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SAIGON ~- United States
officials believe that the
Communists have secretly
moved the wreckage of the
two international peacekeep-
ing commission helicopters
they shot down last week to
confirm their own explanation
of the incident.

The officials say this re-

* moval accounts for the reason

that the International Com-
mission of Control and Super-
vision investigative team
found the wreckage three

" days ago more than 25 miles

from where the survivors
crashed.

. reported they

According to the U.S. offi-
cials, the Communists used a
large Soviet-made ‘‘hook"
helicopter to move the
wrecks,

The location of the wreck-
age has become a critical is-
sue, because the Viet Cong
has claimed that the incident

" occurred because the ICCS

area.
The two helicopters, which
were marked ICCS in large
white letters with distinctive
green fluorescent stripes,
were flying to an ICCS post at
Lao Bao on the Laos border in
Quang Tri Province.

NINE PERSONS, including
a Viet Cong navigator and two

American pilots, were killed '

was apparently hit by a heat-

seeking Strella missile. The 10 -

people in the second craft

. crash-landed safely after’
being hit by groun,

d fire.
The American officials who

. charged that the wreckage

"had been deliberately moved
in an effort to provide an ex-
cuse for the incident base
their belief on the account
given by the survivors and on
certain intelligence data
which they say is “‘too sensi-

_ tive todisclose.”

One senior intelligence ana-
-lyst, who insisted that he
; knew as a certainty that the
* helicopters had been moved,
said *‘there has been more

" in the lead helicopter, which .

than a little hankypanky *
here.”

In their first interview with
reporters, the two surviving
pilots from the second craft
said last night that they would
never believe the Communist
claim that they were 15 miles
south of their prearranged
course and {lying southeast
instead of west when they
were hit.

“NO MATTER what they
say, 1 know we were in the

U.S. Officials Say

right place,” said Mark
Hotchkiss, one co-pilot, who
like the other pilots works for
Alr America, on charter to the
ICCS. Hotchkiss, A, from

]
southeast back toward the
coast, away from Lao Bao.
The men said they saw the

As proof, the pilots noted
that they had passed over the
former U.S. Marine base at
Khe Sanh and its large air-
strip, which lies on route nine
beyond the junction in the
roads. They had radioed their
position over Khe Sanh back
to the ICC team in Gio Linh,
according to ICCS officials.
There is no other airstrip in
the area.

About eight minutes later,
after they had radioed they
were about to begin their de-
scent to Lao Bao, De Voll said
he heard ground fire and then
saw a “dark, dart-like object
right at the side of the lead
chopper.” It was a Strella
missile, De Voll insists, and it

caused a large explosion
first helicopter to

chopper out of there, they
wanted to get rid of it.” How-

When they reached the spot
where the Communists said

(Indonesia indicated yester-
day that it may withdraw
from the four-power ICCS in
South Vietnam unless its
members can be guaranteed
safety against attack, United
Press International reported
from Jakarta.

(An Indonesian delegate to
the ICCS was one of the nine
persons killed when ane of the
commission's helicopters was
downed.

(Defense Minister Gen.
Maraden Panggabean said the
present situation in South
Vietnam *‘does not enable our
contingent to work effectively
inthe 1CC8.™)
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