|

JRp—

NEA ~M5¢~7l7? é"/ﬁ’7 )q

£O 12958 3. 3( ) (1)3225Yrs 75 coaa

4

¥

012958 3.3(b) (6 ".rs —
gy ot

a"a.:;‘lanm. gér/—'w’"-
/ 73- | |of P I

m{(

Arab-Inraeli Conflict: The Next Several Days

Tha immediate objective of the Israclis has
been to contain the attacking Arab forces while
mobillizing their reserves, At the time the Syrizna
and the Bgyptians launched thelr offensives, the
Israclig were only & few hours into mobilization.
For the past two days, Israel's ragular ground
forcec-~about 100,000 men~-~have been absorbing the
Arab thrusts. Pull mobilization of Israel's
reservaa--bringing the force to some 300,000 men—=
i scheduled to be completed by noon today. Counter=-
antncko are already reported to have begun. '

Tha outlook for the next few dags is one of henvy
fighting on all fronts. With the full weight of theiz
forces bohind them, the Israelis should now be able
to turn Lne gituation around on the Golun Haights

Ry _pightiall Tye « Pressing the offenzive againat
tha Syr*uns night tzké another day or two. '

By
week's cad the Helghts should be cleared of Syrian
forces. Against the Egyptiand, the Iarazelis are today
just beginning to press their armor. %hey rcportedly
are dr¢v_ng hard end by Tuesday ox Weoncscay the ‘
efdfect af thelr counterattack should be clear. o
Several tore days of heavy fighting might follow aa the
Iaraelia work to destroy as much as poszsible of
Egypt'a Army. ,

dote: This paper was prepared Jointiy by CIA and DIA
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The Syrian Front

Currant Situation

The Syrians threw the weight of three infantry

and two armored divisions against the Isrxaeli forxce

in thae o¢cupied Golan Heights that was equivalent
' to about a division, The Syrians probably committed

about a thousand tanks against the fewer than 200
tanks the Israelis had in the Golan Heights arsa

when fighéiﬁg broke out, _Fbr this investment of men

and machines,.the Syiiana have gained fewer than a

. dozen kilometers of ground at - the decpaest point.

While the Syrians failed to drive the Xsraeclis off
the Héights, the Israelis admit substantial losses in
their original committéd forces in the area. In

addition, the Syrians have downed some 35 alxcrafte--

a rate of attrition the Israelis cannot long sustain,

Desplte the lack of an immediate Isxaell rebuff
to the Syrian offensive and the "grim" atmosphere |
id Igraell command hendquarters, the IDF appears
to have taken the initiative. The Xaraelis kept
minimal forces on the ueighté and plannedvEngight a
holding action if attacked. That holding action
appears to have been succeaéful. Airxcraft losses have,

however, been heavye-ﬁerhaps heavier than anticipated.
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On the Golan Helights, the Israelis will probably

set their major counterattack in motion today. It

io poasible that the Yeraelis have disengaged theif _
forces on the Heights both to give the air force
rmm%aﬂmk&eﬂﬂ“mas%whwemm,nd
to organize the eounter offensive, The vexy he;ﬁy
Isroeld air attacks on Syrian forces today may be
the goftening up preceding the main-effort. If

go, tha naxt two or three days will ses heavy
£ighting as the Israelis (1) eliminate the Syrian
advances of the first three days and (2) seek to
inflict meximum materiel and pexsonnel losses on i
tha Syrians. .

The autcome of the fighting on the Golan Heighta

‘ghould bceome clear today, or; at the lateat, by

Tuesday. Several days of mopping up operations are»;
likely aftor the main battle, The most likely outcome' E
of the crucial period is a Syrian collapse and general
rotreat agmoss the ccase fire linés. Wwhile the

Israelis may pursue the retreating Syrians to increase

. Arab lossgsy, Israel {s unlikely to want to increase

the ocoupation burden by taking significantly mS;é

territory. Some minor adjuatments in the ceaase fire

lines arae likely as ‘the Israelis will almost certainly
want to minimize the possibility of the present
situation repeating itseif.
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The Eqyptian Front

Curzent Situation

The Egyptizan forces'on\the cast side of the

canal may soon be isolated. IXsraeli alr and grQUn4

_forcea are attacking the Egyptian lodgement and

trying to cut the bridges which form both the life
line ana ascape route for the Egyptians. Israeld
defenue officials say the Egyptians are being preaaed very
hard. &Egyptian government radio admits Israeld .
counterattacks have occurred but claims the attacké
Qere repulsed with'heavy damage infligted on the
Israelig, | | |

ff the Igraeli claim to have crossed the canal
is true-~-and we are inclined to accept lt--the
Israeclis hava several options open to them. _Each
eption could be pursued based on the :sraélisf
agsgesgmant of the politxcal costs and advantages,
wmilitary risks, and asseasment of thelr own capabilities.

Three major options are outlined.
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-~Israeli armored forces on the west side of tha
canal may attempt to mbve rapidly alongvthe cgnal‘s
edge, doing as much damage as they could. This :aid—-
reminiacent of therxeraeli rald along the Egyptian
Red Sea coast in Septembe; 1969=~could be over in
a day ar so, cause conaiderahle damage, and bring
about éhe.collapse of the ﬁéyptian forcés on the east
bank of the canal.,. o . :

~-%t the next higher levél of rigk the Israelis
might tzy to_penetrgte moxre deepiy into Egypt.. £
thay weat 20 miles br 80 deép, the Ieraelis could
capture or destroy many of thé SAM sites and equ&ﬁment

whiich have been in place since 1970. The Israelis

could also'destroy or digrupt a ia:ge part gf Egypt's

army ad well as bring about the collapse of tha Egyptian

. foxce on the east bank, This is a risky courae

‘baoause the Israelis would ke fighting their way

thfopgh an area where Egyptian troops are deployed

in fortified positions. IYsraell casualtics could ba

numerous and the chances for a costly blunderx

would bé high, In addition, .the Ieraelis would, for

the first time, be fighting inside Egypt proper.
-~Finzlly, mogt xisky and leaat likely, the

Israelin could penetrate some 30 or more miles, encircle




e e

the area and'try to hold it for a few dﬁys.; This_would
enable the Israelis to capture large stocks of

materiel includxng Lhe bulk of the SAM system deployed
near the canal. If aueccessful, such a tactic would

crush the Egyptians even more convincingly than in

1967. The risk of ‘heavy casualties and seriqus

mistakes, however, would be great,

In any event, the Israelis have now glearly

gone ovar 4o the offenaive. The Israelis will

likely defeat the Egyptian force on the east bank

within two or three days. The scattered commando

- and heliborne troops'the Egyptidns gent into the

Sinai present no more than a minox sécurity hazzaxrd
and are being pursued even now. The Isrgelis probably
111 have destone& the Egyptian presence in the

Sinai bcfore the week is out. |

" Qthar Reactions

In word and deed, the Soviets continue to

-otay well clear of the fighting. The bulk of the

. Soviet Mediterranean Squadron had been grouped back

from the combat zone near Crete. Evacuation £lights
continued into Aleppo--in northern Syria--during
the moraing of 8 October. There have been no signs

of unusual activity by Soviet forces in other areas of
the World .
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Party chief Brezhnev, speaking at a 1unch§bn for |

visiting Japanese Prime Minister Tanaka today,

summed up the very limited nature of Soviet support
for the Arab cause. Ha placed the blame for the
iighting oh Igrael, but offered only “sympathy"

for the Arabs. He said "all Gountries and peoples
of ﬁho area" should have gllaranteed security and

pPledged that the USSR is prepared to make its

contribution to lasting peage. A SovLet government

atatement issued yesterday made most of the same
poinis and, in éepafate conberaations, Soviet officlals
in Paris'end Moscow haveigoné out of their way té
emphaaizq that the present aituatioé must not atffect
the general improvement in US-SOVieé relations,

We expect Moscow to render politiezl support
to the Arabs at the UN and elsewhere, but even if
the military situation turns seriously against Axab
forces wa doubt the Soviets will risk direct involvenent.
The evidence of growing differences in Soviet-Arab
relationg~-much of which predates the present
fighting~-and the priqritﬁrxoscow attaches to its
relatlong with the US, suggest that the 50vie£s
will be more cautious than they were in 1967
about mounting anothér major effoxt to re-equip
the Arabsa. |
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Other Arab countxies have provided varying

degrees of support. Moroccan troops are engaged

‘in aupport of the Syrians on the Golun Eront, and both

Algeria and Iragq claim to have provided alr units to

Syria. Sudan is reported to have transferred addi-

-

tional ground forces to Egypt. Kuwait had a token

~unit in Eqypt at the time hostilitiea began. The

Libyan Mizage squadron, which 1a probably manned by
Egyptiang, wag hit on the ground on Sunday.

Presidant Qadhafi appears to be holding back so far,

stating Sunday night that'alt@ough he was providing
immediate finunciél support, he would not say when
Libya would intervene. Jordan has redeployed some of
its forces as a precaution against an Israeli attéék}
and oclaima to have shot down one Israeli aircraft
that violated its airspace. The fed#yeen in Lebanon

are making their usual exaggerated'claims of downing

.Iaraeli aizrcraft and attacking Israell posts in the

Mount Hermon area.,
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Estihated Losses*

Aircraft . . T 45 60
Tanks ' . “100 500
Ships (primarily patrol |

. craft) ' - ' 6
Troops o ‘ 700 ¢ ' 2,000

* Tapagelt airoraft losses are fairly firm and ara
besad on Ioraelti admissiong, There are aonfiiating
alaima, howsver, and the Arabs olaim 110 Israsli
plancs downed. The Arab aireraft losges are basad
on reportad ashoot~downs and possible logeos as a
rasult of loraali air otrikes on Egyptian and Syrian
atrfielda, ao derived from both Israali olatms and
Sgyptien admiseiona. The Syriang have mada ne
atatementy about the number of aireraft lost during

the war., It {8 not possible to aocertain the iypes
of aireraft loat. . ‘

The tank figures are estimates basaed on field
veporting. Personnel losses are extremsly rough
gotimaica of men killed and oaptured. Whils thaese
éotimates of losses have not besn oonfirmed, they
are ocongigtent with the foroces committaed to battle
and the intenaity of fighting on the various fronta.
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The Soviet Military Advisors and Thair Role

Prior to the outbreak of hostilities, we

 eatimated-thé nurber of Soviet military advisors

and technicians to be as follows:

-

Egypt 200
Syria - 1,400
Iraq 500

Most of tha military. personnel in Egypt were

involved in non-operational taesks such as training

and maintenance. In Syria, hovwever, some Soviet
adviao£s ware involved in operational aspocts
of the air defensae systen. In addition, there.we#e-
econcmic and technical assistance people in all |
three countries--perhaps 500 in Egypt and a few‘
thousand in Syria and Xraq. |

Beginning on 4 October, however, the Scoviets
mounted a substantial evacuatién effort that to date
has involvad some 37 flights to Egypt and Syrig.
Soma Soviet navai ships apparehtly have aléo»been used»in
the evacuation. Our reporting indicates the
evacuation has been mainly for dependents, but that
some civilian and military techniclans are also involved.

Some East European technicians and their dependents
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‘may alse have been evacuated., The total capacity

of the air evacuation alone would he about 3,500 pebple.
Wa cannat say how many of those gpaces werxe filled
by military personnel, We assume some, but probably
only a faw, | o » |

We ¢hink that Moscow wants to steer clear of
militcry’in901vemen£ in thé‘ﬂighting. This is
indicated by the evacuntiog of Soviet personnal,

tho lack of any significant Soviet naval movewment

toward the battle zone, the lack of any Soviet

reaupply-effoft and Soviet diplomatic and media
comment ¢n the f£ighting. 'In'iiﬁe with this policj,
Soviet a&viao:s.have probably been oidered tao étay
clear of the fighting, |

Thicvaeems certainly true in Egypt where'the

Soviets, in any case, were not on the operational

level. a

aenior Egyptian government official cormmented
yesterday (7 October) that "not one" Soviet adviaor
has had acy role in the campaign and that none

are in tha Suez Canal battles zone.

In the case of Syria the evidence is legs clear.
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Eayotian Bridgeheads on the East Bank of the Canal

By late sunday, the Egyptians had apparently
constructed some 1l bridges across the Suez Canal.

The Israslis claim to hava dastroyed nine of these

bridges.

- Bl Firden.

The conflicting‘plaima 2s to the humber of
bridgea constructed érobablﬁ is due to the time the
various counts were made. The Egyptiang evidently
crossed only light fsrces on Saturda& to gain and
hold the bridgeheads, 'On Sunday morning,‘thé.
arméred divisions and other heavy unlits had not yet
croased, 'The bulk of the forces crossed late Sﬁnday.

Tha bridgas evidently were not needed until the major

elemente of the force were ready to crossa.

The fiirst two bridges were thrown across the
canal on Satyrday the 6th--one south of the Great

Bitter Lake at ELl Kubri and.one in the north at

By Sunday morning, a¢cording to Igraeli
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Eqyptian Forces on the East Bank

By Sunday evening, the Egyptians apparently had
the elements of two armored divisions across the
canal probably near Ismailiyaﬁ in the central
sector of the canal. In gddition, one armored_
brigade and one tank battalion were reported to
hava crossed in the n§rth in the viciﬁity-of‘vort
Said. In sum, the Israelis claim that the Egyptians.
hava 400 to SOO'tanks';bross the canal--the bulk of

which crossed on Sunday. The number of troops may

be upwards of 20,000,

Egyptian-infantry evidently c¢rossed first_on
Saturday to establish the bridgeheads and since then
have been cansolidating thelr position on the ’ |
eagtern bank., The Egyptians did not advance much
beyond the canal. One ihtercepted communication

from an Egyptian unit places it within 6~7 km easé

of the canal.
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reports, the Egyptians had four bridges in operation
(one of which the Israelis claim to have destroyed},
but .the bhridge bullding continued and subsequent

reportS'ibdicated that six bridges were in use later

in the day, -~

*a

The EQyp;ians have apparently constructed most
of the bridges in the.central sector of the canal
near Ismailiyah--fqur were repoftgd in this area.
At least one bridge is in the north near £l Qantara
and at least two are in the southern sector between

the Greaat Biltter Lake~ah&'che Gulf of Suez.
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