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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
9 October 1973
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INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

" MIDDLE EAST

(situation Report Number 17
As of 2230 EDT)

THE MILITARY SITUATION

GENERAL

1. Fighting has taperéd off during the even%ng

hours after a day of heavy engagemenﬁ}__ﬂggthg;_glée,;; :
has achieved a decisive breakthrough. o+ 2sx1

25X1

- 2. ¢The optimism expressed in yesterday's of{i+MORI/CDF per 03326463
cial Israeli military communiqués and press reports

has been replaced by a more restrained mood. Al- .

though still confident, the Israelis acknowledge .
that they ars involved in a war very different than
the six-day conflict of 1967. According to the US :
defense attaché in Tel Aviv, the Israelis are becom— [DIAReview Completed)
ing increasingly concerned over tank and artillery
ammunition shortages, and steadily mounting casual-
ties and equipment attrition. In addition, they are
expressing frustration at the Arabs seemingly limit-
less stocks,

[State Dept. review completed}
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THE SYRIAN FRONT

1. Ralativo ocalm pravailed in the Golan Helghts
late this evening aftor a day of hard, but apparently
indecisive, fighting. The Israeli atate radio re-
ported that some fighting between Syrian and Israeli
tank units continued as late as 2200 hours local
time. The Isrzelis flew 80 sorties over Lebanon,

Northern Israal, Jordan, and the Golan Heights during
the evening. :

§. According to press sources, the Israelis
ware counterattacking early this evening near )
Qunaytirah. Syrian forces, supported by air power,
apparently recaptured the town earlier today. an Is-
raeli situation report estimates that the Syrian Alr
Force flew some 85 ground support sorties during the

- day. A UN Truce Supervisory source indicated that

Syrian forces were still in Qunaytirah at 1830 hours
local time, but the Israelis had taken major terrain

__features about three kilometers west of the town,

%5X1-
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5.

the Syrians have lost an estimated 600 tanks since
fighting began. l

: '6. The Jordanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said that the Israeli forces along the border had

been strengthcned during the past 48 hours. Rein=
forcements include tank units and airborne units.

King Husayn has been reported to be visiting Jordanian
Army units deployed along the border with Israel.

THE EGYPTIAN FRONT

7. The gituvation along the Egyptian front re-
mains confused, with ne¢ither side claiming major
breakthroughs., An Egyptian armed forces communiqué
claims the capture of the second largest town in the
Sinai, Kantavr Eastern, as well as large quantities

. of arms and ammuhition, including an unspecified

~2- ' .
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number of Israeli tanks. About 30 prisoners were
elag taken, The earliexr Egyptian claim that the
Israell 180th tank brigade Kad bean captured by :
Bgyptian forces was confirmed when the brigade's com-
mander, Colonel Assaf Yagouri, was shownh L0 newsmen
in Cairo. 1In other ground action, the Israelis ad-
‘mitted that they have given up most of their positions
along the Bar lLev line, but said that these forces
have set up new lines some three to five kilometers
from the canal. The Egyptians, however, claim to
have penetrated about 20 kilometers into the Sinai.
The Israelis also admitted that Israeli ground and
air forces thus far have been unable to stop the re-

inforcement of CLgyptian units on the east bank of
the Suez Canal.

8, Israali aircraft have also been active
around Port Said. Egyptian diplomatic sources claimed
these airstrikes destroyed civilian buildings and
homes, and inflicted a number of c¢ivilian casualties.
According to Israeli sources, the main Egyptian air-
activity has been in support of ground action.

9, In naval action, the Israclis claim to have
‘sunk three Egyptian-Osa-olass-migsile patuol boats in
an engagemcnt midway between Port Said and Alexandria,
without loss of any of their own patrol boats.

UN OBSERVATION POSTS

10, UN .sources in Jerusalem reported that about
" noon 9 Octeobar, UN observation posts Silver and Orange==
located at tha north and south ends of the Great Bit~
ter Lake-~-had bcen overrun by Egyptian forces who
were enlarging their bridgeheads in the Sinai. All

UN observaticn posts in the Suez sector apparently
are now closed.

THE ISRASLI SCENE
25X1

that when the high casualties and materiel losscs
suffered by the IDF are revealed, Israeli bitterness
will be intensified and public pressure for ground
strikes into Egypt and Syria will likely mount. The
government is being increasingly criticized--albeit
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quietly--by some elements of the public for its fail-
ure to launch a pre-emptive military strike or for
not at least having mobilized earlier.

12. 1Israeli Finance Minister Sapir told a gov~
ernment cconomic committee on Tuesday that thus far
the war has cost Israel nearly one billion dollars.
The governmznt imposed a compulsory tax loan of $238
million today to help finance the conflict. Israelis
will contribute to the loan by automatic deductions
from their income. Individuals will be assessed 7
to 12 percent of their income and business firms will
pay 9 pesrcent of their profits to the loan. The )
loan is to be repaid over 15 years with interest.
Israelis already subscribe to a compulsory defense
loan from previous Arab-Israecli wars.

13. In East Jerusalem, the mood of the Arab
popu‘at¢on remains outwardly calm, but the US consul
has detected a sense of both elation and unease over
the successes of the Arab armies. Many Arab shops
in the city as well as the occupied West Bank remain
closed and rmost Arab workers have not returned to

“their jobs in the Jewish sector -of Jerusalem. Ten-

gions reportedly have flared in a few spots on the
West Bank, primarily as a result of accidents caused

by Israeli tanks and other eqUmeent rushing to the
Syrian front.

EGYPT

14. Senior Egyptian officials briefing foreign
ambassadorsg in Cairo continue to insist that Cairo's
military operations across the Suez Canal into Israeli-
occupied Sinai are counterattacks in response to Is=-
raeli attacks on the Gulf of Suez on 6 October.

15. A senior Egyptian officiall
ambassador on 7 October that Cairo had DGCOmeé CONViNce
over recent wceks that Tel Aviv was seriously planning
a new round of hostilities, most likely to occur before
the Israeli elections later this month, He professed
to see evidence of this in the 13 Scptember air battle
with Syria, alleged Israeli troop concentrations par-
ticularly on the borders with Syria and Lebanon, and

-4 .
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in belligerent and threatening statements by senior
Istaeli offlecials. le also cited recent setbacks for
Iaracl on tha international scene, such as Zaire'a
declsion to break diplomatic relations and Austria's

move to cloge the Schoenau transit facility, as in=-
creasing the psychological pressure on Tel Aviv to go

on the offensive again. Thus, according to the Egyp- ‘e
tian officizl, President Sadat ordered the countexr- .
attack across the Suez Canal when Isracli airxr and sea-
borne forces allegedly struck on two points on the

Gulf of Suezx .
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Egyptians frankly acknowledged thiat Cairdo would never=
theless havae a difficult time convincing world public
opinion thaf Israel had touched off hostilities. One‘’
official remarked, however, that it didn't rcally
“matter a damn” what the world chose to believe; Egypt

<

"was only trying to take back its own territory.

SOVIET NAVAL ACTIVITY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

17. Another large landing craft has joined the
seven Soviet naval ships that were at the Kithera
anchorage. The ships are now trailing a six-ship US
force that is in a holding area south of Crete. Late .
informetion indicates that a guided missile destroyer
is still in Alexandria and will probably remain there
along with the.eight remaining auxiliary ships. The
Soviets also have a fleet minesweeper west of Latakia,
but this ship is well removed from any fighting., The
group of gubmarines that were recently relieved of
duty have left the Mediterrancan and are now off the
Portuguesce coast., The relief submarines are proceeding
eastward in the Mediterranean and are now north of
Tunicsia.

SOVIET POLITICAL ACTIVITY

18. The Sovicts continue to be active diplomat-
ically in many Arab capitals., In Cairo, Ambassador
Vinogradov. had his fourth meeting with President Sadat
in as many days. Ambassador Azimov spent %0 minutes
with Palestinian lecader Arafat in Beirut. According
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