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1. The enclosed Intelligence Information Special Report is

part of a series now in preparation based on the SECRET USSR
Ministry of Defense publlication Collectlion of Articles of the
Journal "Millitary Thought". This article attempts to cover the
entire sphere of strategy and tactlics on the contemporary
battlefield., The article provides a characterization of modern
combat, both nuclear and conventional, Including definitions of
standard terms in a modern context. 1{ncreased movement speeds
and greater range of flre are new factors which the author
recognizes. He concedes that Soviet forces may have to assume a
defensive posture at least temporarily in a future confilct.
This article appeared in Issue No. 2 (90) for 1870.

2. Because the source of thils report is extremely .
sensitive, this document should be handled on a strict
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COUNTRY USSR

DATE OF - T DATE 14 January 1974
INFO. Mid-1970 o o s

. SUBJECT

MLLITARY THOUGHT (USSR): The Modern Theory of Tactlcs
and Some of Its Problems ; ’

.

SOURCE Documentary
Summary:

The following report Is a translation from Russian of an
article which appeared in Issue No. 2 (90) for 1970 of the SECRET
USSR Ministry of Defense publlcatl-- C¢ :
Journal “Military Thought". pr of this artlcle ls
General-Mavor of Tank Troops P: who attempts to cover the
entire sphere of strategy and tg s on the contemporary
battlefield. The article provides a characterization of modern

combat, both nuclear and conventional, including definlitions of
standard terms In a modern context. Increased movement speeds and
greater range of fire are new factors which the author recognizes.
He concedes that Soviet forces may have to assume a defensive
posture at least temporarily in a future conflict.

End of Summary

Lomment:

Gen.-Mavor Gudz has written several articles on effective
training of troops and about the curriculum of the Academy of the
Armored Troops 1/n Marshal SU R. Ya. Malinovskly, the most recent
appearing In Yovennyy Vestnik, No. 1, 1968 and Nedelya, No. 37,
1971. M]litary Thought has been published by the USSR Ministry of
Defense In three versions In the past -- TOP SECRET, SECRET, and
RESTRICTED. There Is no information as to whether or not the TOP
SECRET version continues to be published. The SECRET version Is

published three times annually and is distributed down to the level
of divislon commander. _ -
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- by
- of Tank Troops P. Gudz,
Doctor of Milltary Sclences, Professor

'

Tactlics, as a component part of milltary art, Is the
study of the theory and practlice of combat of subunits,
units, and large units. Historically, its role has kept
changing and has depended on the level attained In the
"development of production, the means and methods of
conducting armed combat, and the posltlon and Importance of
combat w!thin tactics.

The development of the theory of tactics is strongly
influenced by strategy and operational art. They present
specific requirements, stemming from the general tasks of
achieving victory in war, for increasing the combat
readiness of tactical large units, for using their combat
capablilities, and for perfecting their methods of conducting
combat actions. Moreover, by using the missile/nuclear
means at their disposal, strategy and operational art can
achieve significant results in the conduct of war and can
directly Influence the conditions and methods of fulfiiment
of missions by tactlcal large units and units. Operational
art, determining the method of routing a speclific enemy
grouping, will pose the tasks for large units and units of
arms of troops and coordinate thelir efforts to attain
operational goals. At the same time, tactics, the -

- capabilities of its combat means and the developed methods
of conducting combat, In their turn, affect the '
accompl ishment of the tasks of operatlional art.

Thanks to the concerns of the Central Committee. of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Soviet
Government for a comprehensive increase in the defensive
might of our homeland, new successes have been achleved In
recent years In developing all types of armament. Strategilc
and operational nuclear means have been created, causing
fundamental changes in the forms of strategic and
operational actions of the armed forces in war. Tactlical
means have acquired a new quallty. There has been a sharp
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increase in the maximum and average speeds of movement of
the main models of combat and special equipment, while the
running time between refuelings Is more than twice that of
equivalent models, exlisting at the end of World War tl. The
effective flre range agalnst the enemy, Including that of
tank weapons, has Increased by a factor of 1.5 to 2; a salvo
by a combined-arms large unit has increased by a factor of
1.5 over the past ten years. '

The adoption, by large unlts, of nuclear/misslile
weaponry and new types of armored and speclal equipment
creates a new materiel base for conducting a battle,
increases Its territorial scale and dynamism, and ralses the
Importance of the battle in achleving the goals of modern
operations. All of this presents a serles of new problems
for the theory of tactics, problems concerning both
increasing combat readiness and perfecting the methods of
organizing and conducting a battile. B

, Victory In a modern battle-ls ‘achieved through the
coordinated efforts of all arms of troops, in conformity
with objectively applicable and constantly evolving rules.
Thus, the general rules of battle which have been percelived
on the basis of material dlialectlcs constitute the Initlial
;heoretical bases for the tactlcs of the SOViet Armed

orces. _

Tactics Investigates the essence and nature of modern
battle and the capablilities of the means with which It is
waged and determines ways to Increase combat readlness and
to wage a battle with the coordinated efforts of unlits and
large units of the arms of troops of all branches of the
armed forces. Examining the combat capabilitles of units
and large units, the theory of tactics determines their
tasks In battle, methods for fulfllling tasks, and ways of
achleving success through combined efforts, and establlishes .
the role of the various means of destruction, strike, and
maneuver in battle, the procedure for supporting and
maintalning high combat readiness and combat effectiveness,
methods of control, the requirements for the organlzational
structure of the troops and for future models of their
combat and special equipment, and methods for troop combat .
training and the organization of all types of support.
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The combat characteristics and capabllities of the
different arms of troops of the armed forces branches enable
thelr large units and units to carry out specific tasks In
battle only with their own characteristic methods. The
difference in the conduct of combat actions in
combined-arms, naval, or air battles has caused a need for
the existence of tactics for each branch of the armed
forces. Each branch of the armed forces has those means
affording Its units and large units the capablility to wage
battle and to support the combat actions of Its forces.
Those large units and units whose basis Is their means of
waging battle, form the arms of troops; units and subunits
whose basis is their means for support, form the special"
troops. Accordingly, the tactics of each branch of the
armed forces are subdivided Into the tactics of the arms of
troops and the theory of support of combat actions.

The present structure of the theory of tactics
satisfies the objectively developing conduct of battle and
makes possible the thorough and comprehensive working out of
the methods of combat use of the arms of troops of the
branches of the armed forces. At the same time, It Is
completely obvious that as a result of further changes in
the conditlions under which combat actions are conducted,
particularly following the Introduction of new combat means, .
there will also be new branches of the theory of modern .
tactics and further development of existing branches. In
the near future, one should expect the appearance and
formation of such new branches of the theory of tactics as
radio-electronic combat to neutralize systems of control for
_troops and complex types of armament, and the combat use of
laser means, modelling of battle, etc.

is to find ways of ur high SS;

successful use of large units of the arms of troops In
accordance with thelr designation in the Initial operations
depends upon the correct solution of this problem.
Experience shows that as the means of armed conflict develop
and cause changes In our views on methods for the
preparation, development, and conduct of combat actlons,
requirements for the level of combat readiness of the arms
of troops will increase. :




Research on the nature of possible military conflicts
and methods of unleashing military actions has shown that,
in order to provide for permanent readiness of tactical
large units in peacetime and for thelr rapid transition to
readiness to conduct combat actions, It Is advisable to have
several states of combat readiness. This will make it
possible to bring large units and units to readiness for
carrying out their assigned combat tasks in accordance with
thelr designation, within the time limits determined by the
Minister of Defense of the USSR. However, considering the

perfidious Intentions of the aggressors, especlally the'
concept of “strategic Initlative”, we must, in solving the

|

problems of Improving the combat readiness of troops,. .
proceed from the most complicated and unfavorable conditions
under which troops may have to be brought Immediately to
full combat readiness. Elndinz wavs to reduce the time
peeded to bring large units to full combat readiness Is. X

tactics In this field at the present stage. The :
first-priority tasks here will be: further research on the
states of combat readiness and the bulk of measures taken
for each of them In large units and unlts of the arms of
troops and of speclal troops; the development and
introduction of more modern methods for notlfying," '
assembling, and moving out large units to the areas of their
combat assignment; determination of ways to increase the
survivabiiity of .large units and units under the conditions
of Initlated millitary actions; and introduction of new
methods for locating and protecting combat and special
equipment and mobile reserves, which would ensure their
preservation and use without complicated demothballing.

In determining the nature and methods of conducting
combat actlions, Soviet military art proceeds from the
premise that a_future war, If the Imperialists should
attempt to unleash one, will be. a : ]
social systems--the capl st and the sociallist. It will
b rictly cl » will have pronounced political
goals, and will be waged with the use of the latest means of
combat, all of which will exert a decisive influence on the
nature and methods of combat actlons. In a nuclear war,
groupings of troops will suffer considerable losses; control
organs and militarlly important objectives will be subjected
to powerful strikes; and great areas of destruction and

radloactlve contamination will be formed. Under such
conditlions, comblned-arms-largs units which have preserved
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or restored their combat effectiveness will begin, In
accordance with the concept of the contemplated operations,

to effect the rout of surviving enem roupings and selze
his territory. WIth This, the areachce of Fiss, berssis —
e nlis e caa not occupled hehls ¥

front, at ragld speeds and_to a great depth, and for the
rap accompl ishment of maneuver on the fleld of battle to
inks_and rear of the enemy and.

deTiver an attack on the flanks
Te

LETE.QQD:DHElﬁﬂr_nér; one arlses, It wlll be .
difficult, using only con means—-tu—1nfllct

sign can osses on hin a
tim Therefore, the basic method of
BUHTEVTHE“TFE"ESETEsof operations will be successive
destruction of enemy groupings ln the theatars Tombat
e

ace under conditions of a constant

(] e use of means Of mass aestrucflon, wRTCh makes

‘wm Grk out new methods oY oOr 'a"ﬁlzlng and
c ng a battle. R o _ -

v

_ The resoluteness of purpose of the warring sldes, the
concentration of the maln groupings of combined-arms large
. unlts along the axes, and Increased capabliities, for

maneuver by forces and means will Increase ;hg_n;nhahiJJJQL
that meeting Eag se, especlally with wide *?

neeting engagements will arl

use of nuclear weapons. In this respect, tactics regards
meeting engagements as an independent form of combat:
actions, In which the organizational problems of creation of
the grouping of forces and means are resolved by the two
sides as they approach each other; units go Into _comhat
dlirectly from the march, In thelr pre-combat formatlons, and
carry out thelr tasks By mounting aggresslve meetlng

. strikes.

Meeting engagements of motorized rifle and tank large
unlts under present conditions wll1l take the form of
declsive single combat with an equal, and In many cases

superior, enemy grouping., |t becomes particularly
1 I ¢ find ; I sudd
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The highly dynamic and declisive nature of Ing
engagements enables our large units to show thelr maneuver
éiﬁ?ﬁl%]}]?s more fully, In order to achleve timely -

e oftation of strikes by nuclear weapons, aviation, and

artillery. There Is no doubt that In meeting engagements.in
the future, along with wide use of such established methods

of actions as hol

part of our forces and

in frant with
he _flank apd

ar o tw our main forces, It w e poss e more
frontal att?fk to cut up the enemy’

grouping into units and accomplish its rout within a short

8YTteén to delliver a

emy groupin

Modern motorlzed rifle and tank large units are able,
by the rapld maneuvering of two or three regiments to
dellver attacks on the enemy's flank and rear, or by a
slashing attack, to achleve on the maln

LR_WWW .
shown by combat training experlence and computer

calculations, tank and motorized rifle divislons can succeed
In routing the main forces of an enemy division to the whole
depth of its combat formation (up to 30 kilometers), using )
either nuclear weapons or conventional means of destruction.

Therefore, It is quite obvious that it is advisable to .

specify single combat tasks for our divisions In meeting
engagements, l.e. an Immediate task and an axis of further
advance. Thus, the Immedlate task of a division may be to

~arn

‘over territory to a depth of 25 to 30 kilometers.

The rates at which the enemy Is routed In meeting
engagements will be highly unequal. Research shows that
before the dellvery of a strike on the main mass of enemy
tanks and infantry with nuclear strikes and fire from all
means, the rates of advance of attacking units on the main
axls and on the axls of attack agalinst the flank and rear
may reach 4§ to 6 kilometers per hour, increasing to 8 to 10
kilometers per hour upon achlevement of a rout. —_—

The high (but unequ#l) }ates'of approach of the two

As

P

sides In actions anticlipating meeting engagements, and the

increased capabilities for raplid changes of direction of

movement and concentration of main efforts, require a new
approach to choosing the movement of delivery of the

preemptive strike with nuclear weapons and with the maln

forces of a division. The delivery of preemptive fire

I NN

.rout the main forces of an opposing enemy divislon and take

-~

B

\

———

_—
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strikes on an advancing enemy grouping must be started with
aviation and missiles immediately upon detection of hls
columns. When the columns of the enemy's main forces begin
to deploy In combat formation, the main efforts of our
troops must be concentrated on destroying newly detected
means of nuclear attack and tank subunits. We must take
Into account that with the delivery of fire strikes against
an advancing enemy grouping, the knocking out of his main
means of destruction, the disruption of his main strike
grouping as an integral force, the destruction of his
control points, and the creation of centers of total
destruction along the routes of movement, there wlill be a
substantial increase Iin the possibllities for forestalling
the enemy in the deployment of his main forces and In their
Initiation of an attack.  This will create favorable
conditions for cutting up the opposing grouping Into unlts
and routing them individually within a short time.

If the slituation Is developing unfavorably for the
enemy, his large units may go over to the defensive on a
‘number of axes. The Soviet theory of tactics has always
allotted great attentlon to attacking an enemy on the _
defensive. As a result of numerous research projects and
experimental exerclises, a clear~-cut system of views on
methods of organizing and conducting an offensive has been
worked out. This system Is set forth In the most condensed
form in current regulations, guldes, and manuals. However,
the changes which have taken place in recent years in the
conditions and capabilities for routing an enemy on the
defensive require new solutions for a number of problems.

In recent years, the methods used by combined-arms
large units in transition to the offensive have been
developed further and have become more varied. According to
the nature of the organization of combat and the methods of
creating groupings of forces and means and of transition to
the offenslve, we may distinguish three methods: direct
from_the march with deployment from the march, in which the
organlizing of the offensive, the creation of the necessary
grouping of troops, and the fire strlike on the enemy all
take place during the period of moving out to the forward
edge of the battle aread; from the march with previous

., in which reconnalssance, the adoption of
decislions, assignments of tasks, organlzation of
cooperation, and the most vital measures for supporting

combat all take place bezg5g;;hg_xznnps_hgglg_sg_ggxs
| Page 10 ' -
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forward from the areas they have been occupying (assembly
areas, areas for concentration on alert status, and sites of
permament deployment), and the creation of the grouping of
troops, according to the concept of the battie, and the fire
strike on the enemy are done at the time large units are
moving forward toward the enemy defense; and from direct

~ contact with the enemy after the necessary regrouplng of
forces and means has been completed,

With these methods of transition to the offensive,
combined~arms large units can dellver: a slashing attack,
with development into the depth and expansion toward the
flanks; ap attack with maneuver for encirclement of the maln
grouping of defending troops in cooperation with the
adjacent division; an attack by _tank and motorized rifle
units from the front and b rborne landli forces .
(alr-assault uplts) from the rear; and finally, when there.
are gaps In the enemy's defensive formation, an_attack on
the flank and rear of his main-forces with a simultaneous
- exploltation of. success into the depth.

in an offensive against a defending enemy, as distinct
from a meeting engagement, It is possible to make a more
exact advance determination of tasks for large units and
units. In connection with the fact that when the enemy :
occupies defenses on a speciflc line, the front and depth of
the defense remaln of more or less constant dlmenslons for a
certain period of time, mm:jm_tp_nmn_mo_@_r_u;ﬂ
_ 3
, both under conditions of an offensive with
conventional means of destruction and with the use of
nuclear weapons, but wlth consideration for the combat
capabilities of these large unlts and the speclific
clrcumstances.

. On the basis of calculatlons of the combat capabllities
of combined-arms large units, It may be asserted that the
most optimal width for the offensive front of a division Is
a zone of up to 15 kllometers. In this zone, for example,
when an enemy mechanized or motorized Infantry division is
defending a front of up to 30 kilometers, a tank division of
ours (counting only the first echelon) can attaln a twofold
superlority in tanks and be equal to the enemy In infantry,
while a motorized rifle division of ours c¢an have an
approximately twofold superiority in infantry and be equal
to the the enemy in tanks. When the main efforts of a

¥
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division are concentrated on breaklng through enemy defense
in two sectors (with an average width of 6 to 7 kilometers),
our superiority In forces and means in those sectors wil}
become about twice as great. It follows from this that,a_

tank dlvision s :
MA,.M&JQW
¢cin

L0 . .ﬁarmmimm "d on to rout
i v sional reserves. Consequently, fﬁg 5%%%%% hrough of.
thg enemy defense to the depth of first-echelon brigades
wi1l comprise the Immedlate task of a motorlzed FIfTe™

divigTen; -WhTTe the Breakthrough 6F ‘the enemy défense to the
FuTT depth of the enemy” dTvisional combat’ Formetton WiTT be

the TF atankdv"“

BreaEthrouzh o; defgngg;f; jfg;n_ﬁj**hg_g?gm;,
ormation will comprise the imm
ISR, AT s tr3Ceoryd hot onl e"éa'f"lsm a <

capdbilities of a tank division but also with the principles
of their use In modern operations. A tank division, as a
rule, will be used on main axes, on WETEE‘THE‘?!!BE‘ces of
the senT8T-tommanding orticer will also be used to
neutralize the enemy, and thls will create the necessary
prerequisites for It to carry out deeper tasks.

When only conventlonal weapons are used In conductlng an
offensive, a division will effect a breakthrough of the .
defense in one sector, concentrating Its maln forces here at
the time of the breakthrough. Calculations show that it is
most advantageous to carry out a breakthrough on a front not
exceeding &4 kllggg:ers. In this case, a tank division whi¢h

as concentrated the maln forces of only its flrst echelon for
the breakthrough may achleve a fivefold to sixfold superiority
in tanks and a twofold superiority in infantry, while a :
motorized rifle division may achleve respectively, a threefold
to fourfold superiority. According to the experience of
World War 11, such superlority assured a successful
breakthrough of the defense. Regarding the density of
artillery, It has recently been concluded, on the basis of
theoretical calculations, experimental, training exercises, and
the application of new methods of solving fire tasks, that 80
to 100 or more guns and mortars are needed for each kilometer
of the breakthrough sector. However, these questions

‘Pagé'12
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require further research and testlng in the course of

experimental exerclses.

The speeds at which a defendlng enemy is routed depend
on the degree of his destruction by nuclear weapons or
conventional means, the method of attack of tanks and
|nﬁeptry, the level of preparatlon of our troops, and the

extent to which the defenders res

Ist.

-Experlence shows that

in bréaking- through positions and defended areas along axes
on which the enemy has. been heavily neutrallzed, the rate of
advance may reach 6 to 8 kllometers per hour when infantry
ih combat vehlcles attack jointly with tanks and may reach 8
lto 12 kllometers per hour In areas between poslitions,
However, If the situation is such that the infantry is
attacking on foot, the overall rate of advance may be cut in

Lhalf.

The methods of organizlng an attack on a defending

enemy depend on the specific conditions.

The method of

transition to the attack will exert a considerable
influence. At the present time, there has been a
sufficiently thorough working out of the methods of work of
commanders and staffs in organizing an attack "from the
march with planned preparation” and from a position of

direct contact with the enemy. As |

regards the organizing of
.an attack from the march, the creation of a grouping of
forces and means In acgcordance with the concept of :

operations, and the methods for mounting fire strikes

d
the

lng out .
most important tasks of theor

against the enemy and transition to the attack, & t .h._0..r._ougl;
wt of these auestions Is one of

After the breakthrough of the enemy defense, tank and
motorized rifle large units will develop the attack swiftly.
The rates of advance of motorized rifle large units may
reach 30 to 40 kilometers in 24 hours when the defenses have
been broken through, and 50 to 60 kilometers when the: attack
is developed in depth and when: the circumstances are
favorable; the corresponding figures for tank large units.
are bO to 50 kllometers ‘and 60 to 80 kilometers In 24 hours.

As the results of current research show, an offenslve
in operational depth of the enemy formation will begin to

develop along the axes and over wide zones.

Combat actlons

under these conditlons will be characterized by irregularity
qi troop advance and by the conduct of wide maneuvering o
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forces and means, and they will grow Into a resolute pursult
of the retreating enemy In _order to quickly complete his
rout. A unlty of views has been attained In the fleld of
tactics regarding methods for destroyling rnuclear strike
means, forcing rivers, pursuing, destroying control points,
and negotiating zones of destruction and radioactive
contamination. It has been demonstrated theoretically and
confirmed with troop combat training that such tasks as
destruction and capture of enemy nuclear strike means,
forcing of water obstacles, destruction of large control
points, and seizing Important areas can be carried out by
combined-arms large units without reducing the rates of

advance; a retreatin may be pursued at a rate of 12 Jk
to 15 kilometers per_Fng. ) . _

It follows from the nature of modern operations "that In
achieving thelr goals, combined-arms large unlts will have
to conduct combat actlons In areas In which strategic
nuclear means are being used, especially under conditions of
the wide use of means of mass destructlon. The specific
nature of the situation In these areas (great devastatlon,
zones In which. there are flooding and high levels of
radloactive contamination, deployment of troops only In the

most Important sectors) will require that modern tactics
ng a

find sultable operations methods for large units and a
rocedure for thelr cooperation with rocket troops, aircraft
EEE alrborne unlts. . R '

Another very urgent problem is the comprehensive
development of methods fur large units and unlits to
negotiate flooded areas, straits, and bays. The
capabllities of combined-arms large units (especially tank
large units) for carrying out such tasks have increased
substantially during recent. years, and using them skilfully
will make it possible to carry combat operations Into areas
set off by water barriers without diminishing the rapid
development of an offensive. o

3 EETVInE -
em, It Is of first-prio ce to determine

ways of preempting an enemy nuclear strike and of timely
maneuvering o; our units and subunits 1A Order to get them

out from under an enemy nuclear strike. Thils can be
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achleved by correct organlzatlon of reconnalssance,
d structlon of enem‘ l

: :‘é results
of the nuclear strikes, and finally contlnuous

implementation of purposeful measures for protectlon of the
\ troops.

Practlical resolutlon of the problem of transition from

non-nuclear to nuclear actions involves a review of the
methods being used In organizing combat with only

;xg conventional strike means. As already Indicated, It has
beg?me necegsarz to _change the procedure for assligning tasks
to large units.

As far as tactical content Is concerned, Jt
Is advisable to assign. the sam

Iin an offen - Ut conven
concentration of superior
MAA- LA L-LiT: SR L IEY 0 4 T U TN

X Mot

oN 3 trike mea h ¢
orces on the maln axls mu be

qivectly attacrRIng UnTts and
be done only at the time of the HTLS “, B 11l 1 -{oqo )3 is gt

’ A uch a way as .to
provide Tor Intensification of the efforts of the attacking

troops the required time and, with the transltlon to
nucTear acttons, for delTvéFing attacks on new axes.
Essentially new In the work of commanders is the task of
determining the possible methods of transition to nuclear

operations and the practical measures to be taken for its
isupport.

Stemming from the nequlrements of operaflonal art, a
M&jﬂmﬁ_ﬁmm_;mm has also been
developed.

The essence of defense as a form of combat operations

Is shown In its goals and the methods of achieving them.
Since it Is | I

' S baslc goal presupposes
EFE'FTHZ‘defenses capable of repulslng an offensive by
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superior enemy forces;.Infilctlnt.slgnlflcant losses on
them, and holding Important areas which have been occupled.

The nature of defense Is influenced by many factors,
among which the capabilitlies and operating methods of the
attacking enemy are of decisive Importance. It Is obvious
that the enemy will strive to attain his goals through
aggressive actions, making use of nuclear and conventional
weapons, alirborne landings, and alrmoblle forces.
Accordingly, on those axes on which he succeeds. in creating .
a significant superiority of forces and In assuming the

offensive or mounting counterstrikes, same.Qf our large
g afens | T

- X g oNn.

rrTBRE Tmay accordingly take place not only on secondary
axes but also on maln axes, and may occur elther at the
beginning of a war or during it. In addition, they must be
coordinated and able to resist an enemy offenslive regardless
of whether nuclear weapons or only conventional means of
destruction are employed., L ,

In examining the structure of a modern defense, we must
keep in mind that In many of the armies of our probable
enemies self-propelled artillery has become the most massive
means of UETTETaCLIcal nuclear weapons, a means capable of
inflicting substantial lossés WItHTA™3" short time. For this
reason it Is advlss? :
defending d1l
rerorfe Y appears hece crease t! th of a

3 ctures In such a way that two adjacent platoon
strongpoints cannot be simultaneously destroyed by a single
nuclear warhead with a very low vleld. By the same
consideration, we must expect an Increase in the role and

significance of the security zone and the forward position.

As regards the width of the f ;
zone, ca ations conflirm the advisability of retaining the

¥XTsting norms, l.e., for large units defending on a main
axls, the front may be up to 30 kilometers wide. In this
case, allowing for the factors which determine the antitank
effectiveness of the various means, a system of antltank
fire can be created which will make it possible to repulse
an enemy attack with an average density of up to 15 tanks‘dg
or, on main axes, up to 30 tanks per kllometer of front.
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A critical new factor for troop operations Is
represented by adverse chemical and radiation condltions,
wide zones of devastation and areas of contamination, fires,
and obstructions. Under these conditions, especlially In
areas of strikes by strategic nuclear means, a division
defense zone may be considerably larger, whlle the defense
itself assumes the sharply deflned characterlstlcs of
Individual centers. o

susssssIu1_dsInnsg_n“xhgu1_9nn;1nn9ui_ann_azxrsaslxs_sgmhgs

’ name!y to repulse ralds by alrcraft and
pllotless means and combat with enemy alrborne landings and"
alrmobile forces. This Increases the role of coordinated
actions by all means In strlking both ground and air
targets, and In many Instances it also appears advlsable to
create a special antl ~landing reserve.

Ihgmmgan_umuuuxuuLJuuuLsuLJms_shsnzx.gtnxasxlsa_ungsg
modern conditions is to find ways of further | ng_th
abllity of defepse, flrst of 1 of b
. Great Importance iIs ascribed to the
skil1ful use of helicopters armed with antltank means and of
units and subunits of tank-destroyers, antitank gulded
mlssiles, and flame~-thrower and Incendlary means.

The entry of comblned-arms large units into combat will
be preceded by moves, Including some over long dlistances.
An analysis of the capabllltles of the combat and special
equipment now in use shows that, under good road conditions
motorized rifle and tank large units can advance over great

4

distances by their own means at an average rate of about 250 .

to 300 kilometers a day, without any apprecliable loss of
thelir combat effectiveness for conducting offensive
operations. With the Introduction Into combined-arms large
units of new forms of combat and special equipment, the rate
of moves will Increase by at least 50 to 100 kilometers a
day. For short marches, the distance covered In a day may
be even greater. _

in the Iinterests of f xpl i

ful) exploitation of the :
. caggblli;lgs of large ugi§§ to advance to_thelr assigned
omb3 me_and _to assy ‘that the are organize
upon enterln% |nto combat, the theory of tactics Is called
upon to resolve a serles of pressing problems. -
Page ‘17 |
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Specifically, It Is necessary to conduct comprehenslve
research on methods of malntaining high combat readiness
among combined-arms large units advancing by the combined
method to enable them to make an organlzed entry Into combat
in case the railroads and rallroad statlons should be
destroyed, partlcularlv 1f the enemy dellvers nuclear
strikes and sets up nuclear barriers. For meaningful
theoretlical development and practlical testing, we must
establish working methods for commanders and staffs under
the conditions being discussed here, as well as criteria for
evaluating the combat effectiveness of personnel and of all
types of combat and special equipment. In connection with
the projected development mentloned in transport alrcraft,
there is also great Interest in working out methods for
alrdropping combined-arms large unlits,

i1f, In long-dlstance moves,_large units set up thelir
march formations In thelr rear with due conslideration for
facilitating the completion of the march and the achievement
of high rates of speed, for the maximum protection of
forces, and for the maintenance of constant readiness to
repulse enemy alr strikes and alrborne landings, then the
grouplng of forces and means, upon proceeding to Its
assligned combat area, will already be ‘set up In accord with
the plan for. the impending operation. Moreover, as
indicated by combat training experience, especially by the
results of the largest exercises of recent years, even
though our present theoretical concepts do make baslic
provision for the organized deployment of large units and
their entry Into combat,. many problems still requlre new
~solutions. .

Above all, It has bacome apparent that we must reduce
he time required to deploy large units for entry Into
EEEEEE The most Important ways of solving this probiem are
a sharp increase In the average rates of speed of subunlts
(lncludlng ml?ed columns) and a_ i

X: | Detwes pElo to
i 1o eploying large unlts lnto*
~“EOMBET iormatlon can be reduced by a factor of almost two.

Annxhnz;xgzx_u:sanJuxﬁLem | hat of increasing the
cates of speed at which subunits and upits move directly to

;ha_£1s1ﬂ_9£_hn:x1:_sn_1has_:hzx_san_sazzx_guz_an
envelopment or an outflanking maneuver, or move from one
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i to Int efforts there or

axis to apother in order to Intensify the e

to advan jnto a n . Slince combined-arms large unlts
today rely on a large amount of combat and speclal
equipment, the correct resolution of the problems of

technical, materiel,” and other types of support has become
exceedlngly important.

The intenslve development of combat and speclal
equipment and the large-scale equipping of troops with It,
and the consequent increase In the mobility, dynamlsm, and
diversity of combat operations, have a substantial effect on
the Tethods and procedures of controlling troops at tactical
levels.

At present the preparation and,organlzatlon of combat
are carried out in as short a time as possible, and under
rapidly and abruptly changing condltions. Under such
circumstances troop control Is characterized by exceptional
efficiency In all control processes, by the implementation
of control over units and large units throughout a large
area, by a maximum display of Initiative by all commanders
within the framework of the plan of the senlor commander and
of the mission to be fulfilled, and by the necesslity for a
sclentific.prediction of the course combat actions will
take. Flirmness, continuity, and flexiblility have acquired
even greater Importance.in troop control in modern combat.

The complexity of combat conditions substantially
increases the role of personal leadership of troops by
commanders and requires that they have exceptional .
initiative, comprehensive professional knowledge, and the
abillty to analyze a situation thoroughly, to correctly

‘determine how to achlieve victory, and to make sound
decisions. Commanders must react:-to all changes In a
‘sltuation as rapidly as possible, within seconds or minutes.
Calculations and tralning exercises Indicate that during
combat operations, 30 to 40 minutes are requlired by large
units for the receipt of situation data, the formulation of
a declsion based on the data, and the assignment of tasks:;
while 15 to 20 minutes are required by units. Thus, the
theory of tactics Is faced with the very Important task of
working out requirements for structural plans of control,
for providing the necessary means for these plans, and for
determining, on the basis of these two factors, new
operating methods to be used by commanders and staffs In
troop control. And lt has now become very lmportant to
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eliminate, as quickly as possible, the lag In control means,
and In the control methods based on these means, that exists
In comparlson with the growing combat capabllltles of unlts

and large units. ’

it Is obvious that the-conformlty of control me thods
with troop capabilities can Increase substantially with the
introduction of radlo sets which operate rellably under
jamming condltlions and which automatically provide secure
conversations; with the development and assimilation of a
system for collecting and processing Information according
_to its prospective use and importance; with the development
of more efficlent forms for combat documents; and with the
adoption of new reconnalissance means and navigation .
equipment. Furthermore, the projected means must, to the
greatest extent possible, free commanders and staff officers
from "information work" and allow them more time for
slituation analysis, the making of sound decislons, and
leadership of their troops In battle.
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