
No Objection To Declassification 2009/06/03 : NLN-NSC-1177-1-1-6 25X1

1/

" 25X1

CENTRAL&TELLIGENCE AGENCY
ctober 1973

INTELLIGENCE MEMORNDUM

MIDDL )S EAST
MORI/CDF Pages 17-31 per -n-
C02826122 - Situation Rn - 1umber .6 3

(As of ET)

THEM ILITAPX SITUATION '

GEN1ERhL

1. Heavy. fighting is again reported to be
under way on both sides of the Suez Canal this morn-
ing, but deta'ils are lacking. Miilitary conmuniques
issued by Cairo and Tel Aviv; have been tersee, sug-
gesting that both sides may be encountering difficul-
ties. Tel Aviv now describes its moobile brigades on

- the West bank as a "significant force" that is con-
Linuing to maneuver successfully behind Egyptian
lines. it also claims to have established a "wide
Corridor" be twieen Ismailia and Great Sitter Lake -
where the Israeli air force can operate without
fear of being within range of Egyptian surface-to--
air missiles. Israeli aircraft were conducting
heavy air -strikes throughout. the length of the canal
this morning.

25X1 2. 25X1
]Damiascus' that its forccs 'attacked Tsraeli. posi-

- ions in the central sector of the Syrian front this
morning. The :attack appears to be local in nature,
however, and Syrian forces do not at this time ap-
pear capable of mounting a major counteroffensive.
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GYPTIAN FRONT'

3. Heavy air and ground activity continues
along both sides of the Suez Canal. The area of
heaviest fighting appcars to be in the contral
sector of the canal where the Israelis have main~
tained a- bridegehead on the west bank since last
Week. Official colnnuniques from Tel Aviv yener-
ally havo been uninformative on fighting in this
area, but one .ssued this morning claims that Is-
raeli forces are continuing to destroy Egyptian .
posi.tions and SAM sites. A military communique
issued in Cairo today claims that Egyptian forces
are mounting successful counterattacks against
Israeli forces in the central sector.

4. As of mid-morning, thp Israelis had flown
about 150 sorties on the Egyptian front. They ap-.
pear to be concentrating their dttacks on major
roadways and missile installations. Air strikes
were also noted near Wadi. al Jandali airfield east
of Cairo. One lsraeli aircraft may have been lost
during this attack.

5. Tel Aviv also claims to have downed five
Egyptian aircraft in-an engagemient.early this morn-.
ing. Israeli press reports stAte that more than -
10 Egyptian SA-2 and SA-3 sites have been destroyed
or captured since Israeli troops crossed the canal. -
According to Israeli military officials, Israeli
forces have orders to capture intact, if possible,'
all Egyptian Sh-G missiles.

6. A'Libyan missile patrcl 'boat arrived in
Alexandria this niorning. Libya 's role in the war,
however, remains limited.

SYRIAN FRONT

. 7. Action on the Syrian front remains light
with Syrian forces continuine t'o Tannah 2mXll

. Counterattacks. 25X1
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Syrian ground 25X1
anc air i'orces attacked Israeli positions in the _
central sector of the Syrian front this morning.
At least two Israeli tanks were destroyed northwest
of T'ell ech .Charr. Engagements betwoen Israeli tanks
and Syrian artillery also reportedly occurred t'o the
north. of Tell. Aantar. This afternoon, Israeli air-
craft were being called in to support Israeli ground
Units in the area. 25X1

, SOVIET OVERFLIGHTS OF 'uIKEY.

9. Turkish Foreign Minister Bayul ken informed
the US ambassador yesterday that there would only
be a few more Soviet flights over Turkish territory
and that Soviet -overflights would not be operated
on a continiting basis.. Bayulken seemed uncomfortable
in recountinq his discussions with the Soviets on.
this subject ; but it appeared 'that the Turks have
not limited the Soviets to an exact .number of over-
flights. The Foreign Minister, seemed to believe
that there would' be 12 -to 15 additional. Soviet
flights on a one-shot basis, but the ambassador did
not get the impression that such an arrangement was *
equally understood by the Soviets. Bayulken admitted
that his .discussions with the Soviets could not be
described as a bargaining session, although he be-
lieved that the Soviets understood that Turkey should
not appear to be an air bridge to Moscow's Arab-
clients.
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10. In fact, the Soviets notified Turkey on
15 October that there would be 30 overflights of
Turkish territory beginning on 17 October, osten-
sibly for carrying "technical equipment." Three
Soviet AN-12s passed over Turkey en route to the
Middle East on 18 October---the first confirmed 
overflights of Turkey since the airlift began--.
and possibly seven additional over-flights have

- occurred since then.

SOVIiT POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

' 1.L Secretary Kissinger's arrival in Moscow
- yesterday received extensive coverage in the Soviet

press and unusually prompt television coverage on
j - news programs last night. Pravda reported this

morning that Dr. Kissinger' conferred with General
1' Secretary Brezhnev, Foroign Minister Gromyko, and

Ambassador Dobrynin on 20 October. arezhnev was
- also accompanied by his forei.gn affairs adviser,

Alexandrov, and by the Foxtig-n Min-istry's desk chief
for the US, Korniyenko. Premier. Kosygin, who re-- turned from Cairo on 19 October, apparently did not

\ -take part in the talks Soviet press coverage of
US military support to Israel. has declined since
sar. Kissinger's arrival, possibly in deference to
the Secretary's presence in the USSR.

12. .Soviet audiences are also bein9 told for
1 the first time that Israeli forces on the west bank

of the Suez Canal have been-making progress. Pravda
Jook the li-ne this morning that the Arab cause al
ready has achieved a degree of success and that Arab
forces- have shown a high fighting spirit in an effort
to regain the occupied territories. The Soviets are ,
also stating publicly that, in.any event, their sol-
idarity with the Arabs is not an obstacle to progress
on. such other matters as the- European security con-
ference. All of this may be Moscow's way of saying -

- - that it is time for the fighting to end.
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KUWAIT CUTS OIL TO US

13. Iuw at announced today that it will end
shipments of crude oil to the US and will reduce
its total production by 10 percent. .In addition,
Kuwait will further reducs its overall production.
by 5' porcant per: month beginning in November. The
US imports approximately 150 ,009 barrels per day---
slightly less than 1 percent of US consumption--

rfrom Kuwait.

IRAQ CALLS FOR NATIONALIZATION OF US FIRMS

14. Iraq's state radio today called for a total
nationalization of US companies operating in the Arab
world, according to press ruports from Beirut. The
Iragi commentary described the halting of oil exports
to the US as only the bare minimum that Arabs can do.j

ISRAEL INTERNAL

15. Sources of the US Embassy in Tel Aviv have
been reporting that; Moshe Dayan's political future /
may be in some jeopardy, as he is being blamed by
many for supposedly faulty'.military doctrine in the
period since tho 1967 war. The embassy feels that
his criticis yesterday.of US restraint in supply-

. ing arms hef:ore the present war should be viewed
- in this. light. -

16. As the war enters its third wcek, Israel's
domestic si.tuation maintains the appearance of rela-
tive normality. The economy, although strained, is
meeting all essential needs. In an effort to ease
the financial strain of the' war on individual fam-
ilies, the National Insurance Institute has announced
that it will. make special. bimonthly payments to large
families whose heads have been cal.led to military
service. All. civil servants on active-'duty will re-
ceive their full. salary for October.
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17. The Education Ministry, in a move that
demonstrates government confidence in the progress
of the war effort, has announced that all high
school students must now attend classes, even if
they have until now been enyaged in wartimne activ-
.ities. All educational institutions are operating
normally.

18. Israeli seburity authorities have informed
US officials that the security situation remains
calm in the occupied territories.-

CENTRAL AFRICAN REpUHLIC - ISRAEL

19, Bangui today announced that it has broken
off diplonatic relations with Israel, making it the
sevonth African capital to take such action since
t1he outbreak of hostilities.
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