- v

4

State Dept. review completed|

. N i T ; “",'

' CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
23 October 1973

. l\
‘e

4
K]

. INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM | .» .. - lw.Sdcu_t-a— !

MIDDLE EAST :

.o . Situation Report Number 73 °
i ) (As of 2230 EDT),
* THE MILITARY SITUATION =~ .. 5 = .

. . GENERAL R
. ~' ' 1, Heavy fighting continues. alon

the. southeri.

. sector. of the - :1an front as the Israelis con- Co
“tinue to push south along the west bank of the canal.,'

. Their push toward Suez apparently ‘has Dvpgassed the
- 1t resistance is fierce and the status of the

'lgmtlng is unclear. Meanwhile, Damascus has fi=- 'b’;:

nally announced its acCeptance Of Gthe cease-rire
fesolution, after Tight ground activity on the
Syrian -oday, nava att under way -
o%E:EE §yr1an coast durin g the night, however. .

" EGYPTIAN FRONT L

2. Fighting continued along the southern’

sector of the Suez front during the night, but few
Jeesils are available. |
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headland," south of Suez. Earlier, an Israell
armored column had been reported heading for the
town of Adabiya, possibly to cut off an Egyptian
retreat, : -

3, If Suez were to fall, the Egyptian forces

from the;r supply lines and the Israelis would

be 1n a positicn to oc eir return from the

- east hank, Israeli military analyst General Herzog °

today claimed that this stranded Bgyptian force had =

caused cease~fire violations by disobeying oxders:.

and "enoeavoxing to break out in desperatlon
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5. Israell aircraft were active during the -,
night in thé
‘and aiyr |
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- . THE SYRIAN FRONT - .

Syria g
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Hermon areca.

strikes durin

amnascus and neay Mount lermon.

sirikes wexre agains yrian artl

which were firing on .Israeli’ forces.| :25x1~?1
. b3

ery positionsg ' 5':'jﬁff

o - 7. A heavy naval battle .reportedly was under ., -~
. . way off the coast of sSyria early this morning, ac= "' ‘°
.7 .  cording to press reports. The Israclis were ghell— ' ‘.
© ' ' Bapj against stxong - ;.. .i¥
Damascus claimed one Israeli e A

cal resistance.

_vassel sunk.|
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UNITED HATIONS |

- . 10. The UM Security Council tonight passe "911533
. . Joint US~-USSR resolution Oi ceasc-tire by a vote ¥V n?
- : »3- . : . T - - ‘
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- o©0f 14-0, China M I)otm lg will be forth*' '
+. coming in the next CIA Situation Report.

11. SCCLetary-General Waldheim told the Security C
Council that three 1 server teamg had heg

'P;f%?_E2_EE2_22IIhQxn‘_senLnaL_JuthnuLhaxn_snchn:a_.' :
oF The west bank of the Suez Caval and that othegr ob= . '
' g%£X%L%Jﬂ2LULJﬂ2uLlmhsaaﬁ-ao_sha—eaak-baak.. The time -, . ..
: thelr arrival on the!scene is not known. } o
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12, A Poreign Ministry spokesman, reacting to CoeT
-Moscow's strongly worded criticism of Israel for cease- . . .‘' - .
fire violations, sald tonight that the USSR would bet- L
" ter serve thé cause of peace by using its influence. -~ - . .7
to get Syria to accept the cease~fire and Egypt to
honoxr it, The Soviets had put all the blamne on Tel .. | 5
Aviv for the cease~fire violations and had warned Is~ -~ . . '.7°%
rael of "the gravest consequences" unless its tzoops e e
st0p f;ghtlng. o v PRI

. EGYPTIAN COMMENT ON MEIR ADDRESS | S R

13, Calxo, meanwhile, charged that Israell Cots
Prime Minister Meir's address.carlier today . was a [ ' . oS-
_ _ clear indiecation that Israeli forces intentionally e

. o violated the UN cease~fire resolution on orders from: ‘- . i

. Tel Aviv., The Egyptian statement said that the US, T
" as co-sponsor of the Security Council resolution, ' "*.0 . 7
. bears specxal responsibility for implemcnting the )

cease~-fire. It also claimed that Mrs. -Meir's refer-:
cences to US support proved "for the world that US

military resupply was the main cause of Israel's ™i: LA
~¢ontinuous aggresa;on." : LI N
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