INQUIRY REPORTS
COBTEXS STRATED

Truce Unit Says 2 Downed| !

Craft Were Off Course

Spectal ta The New Yerk Times
HUE, Scuth Vietnam, April
12 o 'I'I’ge two truce-supervis-
fon helicopters that  were

.downed by the Vietconz near

thie Lans border last week had
strayed more than 15 miles
from their prearranged course,
a team cof invectigators wlho

returned from the crash site|.

Toported tnday. The investiga-
tors represented the Interna-
tional Commission of Control
and Supervision.

According to Col, Dedy Kar-
sono of Indoncsia, who head-
ed the investigative team, the
remains of the two helicopters
were almost exactly where the
Vietcong had said they were.

The Vietcorg's Provisional

- Revolutionary Government has

said that, the two helicopters—
one of which was hit by a
Strellz  surface-to-air  missile,
killing al] ninc persons ahoard
- were downed by accidént

i ffollower the old one, United

because they had deviated from*
their prescribed course, The -

. second_helicpter, hit by small- !

arms fire, was zble to Jand .
without fatalities. .

The findings of the investi- «
gation team, which have not !

yet been made public, conflict @
sharply with the account re- !

- portedly given to United States .

officials in Saivzon bv the two- .
surviving SAmorican pilots of the §
second heiicopter. s
New Roud Is Key Factor
The surviving pilcts, who '
like the pilots Llled oa the first ¢
helicopter viorked for the char- !
ter airline Air America, are .
said to have insisted that they:.
were preiscly on course over!
Route 9 just west of the formeri
United Stutes Morine base at
Khe Sanh when they were hit’
by Communist ground fire Sat.
day, They safely crash-landed:
their helicopter on Route 9, the
pilots huve repertedly said,
Howerer, acconding to the in-
vestigators who wat to the
two crash s'tes by ocar, the
helicepters acturily came dawn
rear a4 new road Lefap built
by the Convaunists that leads!
woutheiast of Route 0, I thel
view of the investgartors, this!
newe road, which e Compind
vall Rovte B oand wiveh is e
waried onopems, apnarenily
confused the pilots and a Vil
congz officer abroard the first'
helicopter wivy was acling as|
‘viide, '
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The two surviving pilots said
‘that they had been specifical
Jy wamzod about ¢ e new road,
.and that they had carefully

*States officials reported.

4 Coloncl Karsono, who is also
thead of the Indonesian delega-
Jtion in Huc, said tonight after
shis return that he had “no
«doubt” in his mind that the two
tsites shown to the investigative
steam were the actual ones
‘where the helicopters had come
.dovn, Tka sites were ahout two
smiles apart, he said. The heli-
icopter Lit by the missile, ®o
reported, had left only a
:scorched patch of jungle. The
iother helicopter, he said, was
-intact on the new road but un-
+able 1o fly.

The investigative tcam gave

local Victcong officials a writ-
.ten stalement confinming that
.the helicopters were far off
,their prearranged course when
+ they were hit, according to offi-
«cers ¢f the control commission
‘here, -
1 The pilots and the five sur-
, viving control commission offi-
ycers in the second helicopter
, also reportedly signed state-
« ments admitting they had been
* off course. But they are said to
* have signed only because of
!fear, after being held in the
. jungle overnight, that they
- would not be rcleased unless
they signed.

Shooting Rtmains a Puzzle

The helicopters were headed
for Lao Buo, a former French
customs post on Route 9 at
the laos border, which the
Communists are using as one
of their designated points of
entry for var matoricls under
the Poris truce pgreement.,

According to the investiga-
tors, the pilots must have flown
unknowingly for 10 minutes in
the wrong direction after com-
ing to the new road, heading
southeasi over heavily jungled
mountains.

Whichever account is cor-
ract, there is still.no explana-
tion of wihy the Communisis
shot down the helicopters, which
were clearly marked with the
large white jeiters 1C.CS. and

aseent Lreen strips. Ac-

woen them for seved
el ‘ cven aiter ey
Japded and takon cover in a;
ditch. ;
The Vietvonz stated that the
Reticopiers ok siraved into an,
Alea wher !
forces
recennnisg
activities.
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