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I believe the a t t a c h e d  study (Tab 1) i s  r i g h t  on t a r g e t  as  
r e g a r d s  a l l  its m a j o r  judgments .  

imieaiat-e- pyospe'ct of armed c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U;S. ; 

' t en  y e a r s  dcwn t h e  road- -not  so much o f  a ' c g n f r o n t a t i o n  as- such, 
. 2 s  of a d e c i s i v e  s h i f t  i n  the b a l a n c e  o f - m i l i t a r y  p&er which 

would require them eit;.sr t o  back down or a c c e p t  t h e  r i s k  of 

and  p r o b a b l y  doubt t h a t  they c o u l d  k e e p  up i f  w e  went  f l a t - o u t .  
And j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  k e e p  up will put  enormous pressures on t h e i r  
shaky  sys t em.  

--Of a l l  t h e  r e g i o n a l , d i s p u t e s ,  t h e y  are probably most 
n e r v o u s  a b o u t  the M i d d l e  E a s t ,  prims.rily b e c a u s e  of t h e ' p r o x i m i t y  
of o u r  forces there. 
not c h a l l e n g i n g  d i r e c t l y  o u r  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s  i n  Lebanon. 
I srae l i  o r  (worse i n  t h e i r  e y e s )  U.S .  strikes on S y r i a n  territory 
would be h a r d e r  for  them t o  t o l e r a t e - - b u t  t h e y  would probably 40.. 
so. 

S p e c i f i c a l l y :  
. - -  - . .- -. . -  . .  . - . _ -  -. 

--The Sov ie t  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  not o v e r l y  ne rvous  z b o u t  t h e  

--They a r e  however v e r y  ne rvous  abou t  t h e  prospects f i v e  to, 
. .  

. 
-.i - 

- c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  They g e n u i n e l y  fear our t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c a p a c i t y  

I n  t h e i r  e y e s ,  .. they have a c t e d  p r c d e n t l y  by 

. .  S t i l l ,  t h e y  do not want  t o  be faced w i t h - t h e  c h o i c e .  
\vc  

e l e m e n t  which  i s  n o t  e l a b o r a t e d  i n  t h e  paper deserves 
T h a t  is, t h e  n a t u r e  of Andropov ' s  i n t e r n a l  rule, as 

t h a t  it i 6  i n  fact a 

k r o n o u n c e d  R u s s i a n - n w  7 m. These 
t r e n d s  stem p r i m a r i l y  from i n t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  and h c i r o p o v ' s  own 

on  d i s c i p l i n e p n d  p o l i c e  

for f o r e i T n  p o l i c y .  I n  f a c t ,  . 
l e a d e r  who h a s  a p o l i c y  s t a k e  - . 

it e a s i e r  t o  
i s  convinced  that t h e r e  is 

* 

a n  e x t e r n . a l  t h r e a t .  
careful n o t  to provoke  a r e a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  he may see little 
meri t  i n  r e l e x e d  t e n s i o n s  for  t h e i r  ob;n sake ( e s  Erezhnev c l e a r l y  

T h e r e f o r e ,  w h i l e  h e r o p o v  may be very 
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