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ACTIVITY ON THE POLISH-ANMEZERICAN LERT

Organizetizcal szuivily ie b2ing planned
m tha Peroeli=Ameracan Left, amunz vhoss
-xztuded 1n niens for sn orgindretica o
preech Polish-itussisn friendihip Are
Werlew Scyae. Oscar lange. nnd it Rev-

er>nd Srtapirtaus Or .zmansk:

Leit-wing ro.ish-Americana, fired br the reluctance

sf moderate and right-wing groups to bring pressure on

g

the rolican Govermment-in-Exile to come to terns with Soviet

Jussia, are calling a rrivate meeting to be held in Detroit

fbe

£ Novermbar 1645 to set up an crgsnization for that pur=

TOS6 The platiorm of this crganization will -ell fer
coitlement of the border question with Lussia and thor-

-

ouzazoina agrerian reform and democratization in post-war
Poland.  Invi:ations to the neeting are being issued by
waciaw foyac, ealtor of the Dewrroit labor-socialist week-
1y, Kesz Ewist. FProfessor Oscar Lange of the University

ol <hicago, auther of a much-discusssd declaration entitled
"Call to Reascon" {see FN Number B-58, 15 July 1943; will

t2 one of the chiefl speakers. "A priest from Boston" will

be the other,
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Waclaw Ccoyda £n elderly, well owitated {elion-isriazen
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Journalist, Soyie Coowercriled roo s tel
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teilijent and capable min, 43 puiliitcr of Heern Lo e

ne 1s probably ths lzadng 7i-

American geoups in Detreit, AL voriony CImag oae e seam
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s iated with non-3ocralist pava: civain Lol
-~ 1 T - - - -
.4, 0ow the Devlrolt orzan of U Lttt sas g
w“rw = Ty < y
IDAYY. e was Cilsonafood hom ntc U931t ler e et
B T T St N S - PR S ~ Ttaa [

2 ~ - N - i
cused of being a Cownnmist, he reesrits told s frdicrna tian

he ras cooreretsd with the Corruniz:

-
e ]
o
ur
I
oy
o
&}
v
;

'
)
It
, e
o

gEroud on the Lefl., M1 en not 3 Sasza’st,' Mo said
ari 8.52> 1ot a havar of tae Comiunizts. L:iT oanm oL it

-

fcilow vhe Communiars,

(

Soyda noses that Ycliand wil
crn terrliteries, The ar=zas innablces by Ugralinianz, s

says, have always tecn 2 sourzss of treakls . and the grovee

bty rich Pelish landlords as a means -t €xzl>iting ths

Lxrzirian and White Russian peasari.y ithepe
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Soyda 1is not optimistic on the score of the Polish-
Americans. In an interview in June he said that most
Polish workingmen in the United States who are liberal
in viewpoint as to the American scene are snti-Soviet on
the question of Polish borders. "They are," he said,
"very poorly educated. Many cannot read and know less
about geograrhy, and to them any city with a name that
has a Polish sound belongs to Poland. It is hard to ex-
plain the Atlantic Charter to them. They know Russia
wants half of Poland and they are not ready to give it up,
As they cannot read the American press they know only

what they read in the Dziennik Polskl of Detroit."

Oscar Lange Oscar Lsnge, formerly professor at the

University of Cracow, is ncw a professor
at the University of Chicago. Recently he restated his

position In a letter published in the New York Herald

Tribuns 5 October 1943, The intransigent Poles, says
Lange, based their denunciations of Russia's plan to
doxinate the Uxraine and White Russia upon an erroneous
belief in the weakness of Soviet Russia. The proven
strength of the USSR requires the adoption of another pro=-

gran., If Poland is to be free and strong that program
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st be vased upon a cleser understanding with the Soviet
Union and Czechoslovakia. Poland can help protect Russia
from Germany, and Soviet Russla can in turn offer the

saze protection to Poland as the United States offers
Mexico and Canada., All attempts to promote misunderstand-
ings batween the Anglo-Saxon Allies and the Soviet Union
Plainly threaten suicids for Poland since the only alter-
nativs foi a system oJf collective security 1is a systenm

of "exclusive spheres of influence" in which Poland would
fail completely within the Soviet sphere,

"A final prerequisite for Poland's future," Lange
argues, "is an amicable solution of the boundary dispute
with the Soviet Union, The Polish nation must recognize
the right of the Ukrainians and White Ruthenians to
naticnal reunion with the Soviet Ukraina and Soviet White
Rutzenia /White Russia/. Attempts to force thess peoples
into Poland against their will can result only (as it
has in the past) in a weakening of the Polish state by
internal discensicn.," Requiring coercion, such attempts
would also make denocracy within Poland impossible,

Foland must democravize and undergo an agrarian re-

form "which will eliminate the feudal elements in the
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couniry by giving the tanc to the peasants," Ths Polish

Government~in-txile, lange continues, must be reorganized
with "an understanding of the denceratic elenents in that
government with the Union of Polish Patriots in the USSR

snd with democratic Polish groups in other places,"

Professor Lange demands Polish soverzignty over Eagst

1

‘23s5ia, except for its Lithuanian section, YA derocratice
Feland wiil have to s%Xprcepriate the Junzers, to ship them
out of the country, and to settle their estates with peas-
ants. Peland shcuid have all of Upper 3ilesia with a‘
prevailingly Polish population, a step both in democracy,
sirnce the Poles thers are rpeasants chiefly, and also a
step toward weaiening Germsn nilitarisn by removing war
industries,™ "Centers of Polish culture" in Galicle,
such @s Lwew, shoulé bz left to Poland even though they
are located in ethnograprhically Uxrainian or Whitle Russian
terr_tory. This feature of Lange's program is being at-
tecked by Vkrainians in the United Siates as a manifesta-~
ticn of Polish imperialisn from the Left,

To the bulk of Polish Socialists Professor Lange and
those Socialists who with him signed the "Call to Reason"

re still renegades,
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Stanislaus It is probable that the "priest from Boston"
Orlemanski

is tle Reverend Stanislaus Oxlemanski of
the Church of St. Mary of the Rosary in Springfield,
Massachusetts. Orlemanskl was born in Erie, Pennsylvania,
12 December 1889. He has for a long time been concerned

with various Polish ectivities and problems. In 1932 he

wrote & brochure on The Folish Immigraiion in the U.S.A.

Two years ago he aroused attention through his opposi-
tion to a Zolish Day which was to be sponsored in Spring-
field by local followers of KNAPP, Several months ago
he toox a stand againsi officiel Polish policy and an-
nounced his endorsement of the Polish Kosciuszko Divi-

,\ sion organized in the USSR. He thereupon organized a

‘ t group xnown as the Kosciuszko Legion in Springfield,

i E which eims to extend roral and wraterisl support to Polish

‘ =

qug§§ in the Scviet Union, and he issued an appeal to
other Polish-Anericans to follow suit. The rightist Polish
press has of late been taking him severely to task for
propagating the idea of Polish-Soviet cooperation, He

has been writing articles both for Soyda's Nasz Swiat

nd the pro-Communist Glos Ludowy.
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These activities of the Reverend Orlemanski have
evoked charges that he is a Communist, or at least a fellow-
traveler. This view, often presented by such newspapers
as the Nowy Swiat of New York, is not generally shared,

Some moderate papers, like the Jersey City Glos Narodu,

regard him as a man of goodwlll who during these times.

vl confusion is seeking a road toward the better tomorrow,

Glos Ludowy recommends him as a "foe of fascism," and in

printing his articles often reminds its readers that they
represent the Reverend's own views. Father Orlemanski
says of hinself: "I am a priest, I am a patriot, I am an
Arerican who loves the people of his descent., And I want
to aid the Polish people, but in the American way,"
Feople who know Father Orlemanski categorically deny
that he is a Comrmunist end compsre his views with those
of certain liberal Pﬁotestant ministers. He cannot be
considered as a leader of any movement, but merely as an
individual with strong political and social interests
which heve made of him a public figure, It is recalled
that in Poland there were occasional radical priests who
identified their interests with those of the common people

and became exponents of theilr needs. One of the better
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known was Father Okon, s :zember of the Polish Sain,
Beginning with last July, Orlemanski has published
8 nunber of articles reflecting his views on various cur-
rent problems. It is his contention that the Polish
Governnent-in-Exile and Polish statesmen are to blame for
the bad relations with Soviet Russis, "Polish diplomats,™
he says, "are viewing Russia and Germany through glasses
of th= past, Ihereas‘?resent-day Germany is a arzater
foe than the fornmer Germany ever was, post-revolutionary
Russia considers collaboration with Poland ss beneficial
to both countries." Only Soviet Russia, he continues,
can help Pelancé culturally and econonically, and only a
policy of Sovist-Polish friendship can guarante= the fron-
tiers of Poland, As to religion, Poland can keep its
-raditlonal motto, "God and the Patherland," while Russia

can do as she pleases,

Qutsids Support The arguments of Soyda, Lange, and

Orlemanski are closely aligned to
those advanced by some Polish-Americans of sympathies more

} cefinitely to the Left, including Boleslaw Gebert, head

of the Polish-Arerican Section, IWO. 1In a recent series

of articles in the Glos Ludowy Gebert demanded from KNAPP
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a statei:2nt as to the source of its budge: of $42,000,
wvhich he declared to be in need of explanation in view

of the small membership of only 600. (KNAPP officers claim
a wierxbership of 1475,

Polish-American liberals and leftists have found sup-

port in the Detroit News. where Philip Adler has been run-
aing a series of articles, the latest of wﬂich attack the
anti-Semitic record of the Polish Government. ¥NAPP lead-
ers say Adler is benind a left-wing "unity organization"
of trade union groups nominally headed by Szymon Kaminski,

formerly editor-in-chisf of the Socialist Robotnik Polski

of New Yorx City, with which he broke in protest against
its anti-Soviet policy. Other Socislist leaders vho left

the Robotnik Poiski for similar reasons were Stefan Arski

and Dr. A. Penzil:, co-signers with Lange of his "Call to
Reason,"

State Senator Stanley Nowak of Michigan has recently
been addressing pro-Soviet Polish meetings. The charges
brought agailnst him on the ground that he failed to declare
his alleged Comaunist sympathies at the time of applica-

tion Tor citizenship in 1938 were dropped early this year,
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