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- CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY c V
23 October 1973

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

MIDDLE EAST

Situatioan Report Numbe - 71
S of 1130 -ET)

TIlE MILITARY SITUATION

1. Fighting continued on -he Egyptian front; today,
but. apparenly is limited.to tl e southern sector. Ac-
cording to the US Embassy in 'r 1 Aviv, Israeli forces, in
th'e southc.rn sector from Ismai lia to the city of Suez
have becn ordered to continuc fighting , b7ut Tel Aviv
consi.dcrs the cease-fire to b - in effect along the rest
of the Sue: fr*ont. The, heavi-st fighting ai)ears to -
be near Sucz as- Israeli force, attemrpt: to reach the Gulf
of Suez and i solate -Egyptian -forces on the east bank.
Extensive Israeli air activity has been observed this
mrnling, virtually ,all of it s-outh of Isinailia.

2. Action on the Syrian front is limited to the'
Mount Hzerrmon area, where Israeli forces seized the ridge-
lind yesterday. Israeli fighter-bombers continue active
over the battlofielid.

GYPT .1'.N_!FRONT.

3.. Israel..i and Eg-yptian forces in the southern
'front zrom Ismailia to the city of Suez continue to bat-
tie on both banks of the canal. Tel Aviv spokesmen have
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- stated the cease-fire is connidered to be in cffoct
along the rest of the Suez -front. Tel Aviv and Cairo
continue to oxchange charges on the responsibility
for breaking the ceasc--fire.

4. Large nutbers of, Isracli aircraft were noted
attacking Egyptian targets along both banks of the canal
south of Ismailia. Groups of 30 to 40 Israeli aircraft
have been observed over the battle area. Egyptian re
sponse to Israeli air attacks, continues to be limited
to SAM and antiaircraft fire. ; No Israeli air strikes
have been detected from Ismaii i.a to PorL Said. An
Egyptian observar reported bombers over Port Said this
aftrnoon, but Egyptian air defense controllers re-
flected no Israeli aircraft -in the area.

5. Israeli. attacks toward Suez were designed to
cut off Egyptian forces on the east bank, an Israeli
Spokesman said yesterday. Three of the six Egyptian
bridges a.cross .the -canal in the Sou rn sector were
seized by Israli forces, according to the spokesman.
Tel Aviv estimates thaL some 200 LgyptJan tanks as well
a. inf.niry units south of Ismailia would thus be trapped
o"1 the east bank. Details an. the battle near Suez are
sparse; Israeli- pilots have been told there are no SAMS
+in Lhe area.

6. The Egyptian naval base at Suez reported at
noon, 'local. time that Israeli aircraft were attacking

25X1 the base

SYRIAN FRONT

7. ei ghting continucs in the Mount Hermnon area of
-the Syrian' front. Tel Aviv clains to havc recovered

- positions lost at the beginning of the hostilities,
but press reports indicate there is heav fig hting under
w at the tof the mountain 25X1
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Press reports carry

an Isracl2 clai.m ot' 10 Syrian- aircrait downed in an air
engagement, 'but there are no further details.

8. Dam~ascus claims to have downed 11 of 60 Is-
racl!i aircrafrt sent to. bomb civilian targets north of
Damascus today.. The. intended target may have been a
supplydpc o t :north of the city whre newly delivered
equi.pment could' be 1ocaterd. At least two Israeli air-
craft were noted southwest oZ Damascus early this after-
noon, indicating the Israelis- are continuing their deep
penetration of Syrian air space.

25X1

.SOVIET AIRLIFT

10. Soviet flight activity to the Middle East ap- . 25X1
pears to ha.ve slowed down consicderably this morning.

11. Only 55 Soviet trans orL aircraft flew to
the Middle East the lowest level since 25X1

SOVIET SEALIFT (see annex)

ISRAELI AIR FORCE LOSSES

1.2. The chief of the Israeli air force yesterday
described the shortage of aii:crews -as his most critical
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. problem. He statod that only 70 crews were available
to fly F-4 Phantoms . He also provided a detailed ac-
counting of Israeli losses, which totaled some 104
aircraf t: - 32'F-4 Phantoms, : 53 A-4 Skyhawks , 11 Mirages
6 Super Mysteres, and two helicopters. These losses
represent over ono-fourth of the prewar Israeli inven-
tory of about 390 fighters arid fighter-bombers. US
Lestim'ates had .placed Israeli losses at about 135 air-
craft. The air force chief claimed that 254 Egyptian
and 205 Syrian- aircraft had been destroyed since the
start of the war.- The US estilate of Arab losses totals
about 400 aircraft.

13. Tie also claimed that the Israeli air force had
flown somte l11,000 strike and intercept sorties thus farr2X
-or about 700 sorties a d25X1

E-GYPTIAN ATTITUDES TOWARD THE CEASE-FIRE -

as in 25X1-

formed th - _nret s Section in Cairo that Egyptian-
troops at all levels have bitLLerly protested President
Sadat 's decision to conclude' a- cease-f~irw 25X1raeli. .__
reports Lw -wuntin m.nutes of the time that the cease-
fire. went into' offect the entire town erupted with fir-
ing from virtually every direction. He says he witnessed
mutiny within the .gyptian army for about 45 minutes.
Pimless -firing: was halted only' after a threat by the
Egypti.an area. conmander to -mrtar any Egyptian troops
who continued to-fire..

25X1 15. reported today that
tile maio . .- s apear critical of the cease- -
fire agr-eemnlt.t. This includes most senior government
and array figures.. Most bolieve that Egypt will lose
tactical military advantages from the cease-fire, and
almost. no oe believes that Lhe US, the USSR, or anyono
else can bring Israel to give up the occupied territories.
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UNITED .AT.UONS -

18. Tho secur.ty Council is scheduled to meet at
noon. Egypt which requosted the session. is expected
to charge Israel with- violations of the day-old cease-
fire.

.9 . The . debate . i.s likely' to be come another ex-
change of in ective, each ti.de accusing the other of
first breaking the truco, Syr'.ia--which has still not
accepted M4oinday's cease-fire rescsolution--and other Arab
states may broaden their criticism to the cease-fire
provisicns t slves. Arab states may demand that the
US and the USSR accept their -responsibilities as spon- -
sors of the resiolution and halt Israel's alleged viola-
t.ions -

20. UN diplonats have m-Banwhile boun exploring
means of policing the .fragile cease-fire. Although

25X1

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2009/12/04: NLN-H-92-2-6-3



No Objection to Declassification in Part 2009/12/04: NLN-H-92-2-6-3 -

25X1

there is growing Support f or the .use of American and
Soviet truce supervisors, Chiha opposes this innova-
tion. Peking, which has veto; powers, did not partici-
pate in Monday' s voto and has criticizr.;d the rcsolution
as evidenrce of superpower collusion to perpetuate the
no-war n o-peace , si.tuation.

21. UN Truce observers in the Middle East have.
-been instricted- to take no initiative in the current
cease-fire situation. On the: Golan front--where more
than half the stations romain in place--observer teams
have continued to operate on their 1967 mandate.- UN
obscrvers on the Suez front were withdrawn to Cairo
at Egyptian 'request during the first dlays of t ha war.
These teams are under the authority of the Security
Council and their use could become a subject of today's
dis cuss ions .

22. IHaving already reje ted the cease-fire resolu--
tion yesterday, a spokesman for the Palestine Libera-
ti~on Organizastion said today that the fedayeen will not

- take part wi any peace rigotiations , even if invited
to do so.

-25X1
SAUuL APABIAB

. . 'm.eduarmr s deia.yeries to .szrael reinforce Sauid
suspi"cions -and add to Saudi fears that the rested and re-
equippe I:sraeli forces will resumc th1e fighLing after
a brief cease-fire period. US Elmbassy coILacts with
high-lovel Saudi of fi'cials iridicate that although the
Saudi Arabian government wishes to minimize the damage
that the presein ; crisis may do to US-Saudi. relations, it
may feel. compelled to jncrcase pressure on the US. if the
cease-firo resolutiton fails to eLfect an Israeli with-
drawal fromt at least some Arab, lands or if renewed fight-
ing results in serious military setbacks for the Arab
forces.
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KUWAIT

24.. Kuwait announced thi.; morning that it still -
does not accept Secur.ity Council Resolution 242; nothing
in the new cease-fire resolution necessitates a change -
in Kuwaiti policy. Kuwait wiil not object to ;ister
states who take different stands in light of their own

- interests. -

25. oil exports to the Netherlands , which have
amouanted to about 11. percent of -Kuwail's production,
have been stopped. because of thc Notherland's "hostile"
stand toward Arab' rights. .

SUDAN

26. The "official Sudanece news agency today notes
that Sudan's permanent represorntative to the UN has
"agreed" to the cease-fire resolution. Local reaction -

. in Khartoum appears largely onci of relief at tho pos-
sibiliLy that the .fighting may com to an end before
Sudan becoities totally embroiled in the Middle East -
problem. Sudanese airborne, infantry, and armored units--

- probably the equival.ent of no more than a brigade--re-
- portedly are stationed in Egypt,, but are no't known to

have become involved in the- fighting.

IRAN

27. Although Iran has provided only tokten support
to the Arab cause since the beginning of hostilities;
the- Shah is not about to lot them forget the extent o~f
it. He. and the Iranian elite privately prefer an Is-
raeli victory, hut for political reasons have publicly
associated .Iran with the Muslim cause. As long ao things
are going well for. the Arabs--or at least not badly--the
Shah will want to continue to lay the groundwork for a
satisfactory :post-war relationship.

25X1
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ETHIOPIA

20.. Empcror Haile Selassie announced today that .
Ethiopia had decided to severu reclations with Israel
"until Israel withdraws from the occupied Lerritories."
This brings to nirne the number of African states that
have broke3n relations with Israel since the war began.

thiopia had been under Arab pressuro for a change in
relations for soume, time,' and th: pressures becama more

- - :tntense .af ter the outbreak of new hostilities . The
- Emperor probabl y was reluctant to appear indifferent to

these demands because of the po.sible repercussions
. on Ethiopia's continuing confrontation with Somalia

over the disputed Ogadon territory. Ethiopian offiias
reportedly had come to feel' that~ Somalia's support for
the Arabs, however .-limited, probably ensured Arab support
for Somalia in the event of armed conflicL between Ethiopia
and aomalia. In addition, Haile' Selassie was reluctant to
remain isolated from the growing, Arrican consensus favor-
ing a break witch Israel.-
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Horan
Hormat s
Jorden
Kennedy
Knubel
Ratliff
Saunders
Solomon
Sonnenfeldt
Stearman
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