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- IDORN WHO. GAVE ME A LETTER OF TODAY'S DATE SIGNED

2. 1 THANKED THE CAPTAINS FOR THEIR NOTIFICATION. I
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SUBJEFC - FAR: EAST PILOTS ASSOCIATION STRIKES AIR

l. AT osw THIS noaqu FAR EAST Pn.ors ASSUUFGPINFORMED AIR AMERICA Ty
T ITS WEMBERS WOULD GO ON

STRIKE MIDNIGHT. JANUARY 23-24 LOCAL TIME. COMPANY

SO INFORMED ME THIS MORNING AND AT 1230 LOCAL, WITH

‘CHIEF AJR SUPPORT BRANCHK.OF USAID, ‘1 MET WITH CAPTAIN

RICHARD STEWART . FROM VIENTIANE MD 'CAFT AIN FOOT FROM

BY E.P. SCHNEIDER, PRESIDENT ;, FEPA, INFORMING ME.

THAT DUE TO-DEADLOCK oN TwO ISSUES UNDER NEGOTIATION
WITH THE COMPANY THE FEPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS BEL IEVES
"INDUSTRIAL ACTIQN MAY SOON BE IN ORDER AND NECESSARY
TO GET THE NEGOTIAT.IONS UNDERWAY AGAIN." " LETTER CON-
TINUES "AS A POSSIBILITY NOW EXIST'S THAT ALL CUSTOMERS
COWLD BE DIRECILY-AFFECTED BY SUCH ACTION, I WOUL LIKE
TO MAKE IT .CLEAR THAT THOSE FLIGHTS OF AN EMERGENCY
MATURE -INVOLVING HUMAN LIFE WILL BE FLOWN." CAPTAIN
STEWART SAID THAT STRIKE WAS BEING CALLED AS OF MIDNIGHT
TQMORROW NIGHT.
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‘ EXPRESSE THE PERSONAL HOPE THAT MAITERS COULD BE
- SATISFACTORILY ARRANGED WITH COMPANY AND SAID THAT I

"~ COULD NOT REPEAT NOT TAKE SIDES IN THIS ISSUE. I ADDED

“+HOWEVER THAT IN VIEW OF THE LOCAL MILITARY SITUATION
. THESE WERE DIFFICULT TIMES AND MY JT WAS TO SEE TO IT

THAT ASSISTANCE TO HE RLG CONTINUED.,  CONVERSATION WAS
FRIENDLY AND CAPTAINS PROMISED TO KEEP ME INFORMED OF
DEVEL OPMENT 8.

3. WE WILL NOT OF COURSE KNOW PRECISELY FOR

- THE NEXT- TWENTY-FOUR HOURS HOW MANY OF THE FLYING

PERSONNEL WILL FOLLOW THE STRIKE ORDER. TLHERE. ARE

- HOWEN-ER-~CERT-ALN-3ND-LCAT IONS THAT THE MAJORILY QF FLYLNG

- PER SONNEL® WILL, NOT REPEAT NOT FOLLOW THE SIRIKE ORDER.
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Ay THE SI'RIKE OF COURSE COULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE WORSE

TIMED BUT I BELIEVE WE CAN WEATHER THE STORM, - I HAVE
EEEN KEEPING SISOUK INFORMED OF THE SITUATI1ON. AS OF THE

. MOMENT ,MY PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE IS NOT ONMLY TO KEEP
. ESSENT IAL MATERIAL FLOWING TO THE TROOPS BUT ALSO
- AVOID ANY THREAT OF VIOLENCE., I AM RELATIVELY CONFIDENT

THAT BOTH OF THESE OBJECTIVES CAN BE ACHIEVED.
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