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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASBHINGTON, D.C, 20808

18 May 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: The.Director of Central Intelligence’

SUBJECT . :. WARSAW PACT JOURNAL: From the Exercise
Sthere--1970 Exercises

1. The enclosed Intelligence Information Special
Report is part of a series now in preparation based on
articles from a SECRET Soviet rublication called Information
Collection of the lieadqguarters and the Technical .
Committee of the Combined Armed Forces. This article
reviews the results of seven exercises held by tlarsaw Pact
forces in 1970 to work out various operational-tactical and
cormand-staff problens. Tlese exercises were the following: 5
the DVINA combined-arms maneuvers involving five military A
districts of the USSR; the FRAKIYA-70 operational-tactical
exercise in Bulgaria; the TARAN army exercise in
Czechoslovakia; a nultilevel comnand~staff exercise in

comunications in Poland; a combined army command-staff . ' ;'
\ " exercise in Bulgaria; the SIGETVAR command-staff exercise in &
. Hungary; and, an allied naval staff exercise in the Llack B

Sea. This journal is published by Warsaw Pact Leadguarters A
in Moscow, and it consists of articles by varsaw Pact .
officers., This article appearcd in Issue No. 1, which was %,
published in 1970, . . '

2, Decause the source of this report is extrenmely
sensitive, tlis document should be handled on a strict
need-to-know basis within recipient agencies. For ease of
reference, reports from this pyblication have been assigned
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The Director of Central Intelligence
The Joint Chiefs of Staff
The Director, Defense Intelligence Egency

The Assistant to the Chief of Staff for Intclligence
Departnent of the Arny

Director of liaval Intcllicence
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Tlhic Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligcrce
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1970 _
SUBJECT

KWLRSAW PACT JCURLAL: Fron 'the Exercise Sphere=1970
Bxercises

Docurientary

Sund.ar 13

TLe following report is a translation from Russian of
an article from: a SiCRET Soviet rullication called
Information Collection cf tle Lead-uarte_s and the .
commlttee of the Comian e Q . This journal is
published by Warsaw Fact Leadguartera in Iosco&, and it
consists of articles Ly Varsaw Pact officers. %his article
reviews the results of seven exercises held by llarsaw Pact
forces in 197C to work out various operational-tactical and
command-staff problems. These excrcises vere the following:
the DVINA combined-arms raneuvers involving five military

districts of thc USSP; the FPAKIYA-70 operational-tactical ¥
excrcise in Bulgaria; the TARALN army exercise in ‘ ‘"
Czechoslovakia; a multilevel cormand-staff exercise in »
cormunications in Poland; a combined army command-staff k&S

exercise in Bulgaria; the SIGLTVAR cormand-staff exercise in
LEungary; and, an allied naval staff exercise in the Black
Sea. This article appeared in Issue No. 1, whicl was
published in 1970. '
End of Sunmary
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From the Exercise Spheré

The Combined Armed Forces of the member states of the

' Warsaw Pact are undergoing intensive combat training.
Personnel are actively absorbing military knowledge,

rastering the use of eguipment, and perfecting their combat
skills. '

We present below reports on certain exerciscs held
anong fraternal arrmies.

The DVINA laneuvers

In the first half of March 1970, under the direction of
tiie Hinister of Defense of the USSR, !iarshal of the Sovict
Union Comrade A. A. Grechko, combinec—-arms maneuvers were
held on the territory of the Lelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic under the code name DVINA.

In terms of area covereC and the large number of
ground, air, and airborne landing forces involvcd, these
raneuvers were the largest neasure undertahen by tae Armed
Forces of the USSR in recent years.

Paking part in the maneuvers vere troops from the
Leningrad, Moscow, liorth Caucasus, Belorussian, and Baltic . .
Military Districts, large units and units of airborne
landing forces, and Long-Range and Military Transport
Aviation,

At the mancuvers the corlbat and mobilization readiness
of ground forces and aviation wcre tested, problems
involving the regrouping of forces over a large distance,
using all types of transport in their deployrcnt, were
worke¢ out, and the field trairing and rreparation of large
units and units for the conduct of highkly mobile combat
operations were improved.
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During the maneuvers motorized rifle and tank
divisions, operating under adverse conditions resembling as
closely as possible those of actual combat, negotiated deep
snow and impassable roads and successfully carried out
various combat tasks: they successfully broke through
border and intermediate lines, negotiated large water
barriers through the ice, organized bridge crossings for
heavy combat equipment under winter conditior.s, deployed and
delivered quick strikes against thc. "enery", waged an
offensive both by day and Ly night, and guickly executed a
raneuver on the battlefield. Units and largc units prepared
lines of defense in a short time, carried out high-speed
counterattacks with regimental and divisional reserves, and
also delivered powerful counterstrikes, The troogs
perforned decisively and bolély in a meeting engagement,
during which nearly 1000 tanks and a great deal of other
comkat equipment were operating in ‘certain extrerely active
sectors.

Front aviation particijating in the maneuvers delivered
strikes against noving ground targets from low ancG extremely
low altitudes. The crews' acticns vere marked by boldness
and decisiveness.

liilitary Transport Lviation operated successfully in
the naneuvers, performing an airdrop of an orcrational
airborne landing force, consistinc of an airhborne landing
division, into the assigned arca. lithin a space of 28
ninutes, more than 8000 landing troops, ecuipped with light
‘arnamnent, antitank cuns, antiaircraft guns, self-propelled
guns and the armunition for them, were dropped irto the
"eneny" rear area. .

Considerable art and boldress were dermonstrated by a

- group. of lanéing forces who cxecutcd a jump fron an altitude
of less than 100 reters., This olL.ens the way for airborne
landing forces to conduct landings from low altitudes.
Immediately after the landinc, personnel of subunits of
airborne divisions, in strict accordance with the operations

plan, initiated combat to scize and expand’the bridgchead.
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Also well-executed was the transport by air of the
personncl and armament of certain units of ground troops,
including tanks and missile launchers, with a landing on
dirt airfields.

Rear services surport to the troops at the mancuvers.
was organized and carried out in an efficient military
rLanner.,

bDuring the rareuvers the formation cowmmanders,

commanders, staffs, and troops improved their practical
skills in fulfilling combat tasks under adversc conditions

vith and without the use of nuclcar weapons. The mareuvers
vere well-organized and instructive, and served to confirm
the high level cf combat capabilities of ground, air, and
airborne landing forces and their ability to pcrform vell in
rodern varfare.

The Opcrational=-Tactical Lxcrcise FRARIYA-7C

Ectween 14 and 28 August in the Bulgarian Pcople's Army
under the direction of the l'inister of lational Lefense, a
tvo=sided trcop operational-tactical exercise wvas held
Learing tihe code name FRAKIYA=-70. Its goals vere the
improvenent of the field training of troops and staffs and
the practical vorking cut of problems of cocrdination vhen
organizing and ccnducting an operatior (battle) at the
outset of a wvar, under conditions in vhich conventional
wveapons arc usced at first and nuclear weapons arc
subsequently introduced.

The excrcisc was held over a large area and involved
the rarticiratiocn ¢f large units and units at full strength.
(A total of thrce nctorized rifle divisions, two tank \
Lrigades, one arlLy rocket krigadc, cne air defensc division,
and seven aviaticn recirernts vere assigned to tle excrcisc.)

In crder to vorl out thc prcilems of Lrcalirg through
fortificC arcas in tlic defensive zonc cf a division, a
sfecial scctor vith fortifications vas created, in initaticn
of the defensive zencs "Metaxas® (Grecce) ard "Gallipoli"
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(Turkey) .

Worked out in full scale for the first time were such
important prohlems as delivering the first strike hy
aviation and rerelling an enery air attack, waging comkat to
negotiate a forward security zone, breaking through a
fortified zone, and forcing water barriers from the narch,

RS TR

The exercise included a qreat numbter of field firings
and a consideralle amount of borbing, There were twvo ficld
launcliirgs of tactical nissiles. The field firings,
bonliing, and rissilc launchings were carriecC out rot on the
firing ranges, as is the usual practice, btut in unfamiliar
sectors ¢f the terrain., Taking jart in the operations of
the trocrs vere two parachute and four helicopter tactical
lancing fcrces, with ircendiary riaterial also being used.
tpecial attention at tiic exercise vas devoted to the
rebasing of aviation to field and alternate airfields and to
conducting corlat orcrations fron them for the purjpose of
supj.orting and covering cround forces; to Lomking, and to
tlhie firing of cn-board weapons from helicoj ters.

Fire support of arn attack by infantry ard tanks was
carried out by artillery using the method of dual:
concentration of fire (simultaneously along two lines
echeloned in depth). Arnored personnel carriers and
liclicol.ters were used in layinc minefields.

The grecat instructive value ané hich degrec of
orgyanization of the exercise carried out vere achieved
througlhi advance and careful preparation and the fact that it
was held under conditions approximatince thicse of actual
combat as closely as rossible, ‘

The Arny Lxercise of Czcchoslovak and Soviet
Trcors TARAN

This cxercise was devoted to the proklems of organizing -

and conducting an arny offensive operation and battle by
corkined-arms ‘large urits ané units under conditions in
wvhicn conventional weapons are used at first and nuclear

oy
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veapons are subseguently introduced at the beginning of a
war.

This exercise was held with a view toward irproving the
control of an army and the staffs of large units, as vell as
testing the readiness of the troops to wage a modern hattle.
In addition much attention was devoted at the execrcise . to
working out problems of coordination between large units of
allied armies when fulfilling common combat tasks.

The TARAN cxexrcise was notable for the large arca that
it covcred, ana thc fact that a considerable number of .
troops ané a large amount of combat equipment were involved.
The excrcise covered five provinces of the Czechoslovakh
Socialist Republic. The overall scope of the operations of
the trooj.s anc steffs covercd a 100-kilometer front vhich
was 350 kilomecters deepe.

Ur to 40,000 ren, GO0 tanks and sclf=propelled cuns,
L0C arr.orec personnel carriers, 151 aircraft, 99
Lelicop ters, and over 7,000 motor vehicles wcre assigned to
tiie excrcise. This was the first excrcise of suchi scope
ever licld Ly the Czechoslovak People's Army.

Councanaers and staffs at all levels on the whole showed
ability in gathering and drawing conclusions from cata on
the situvation within a short time, in making timely and
sound decisions, and in assigning tasks to subordinate
troops. In planning and conducting an operation the nost
important problers vere those of controlling troops when
Lreaking through a prepared encmy ceferse using conventicnal
reans of destruction, repulsing counterstrikes by large
operational rescrves with a simultaneous transition to the
use of nuclear vweapons, and bLreaking through an intcrrediate
line ¢f the eneny defense,

i. rositive factor in the work of the army staff and the
staffs of large units was tiic use of various means of
liritec nechanization, and especially the usc of
standaruized documents.,
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A characteristic feature of the TARAN drmy exercise was g
the very large number of tactical exercises on a divisional
and iegimental scale that were held with field firing and
bombing.
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Against the background of an army offensive operation,
the troops, operating over extremely broken terrain, under
adverse weather conditions, and in a situation approximating
actual combat as closely as possible, worked out various
methods of operation, carrying out combat tasks with
powerful strikes by troops, fire from small arms, tanks, and
artillery, and by bombing. T

PGS R

"puring the offensive the troops forced the Labe (Elbe)
River, carried out an airborne landing, and negotiated zones
of radioactive contamination and nuclear minefields.

Participating in the field firings were eight motorized
rifle and seven tank battalions, five tank companies, 23
artillery (mortar) hattalions (indivicdual batteries), and
six aviation regiments.

In all the tactical exercises. Czechoslovak and Soviet
large units and units performed cfficiently and boldly,
successfully carrying out tactical and fire tasks, All
firings and borbing tasks were fulfilled with marks of
*good" and “excellent"”. ,

The firing by antitank guided missile crews of
Czechoslovak and Soviet divisions was especially effective.
The exercise included such complex types of f£ield firings,
from the organizational point of view, as firings by second
echelons of divisions and night firing by a tank regiment.

The operations of fichter aircraft and fighter-bombers
were marked Ly good teamwork among rairs and f£lights and the
‘ability to carry out fire tasks from altitudes of 70 to 100
meters, Flicht personnel, orerating under adverse weather
conditions, perforred boldly ané decisively, arranging their
battle forrmations on the basis of the meteorological
conditions and the nature of the targets.,
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5 tactical airborne landing force consisting of a
parachute landing battalion was landed to support the forced
crossing of the Labe River.

The infantry crossed the river in armoreé personnel
carriers, while the tanks crossed on the bottom of the river
(sirmultaneously, along three underwater routes), on trackcd
self-pro;cllec ferries, and over a bridge that hac been
crected, & 120-meter floating bridecc from a pontoon Lridge
park was crected in ten minutcs. The total time reguired
for the notorizcd rifle regirent to nake a forced crossing
of a wvater barrier 12¢ to 150 meters wide was one liour and
ten r.inutes. C

Tc vork out proklems of controlling troops of diffcerent
national composition, rutual resubordiration of incividual
units vas practiced cduring tle exercise. To cnsure control
in these cases, operations grours witl: conmunications ncans
verc sent out, This facilitated the timely conveyving of
orcers and irstructions to the subordinatec conrarders, made
for a2 clear unccrstanding of thc contents of conbat
docui.er.its, and or tle whole cnsured the control of troops of
Gdiffcrent natioral corposition,

At the corbined exercise, motorized rifle, tank,
artillery, anda aviation urits and large units of the
- Czechoslovak Peorle's Ilrry and the Central Crou; of Forces
- operated in close and contiiucus coorcination,

Tlic TARN! combineu cexcreisc vas hoth well-orcanized and
instructive, thus raking it possil'le to accomplisb all the
trairing coals assivnec. -It also contribute¢ to a furtlier
strcngthening of thc harrony Lctvecen the fraternal arnics
and a decrer mutual uncderstancire and urity of views amonc
cornanders ané staffs on the conduct of corbined corlbat
o} erations mhilc fulfilling cenrorn tasks.
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A Command~Staff Exercise Under the Direction of the Minister
(] ationa efense O e Polish Feople‘’s Republic

A one-sided multilevel command-staff exercise held in
1970, using communications means in the field, was of great
significance in the training of the operations staffs of the
Polish Armed Forces.

During the exercise problems were worked out concerning
the planning of the work of the chief directorates of the
Ministry of National Defense, and of commanders and staffs
- of operational formations, during a period of threat as well
as when conducting a front offensive operation in the
non-nuclear and nuclear periuvds of a war.

Certain features of this exercise merit attention.

' Deployment of the armed forces and the dispatching of
staffs to field control posts were carried out on the basis
of a specially prepared training operations plan (as opposed
to a task).

-All the playing groups were concentrated in one place
near the staff of the director of the exercise. This
ensured:

~-= centralized direction of the playing out of the

course of combat operations;
-=- more effective use of means of communication.

In order to utilize the communications means
cconomically, the staffs were actually relocated
concentrically around the staff of the director, in short
moves, bearing in mind the time required to relieve the
control posts of the playing staffs,

This method of relocating the control poste was also
used to achieve operational camouflage of the exercise.

Departments for automation of control were set up in
the front staff and in the staffs of the armies. They made
extensive use of high-speed field ecuipment for transmitting
information in a secure form, which involved clectronic
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conputer centers. Using thia system some 400 separate
problems vere successfully solved during the course of the
exercise.

For increased mobility during the exercise, the staffs
wvere organized according to a new table of organization,
designed to reduce personnel and motor transport by an .
averagc of 18 to 20 percent. The exercise showed that such
a reduction was fully justified.

For the first time in recent years problcms of
replacing staff personnel were worked out at the exercise in.
a practical manner. The replacement was accomplished bys:

-= replacing individual generals and officers;

== replacing vhole departments and@ directorates in
playing staffs;

== removing staffs from acticn entirely.

Those generals and officers removed from action were
grouped in battalions and companies of an officer reserve,
from which they were sent to other staffs as replacements.
In addition, certain irdividuals and groups of officers were
sent to replace rlaying staffs from the interior of the
country (from central directorates, military academies,
training schools, etc.). The staff of one combined=-arms
army, removed from action during the exercise, was replaced
by the staff of a tank division that was called up on alert
and arrxived in its place. :

During the exercise the foreign language ability of the
officers of the playing staffs vas put to the test. Tor
this purpose one day of the exercise was designated "Russian
Day®". On that day all documents and communications were
carried out in Russian. On the second day certain documents
:nd telegrams were transmitted to the participating staffs

n German,

During the exercise much attention was devoted to
overcoming a strong enemy air defense system. It was
considered the second most important task (after combat
against nuclear means of attack) of all arms of troops.
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2 Conbined Army Command=Staff IExercise

In June 1970 a comkined arny cormand-staff exercise
using communications means was Leld on the territory of the
People's Republic of Bulgaria on the theme “"Preparation for
the conduct of an army cffensive operation on a maritinc
axis with and without the use of nuclear weapons at the
outsct of var®. Thc exercise vwas directeé by the Chief of
thec Gencral staff of the Bulgarian Pcople's Rrny.

Taling part in the exercisc vere operstions groups and
staffs of thc Bulcarian Pcople's rrry, the 2rred Porces of
the Socialist Fepullic of Rorania, ané the rrrmec¢ Forces of
the USSR (Cdessa !ilitary District),

Preliminary coordination ¢f the concept and combincd
wor}y during thc preraration and conduct of the cxcrcise vith
ojerations ¢roups of the Cencral Staff of the rrmed lorces
of the Socialist Ferul.lic of Pomania and the staff of tue
- OCdcssa llilitary District, [roved to Le an cffective form of

tincly preparation and successful conduct of the combined
exercise, -

_The cxercise was held in a corjlex anc instructive
situation,

buring the cxcrcise tiie first atterpts verc mace te use
network c¢rajpls ir solving problers on clectronic corpmters.,

Ex}jericnce vas cained in resubordéinatine ané receiving
allied troops from one national arny into arother, and in
organizing comtat ané irplerentine coordirnation ard control
of allied troops. '

The control of the staffs of larce urits of the allicd
arwies was organizec Ly cxchenging o} crations group's between
an orny staff and the largce units of the allied troops, ond -
also iy having an arry cstallislh racic corrunications
betweer thicris
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The exercise contributed to an increase in knowledge
and improved the practical skills of commanders and staffs
in preparing and carrying out a combined operation by allied
troops.

The SIGETVAR Command-Staff Exercise

- In May 1970 a combined, two-level command-staff
exercise, SIGETVAR, was held with the participation of
staffs of the 5th Army of the Hungarian People's Army and .
the Southern Group of Forces of the Soviet Army.

During the exercise the main attention was devoted to
working out problems of planning and organizing coordination
between allied large units vhen breaking through an enemy
defense, repulsing counterstrikes during the conduct of an
operation, making forced crossings of water barriers, and
conducting combat operations at night.

Commanders and staffs gained practical experience in
organizing and conducting combined combat operations and
considerably enhanced their theoretical training.

Worth noting here is the method of maintaining
continuous coordination between national staffs, which was
acconmplished by the assigned officers with the necessary
means of communications.

The exercise provicded specific, positive expcrience in
deploying and relocating control posts, as well as in
organizing the work and rest of the personnecl in them.

During the exercise the commanders and staffs of both
the lungarian and Soviet divisions employed a parallel
method of work when developing and making a decision. This
greatly reduced the amount of time needed to assign tasks to
sukordinate staffs. Extensive use was made of tape
recorders to record instructions that had been issued, as
vell as extremely sinple devices for malking copies of the
maps of the decision. ,
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During thie exercise there was a smooth flow of internal
infornation in the field leadguarters of the army and in the
comnand posts of divisions of the Kungarian Pcople's Army.

Tuls was acconplished by means of contirnuously ojcrating
selcctive circuit cormunications. .

Cn the whole the cxercise showed that tle staffs know
their tasks and arc akle to perforr them successfully.

A Staff Excrcisc by 2llicéd Navics in the Llach Sea

In order tc vork out corrunications whern coordinating
allie¢ navies, a staff exercisc was held in the Elack Sea in
ray 197C, involving operations groups of naval staffs, their
conuunications certers, anc representational ship forccs,

Lt tae xXcercisces, prollems vere vworhed out concerning
the control of ship forces of allied navics Curing combined
opcrations in coordination with aviation, and of rutual
verning ané comnunications betwecen naval staffs and letucen
forces taking jart ir tie cxercisc. Particular attention in
tiids’ commcction tvas devcted to ensuring control and
cocrdination v radio undcer congitions of inteusivc "enery"
rauio counterncasures.

It should l¢ notcé that tihe load on comnmunicatiorns
rcans for the flow of information incrcaseé sorevhat at this
excreise as comj arcd to previous, similar excrcises, and
also that the cffcctiveness of radio jeamndrg irercascd.

. tle avcrage tie length of orne item of lnformation
(radiograr) at the excrcisce was 50 groups, and tie time
recuirced to transmit it was one Lour and 30 minutes, vhich
is somevhat greater than tae cstal lished norms.

O the whole, tiic conrwunications sct up at tie oxcrcise
ensurce the accomp lishrent of the tasks cf coordinatirc the
bavies. %his vas helped Ly ronthly training of the :
coLnunications centers.
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During the exercise the staffs of the three allied
navies obtained practice in organizing and implementing
coordination during combined combat operations to destroy
ship groupings of the "enemy" at sea and to assist coastal
groupings of ground forces in improving their system of
communications, and in coordinating allied navies when they
are carrying out combined tasks under conditions of
intensive “enemy®” radio countermeasures. '
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