25X1

W

THE MILITARY SITUALION

| | !
No Objection to Declassification in Part 2009/12/04 : NLN-H-92-2-6-3

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
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INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

1

MIDDLE EAS'Y

situation Report Nunbef
" (as of 1130 EDT)

GENBERAL®

i.A_Fightihg continued oi fthe Egyptian front today. -
but apparently is limited.to tlie southern sactor. Ac—

~eording Lo the US Embassy in TgLl Aviv, Israeli forces in

the southern sector from Ismaiflia to the cicy of Suez
have bceen ordered to cantinue{fighiing, but Tel aviv
considers the cease~fire to b in effect along the rest
of the Suez front. The heavipst fighting appears to

‘be near Suez as- Israeli [orcek actempt to reach the Gulf
of Suez and isolate Egyptian forces on the east bank.

Extensive Isracli air activity has been observed this

- morning, virtually.all of it south of Ismailia.

2. Action on the Syrian front is limited to the!
Mount Illermon area, where Israeli forces seized the ridge-
liné yestexrday. Israeli fighter—-pombers continue active

- over the battlefield.

EQYPTLIAN FRONT

’

3.. Israeli and Cgyptian forces in the southern
front from Ismailia to the city of Suez centinue to bat-

tle on both banks of the canal., Tel Aviv spokesmen have

State Department
. |review completed

25X1

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2d09/1 2/04 : NLN-H-92-2-6-3




25X1 ]
Y : No Objection to Declassification in Part 2009/12/04 : NLN-H-92-2-6-3

. srated tn; rease-fire is conq:dergd to be in CffOCt
. along the rest of the Suez front. Tel Aviv and Cairo
continue to exchange charges on the responsxbllity
for bxeaklng the ceasce~-fire.

4. Largﬂ numbnrs of Israull aircraft were noted
attdean Dgyptian targets alony both banks of the canal -
‘south of Ismailia. Groups of 30 to 40 Israeli aircraft -
have heen observed over the battle area. Egyptian re-=
sponse to Israeli air attacks. continues to be limited’
to 8AM and antiaircraft fire.' No lsraeli air strikes
have bean detected from Ismailia to Port Said. An :
Egyptlian ohserver reported. bombers over Port $aid this
afternoon, but Egyptian air defense controllers re-
flected no stawll aircraft :u the area.

. 5. I%Laeli attacks Loled 5ucz were designed to
- . cut off Egyptian forces on the east bank, an Israeéli
spokesman ded yesterday, Three of the six Egyptian
brxdges dcross the canal in the southoern sector were
seized by Israull forces, according teo the spokesman.
- Tel Aviv eatimates that some 200 Lgyptian tanks as well
" as infanbtry units south of Ismailia would thus be trapped
‘an the east bank, Details on the battle near Suez ‘are

spdrog, Iqraolm pilots have been told there are no SaMs
in the are a. S

6. The bgyptzan naval babe at Suez reported at’

- - noon, ‘local tine, that Israeli aircraft were attacking
25X1 the bacge|

SYRIAN FRONT

&

7. FJghtlng continues in the Mount Hermon area of
tha Syrian front. el Aviv claims to have recovered
positions lost at the beginning of the hostilities,
but press xeports indlcate there is heavy figyhting. under

'(_\bmy_z\.t_khe_f_o_LLcﬁ the mountsin. | 7 25X1
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- Press reports carry

engagemcnt,

8, Uamascu ‘claims

an Israclli claim of 10 Syrian aircra
but there are no further det

to have downcd 1l of 60 Is-

‘t downed in an air
ails.

racli aircraft sent to.bomb ecivilian targets north of

Damascus today..

The intended target may have been a

supply depot north of the city where newly delivered

equipment could be located.

At least two Israeli air~

craft were rioted southwest of Damascus early (his after-
noon, indicating the Israelis are contlnuxng their deep -

péngtxatxon oE ayrlan air space.

25X1

SOVIDT AlRLlTT L

0.

Soviet fllght achv;tg to the Middle East ap~‘

pears to have slowed down consicderably this mornlng.

ll., Onlv 05 Soviet tran

ortL
the Middle Rast]

the

aircraft flew to
lowest lewvel since .

25X1

SOVIET SEALIFT (see annex)

ISRAELI AIR FORCE

LOSSES "

the Isrvaeli
of alrcrews

12, 7%he Phief of
dcscxlbed the shortage

-3=

air force yasterday

a3 hla most crLchal
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problem. He stated that only 70 crews were anilable

' to fly F-4 Phantoms, He also provided a detailed ac-

countlng of Israell losses, which totaled some 104
2lgLLa;L.. 32 P-4 Phantoms, 53 A~-4 Skyhawks, 11 Mirages,~
e gp§~ Mysteres, and two helicopters. These losses ‘
r present over one-fourth of the prewar Israeli inven=
ory of aboul 390 fighters and fighter-bombers. US
thlmatLb had placed Israeli losses at about 135 air-
craft. The alr force chief c¢laimed that 254 Egyptian

15
. and 205 Syrian”aircraft had ‘been destroyed since the

gstart of the war The US es tlm
s . ate of Arab e
gbput Qoo-aircruft. N Josses tOtalS

13, fe also claimed that the Israeli air force had

£lown sole. 11,000 str
ike and interxcept sorties t
-or about 700 aoltiua a day. 3\ spL sorties thus far,J

T&YPTIAN ATTITUDES TOWARD THE CEASE-I'LRE ' - -

.fotﬁeé4é1l:wf—tnters§f’* 441has fa-
. & = Séction in Cairo that Egyptian-

trQOD"df A1l levels have bitterly protested President

Sadat's deciszion t
o conclude! =) - =’
SadL® a cease-fire hﬂJﬂLJﬂhi{Ei]

Eiggrta tTin minutes of the timce that the cease-
want into aeffect the entire town erupted with fir-

-ing from VLLtually cvery dircction. [le says he witnessed

%gginy within the Egyptian army for about 45 minutes.
@35 :Jrnnq was halted only alter a threat by the

< r to moLtaL an
who Continugd £0 - fLre.v Y Egyptlan traops

the migé #’erportgd today that

fire A ic." ptrans appear critical of the cease-

and rgr ement, This includes most senior government
army figures. Most bolieve that Egypt will lose

‘tactical military advantages Lrom the ceasc~fire, and

almost no one bheliaves that the US, the USSR, or anyono

- 25X1
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else cahn brlng Israel to give up the occupied terxxtor;ea.'
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'UNITED.NATLONS

18. Tha hocurxty Counctl is scheduled to meet at
noon., Egypt, which requested the session, i1s expected

_Eo chargu lsrapl with  violations of the day-old cease-
- fire,

19, The dLbaL# is lxkely to become another ex-

. change of invective, each side accusing the other of

first breaking the truce, Syria--which has still not
ageepted Munday's cease-fire resolution--and other Arab
states may broaden their criticism to the cease-fire
prOVihlan themselves, Arab states may demand that the

US and the USSR accept their FPGponglblllth: as spon- -

sors of thc rCsolutxon and halt Is rael s alleged viola-
t;ona- ' . : '

20, wl dxplomats hava mmandhz‘u ‘heon exploring
meanb of pOlLClng the fxaglle CS&SL—flTe. Although

[y

_E ; , 5

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2009/12/04 : NLN-H-92-2-6-3

g Nt )

el - A st

ACHE T oy - \ch




25X1 -

- 25X1

. . . . . . : . . e A --"‘-' . ‘~ ;. . . .‘
No Ob]ecitjo_n to Declassification in Part 2009/12/04 : NLN-H-92-2-6-3 - !

there is growing support for the use of aAmerican and

Soviet truce supervisors, Chiha opposes this innova-

tion. Peking, which has veto: powers, d4did not partici-

pate in Monday's vate and has' criticized the resolution ™.

as evidence of superpower collusion to perpetuate the
no-wax no~pedcg bxtuatlon.
|

21, UNrTruCe observers in the Middle East have.

‘been instructed: to takc no initiative in the current

cease-fire situation. - On the Golan front-—-where more
than half tha stations ramain:in plave~-obsva;z teams
have continued to operate on thairx 1967 mandate. UN
obscrvers on the Suez front were withdrawn to Cairo
at hgyptian ruquesf during the first days of the war. .
These teams arce under the authority of the Security

_CDunLll and their use could b@comp a subject of today's

dis cussmonuf

C 22, Having alruady‘regeéted the cease-fire resolu--
tion ycsterday, a spokesman for the Palustince Liberxa-—

“tion Organ17atlon said today that the fedayeen will not

take part Ln any peace: nggot:dtlona. even if invited
to do so., . .

i

 SAUDI ARABIA E
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AMCLLTANT arms d@llverles to lsrael reinforce Sauid
suspicions and add to Saudi fcars that the rested and re-
equPP@d Israecli forces will resumec the fighting afterx

& brief ceasc-fire period. US Embassy contacts with
high- lGVﬂl Saudi afficials irdicate that although the
Sauwdi Arabian guVernment wxshes Lo minimize the damaye
that the pressnt orisis may do to US-Saudi relations, it
may feel compelled to increase pressure on the US if the
CEasv-fJLn resolution fails to clfcet an Israell withe
drawal from at least some Arab lands or if reneswed fight=

ing rLaUJfS in serious militarxy setbacks for the Axab-
forces, :

'l . t
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RUWAI®

24. Kuwait announced this morning that it still -
does not acuept Security Council Resolution 242; nothing A
1n the new cease-fira resolution necessitates a change - -,
in Kuwaili poliey. KXuwait will not object to sistex:

_ Btates who take differenL sLandb in light of thelr awn

‘interesty. .
o;l exportv to the Netherlands, which have
amounted to about 1l percent of:Kuwail's peructlon,
have been stopped. because of Lhc thherland 5 “hostlle"‘
stand toward Axab rlghtq.

25.

SUDAN
- 26. “he official Sudanese news agency today notes
-Ehat Sugan s permanent represontative to the UN has
agread" to the cease-fire resolution, Local reaction | -
in Khartoum appears largely onc of relief at the pos-
sibility that the fighting may gome to an end before
Sudan becomes totally embroiled in the Middle East -
prgbiem. Sudanese airhorne, Lnfantry, and armored units-—--
probably the equivalent of no more than a brigade--re-

portedly are stationed in Egypt, but are not known to. '
have becomﬂ lnvoLVEd in the. f;ghtlng. . !

IRAN

AR

¢ tni7A ?lthough Xran has prov:dwd only token support
o rab cause since the beginning of hostilitiés,
.the Shah is not about to lot them forget the cxtent of ?
%L. He and the Iranian elite privately prefwr an Ls- |
- raell victery, .hut for political reasons have publicly - 1
associated Iran with the Muslim vause. As long as things i
are going wwll for. the Arabs--or at least not badly--the.
~ . 8hah will want to continue to lay the groundwork for a
26X satisfactory post-war relationship. |
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.- ETHIOPIA . BN 1
28. Dmpcfor‘Halle Selassie announced today that -

Ethlopla had decided to severc relations with Israel
"until Israel withdraws from the occupled Lerritories.”
This brings to nine the number of African states that
have broken ralations with 1srael since the war began.
Bthiopia had been under Arxab pressurc for a change in
relations for some time, and the pressures becamc more
intense after the outbreak of new hostilicies. The
Emperor probably was reluctant to appear indifferent to
these demands because of the possible repercussions
on Ethiopia’s continuing confrontation with Somalia
-over the disputed Ogaden territory. hloglan ofificials
reportedly had come to feel that Somalia's support for
the Araba hounvﬁr Tinited, probably ensured Arab support
for »omdlla in ‘the event of armed conflict pbetween Ethiopia
and Somalia. In addition, Haile Selassie was rcluctant to

remain isolated from the gxow;ng Arrican consensus favorne
ing a bxeak wlth IbLaLl.

e = e e =
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