heard the price he was sluply
horrifisd.

6. Housing situation. It is very bad and there can be no comparison
with Swaden either. DRACHI has apnroximately 5,000 inhabltants. It
was rather damaged during the war and now they bullt wany new houses.
But there 1s still scarcity in houses. As a rule 4-8 people have to
live in one room.

7. Stealing and pilfering. The famoue phrase " who 3oes not work
does not eat" has been refrased and practlcally apolied into: Zwho
does not steal does not eat". %Gverybody is trying to "organize"
som2thing. The kolhoso-farmers steal corn from flelds , the group-leaders
from stores and the chalrmen and bookkkepers from storses and by
manipulationse. The most used method " on the hizhest level" 18 some
sort of flctlitlous transformations between indlvidual %olhosps and
enterprises fixed on an agreement "among friends". Thls 1s the best
way to cheat the sta-/te. Also "dapratiation” on the one hand and
"overapnraisal” on the other = are most useful in all kinde of Xk=x=
overations. Thus ,2s a rule every kolhosp chairman "iepraciates"
that from what hls obligations would rise and vice-versa he "overprices"
averything he does to the state.

when Subject asked hls cousin , the chlef Pookkeper , whether

he was not afraid to do these overations , the latter answered:
" If you want té live and to help others to live, you must have
brains, courage, and willinzness to risk. Besldes, you must know how
to do these things and keep them on a certain level commensurate
with your position".
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Thean he added that Subjsct should not think that such osverationsg are

being contucted 1n kolhoesps and smzll entmrprlggay Just on
tha contrary i ths bbgzsr the enterpriss and ths hlgher the
position the preater the operation and poezibllitlies and ,"of carse,
the risk,sventually, as wedl", '

8. Helpinz "the brotaers". One day Subject went to ZHYTOMIR
to vislt xtx yet ancther cousén who vas the chalrman of trade unions
in th=2 city. Tuey talked sbout life in Sweden and suddenly L»ubjmct 8
cougin tecame very angry and sald: " Yes, g0 1t ig my cousin,
country 1¢ rich and our black soll (chornozem) could feed ngx not
only our »nzovrle and the Soviet Union but 2all of HZurcpe. But our
veonle are actuzlly xtarvlnﬁf And why are they ? Beczuse we are
told that we have many "brothers" in Asia 214 Africa whom we have
to help. To hell with all thsse brothﬂrs, they snhould be shot.

Our bread has to be above all for us! "
Hub ject was very surorised by thls outhreak.

9. Resgistration with militia. After hle arrival at DRACHI
Subject was suprosed to reglster at once with militia and leave his
passvort with them. Owing to traln-delay and feast of welcowme OSubject
falled to do it until next day. Thus he was 24 hrs liate.
ien he enatered the militia office togetuer with uls brother the
chi=f of militia rebroachsd him why did he not register yssterday
" as we we walted for you". "You were to report toc us ¥esterday".
Subject exnlained that nis train wag delaved in Leningrad and the
chief of militia seemed to he sstisfled withn it. Then lookinz at
uubject s passport he asked " Is thile your breother - pointing at
Subject's brothsr - how is it tben poséitle that his name ie
Folisuchuk ani yours Kowalski? " Subject exvlained by saying that
many p2obls durinz the mar had to save their ekine and sometlimss it
went through chanzing names, and beeided tnls 18 not his bustiness,
Sub ject 1s a swedigh citlzen and that's 1t. The chlef 91d not
anymores argue the issue, sald OF (khereshno) and told the Sub ject
that he cannot leave rayon without permision.42d if he wants to
go somewnere and se2e around what he likes thare 1s a truck at his
dlspvosition in kolhosp=¥ontnra (o' flce). Zvantually he mlght also
zet & car. A driver will be aleo at his disvosition.

For permission to s$0 beyond the rayon-bordsre he has to apnly,or
actually rerort oversenslly to tha militis oifics.

T@e canlef of militia ,ared aprroximately 50, was Jewlsh and
lost hle leg Jurlng the war.

10. ¥hrushchew. Subject's lwprzreion wae that on tha whole
Xarushch2v was rather nopular in cities and In the countryside.
The peonle honed that ne will improve the situation and wlll give more
concessions to the peorle."Hs 1s not =<0ood but he 1s the best we
got" = Subject was told by many peorle. Thelr und2rstanding ls taat
ghould be theore som20ne else than Khrushchew thle might bhe worce.

One day fubject vielted KIEV where his 0ld acguaintance

an enzinser by nare Anatol MIDUN showed hiwm the Ukrainian capital.
They were talkling about beauty of KFlev which £o much impressed
Zublect and ¥edun uwantioned that even Khrushchew liked Kiev.
On thies oc:asion he explained to 3ubject the peovle's attituvde to
ths present bose in the Kremlin. " ¥e know h2 is no bloody good,
but 1n comnarl son with otraer members of th2 band,he is s3till the
uest '
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From tais and other similar talks Subject felt that thare was even
some sort of apvrehenston among veople about eventual death or
removal of Khrushchev. Many expressed thes fear that hle succemor
might be worse.

11. Outstriping the United States. All, the talk about
ovirtaking America 1s not taken serlously. Itfls belng credited to
Khrusihchev's talkative bmysnEm buoyancy , repnants of hils old

"8chooling"under Stalin and hils attempt to cover internal weaknesses.
Nobody belleves 1in overtaking America, not even the party-mnenmberse.

12. Gensral situatlon. All people say that now 1t is better 1Iin
all respects than under Stalline. There is no open terror and deporta-
tions but the appartus of terror contlnues to exlist and peovle are
aware of it. For example, when Subject to2ld hls friends at DRACHI and
EITV about hlis 1incldent with the llesutenant on the train, some of
them seriously warned him that this might have been an agent - pro-
vocateur of the KGB.

But 1in general peopls talk more openly and feel much happler
than before.

On the other hand,soms sort of flux wag discernidble as to
Zeneral appralsal of the situation. The people think that the system
hase not as yet "found itself” and stabillized. Thers 18 also much
apnrehseansion ABXLE about vious limits Dbeyond whlch the regime
is ot willing to go in % L»® conce:slons to the peopls.

One day Sybjlect met an enginser from KIEW on the traln who after
dlscovwaring that Subjectwas from Sweden showed very great Interest

in life abroad. e lidmmed amazingly to Subjects assertions that
sven & comion worker were able to own a car in Sweden and thea began
to complaln about 1life in the Soviet Unlon. He stated that one never
knows wnat the system prepares for the people and takes them aback
very often. For Iinstance, he as a suparlor englneer bought himsgelf

a car and with it troble. Becauses he wae asked ,actually interrogated,
where from he 2ot money to huy it.

13. War. Peonle are &€fraid of war. On the other hand most of
them believe that sooner or later 1t 18 inescapable, In this case
the United States will win. Very few belleve that the LSoéoviet Union
could win the wapr.

14. Drunkeness. Swbject was horrified by the intensity of
drunkness. All drink - old and young - and drink much even for
Swedish standards. Illegal production of horilka ( samohon) is alE®
very wldesvread dseplte the efiorts of militla to check it. Very
often, however, milltia suows in this respect much more than just
connivance. They 1llk=2 to drink too.

18. Rus:ification. In the countrysliie, in villages and towns,
a1l s»eak Ukrainlan. In KIBV - Ruscian is prevalling. Eut on the
whole SubjJect thought that emlzrees exaggerate the degree of russi-
flcation 1n Ukralne. To uis mind the sltuation of Ukrainliansis much
better now than before w4 II and their natlonal potential 1s increasing.
In shools two languages are touzht = Ukralinian and Rue:rlan. Sub ject
ilscowerad that hls slster's Ukrainlan wae much better thah his when
ha went to school. 4nd youth remains Ukralnlan. Of course, there ars
axceptlons - Subject discover=d that some p2onle szemed to be ashamed
to talk Ukraintan ,in particular in presence of their superiors.




In offices Subject went to ( ralevolkom,militia,tradeunions}banks)
the pattern sezxs to be that chalrmen are Russlians or Ukrsinlane
and their denutiles Ukrailnians. However,he vwas told that Rueslans
dn top positions are prevsiling.

Sub ject Jo=2& not think there 18 a hatred between Ukrainlans and
Russtians. ut thsre is some sort of semtliment engsndered malnly
by the sltuation on "the spot". The fact that Rurslans occupy best
and most resp nelble position ls not conduclve to Russo-Ukralnlan
friendship. Cn the octher hand there 1s common dlssatisfaction with
comrunlism a8 guch,among both - Ukrainlans and Ruc:ilans.

In z=2n=2ral , Subject's impre-sion was that Ulralnlans are nowadays
more nationally consclous than before Ww II. The youth is much more self
confldent =«nd lese frightened.

15. Forelwn broadcasts. In villages it 1s actually lmpossible
to hear forelsn broadcasts whlch are Jamm2d anyway. There ly one
main apraratus In kolhosp-office and osly loudzpeakers installed in
all nouses. Ya2ry few veonle have private radio-sets.

It 1s better in thls respect in ciltlies where more veonle own
orivate railos. Correspoadingly, tazy ar2 also much better
informed about internatlonal esvents.

Thare ls 2 zreat dlsesatisfactlon amonz population hecause of
loudsneakers 12 all houssa. The pattern of prosranm is as follows:
time and weatner forecast from Kiev and then all the time 1ls Moscow
on. Some p=20oplz thulnk 1t is done delibszratzly to increase lupact
of Ruezian. - .

In Kfev Dubject wanted to listen to ewe 2t home of a
relative who 1s party member and has pri dlo. The man lauzhed
at himw and told nlm to try. “hen Subject switched on a forelgr
statlon, 1t was jamred. (Subject tried act - ally to zet "vOoA")
2y talking about Hungarlan revolution :iubject discodvered that
psople at home wmepe poorly informed about the events.

On the whole tiuelr knowledze of what 1s golug on abroad 1is rather
incompleste and one~sided. ‘

17. Religion. 01ld veonlse and quite a few young neonle are haliavers
and thouzh irrezularly o to cnurch. Prieste s=2em to be mostly
Rue lans. come of tinem are not trusted by tne nopulation and
susvected of col'aboration with KGB.
Among raligious rituals most popular ie wedding in churche
Tnls comes not ae much from desveness of religlous at achment as
{rom umore stablillzing factor 1in marriage with which a church weddlng
1s credited.
¥oreover, that tne rate of dlvorces 18 very high.

18. Attitude to foreian visitors. Subject was asksd mangé%uestions

about (ife abroad, euwluration,its activitize etc. obody asks
about it from among zZovernmantal oificlale. A1l are poliie to
forelginers. Cne day,Subject went to a2 bhank in HRYTSIV/TSI to change
an inteprnational checlk. Ha was asked to produce nis paccnort. As
the lattepr was ‘2posited with militia, h=2 went to militiaz offics.
Thzire was 2 queus and militiaman yaollad at alm to Join tt. Howsvsr,
29 80oon as 3Jub joct expalined who ha was, the militiaman jumped up,
anologlzed, and zot nls passport at once.

18x

however,




.
- . -
-y - -
™ . . -
.

19. "Effici¥ncy” of banking red tape. Prior to hle vielt to the
Soviet Union Subjlect sent an international check for his mother.
She could not,however, draw money on lt. The check was sent from
Enmelnytskyl to Klev and thsn to Moscow but finally came back the
same way. During Subject's visit he went himself to Kiev to cash
this check. It had agalnﬁ to be sent to Moscow because Kiev-of:9 lce
did not se=m to be competemt. They simply d1d not know what to do
with the check and nobody wanted to take responsibllity for 1it.
Finally, seoveral weeks after Subject's arrival in Sweden he
rscelved hls check backfvla Mogcow-Geneva-Stockholm. The Swedish
bank~-offlicials =slimply laughed at the whole affair. Then Subject

declded to send the money dur=ctly through a Swedigh bank and
only then, flnally? nis mother received monsy.




