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1. FOLLOWING FYI 1S SuMmany QOF C“RRENT MIDDLE EAST SITUA-
'TIDN EVENING DCTCBER 6.

2. FOLLOYWING SEVERAL DAYS NF F2AGMENTARY REPDRTS OF SYRIAMN
AnND EGYPTIAN MILITARY MOVE4ENTS BcHIND THEJ? RESPECTIVE
CEASEFIPE LINESs ISRAELIS INFOR“EN US MID-MORNING OCTOBER 6
THEY HAD REASON TO SELIVE CcOORDINATED SYRIAN/EGYPTIAN

ATTACK WOULD TAKE PLACE WITHIN =g HOURS . THEY HAD ALSO
ASSURED US THEY wOULD NOT FEPEAT ~NOT UNDERTAKE PREEMPTIVE
MILITARY ACTION., WE MOVED QUICwLY IN DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS

WiTH SOVIETS, EGYPTIANS, SaUDIS AnD JORDANIANS IN EFFORT .
To FORESTALL MILITARY ACTInLN, [N HATTER OF FEW HOURS, HOW-
EVER, HASTILITIES BEGAN ON EOTH FRONTS. IN BACKGROUNDING
PRESSs WE HAVE RESERVEN JUNGMENT RE WHD BEGAaN THE FIGHTING,

BUT STRICTLY EYI INDICATIONS ARE CLEAR THAT THIS WAS SYRIAN7V -
EGYPTIAN INITIATIVE. SUCH ACTI~N IS CONSISTENT WITH POLI=~
TICN=-MILITARY STRATEGY PRESIDENT SADAT WAS KNOWN TO BE
CONTEMPLATING EARLIER THIS YEAR, NESIGNED Tn CREATE CRISIS,
WHEN LIMITED MILITARY GAINS AND PUT PRESSURE ON WORLD COM=-
MUNITY AND MAJOR POWERS 1IN PARTICULAR TO PReSS FOR POLIT]=-

CrL PROGRESS, SADAT'S STRATEGY OVER PAST T+0 MONTHS AT

LEAST HAS BEEN TO EMPHASIZE LONG~-RANGE POLITICAL STRATEGY

IN CONTEXT OF NEW SAUDI-EGYPTIA+=JORDANIAN ALIGNMENT

AND TO DE-EMPHASIZE POSSI3ILITY OF EARLY MILITARY ACTION,
‘ REASONS FOR DECISION TO LAUNCH THIS ATTACK [F IN EFFECT
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THIS PROVES -TO BE THE CASE, WILL HAVE TD AWAIT FURTHER.
ANALYSIS.

3, MEANWHILE, MILITARY SITUATINN NIGHTFALL OCTOBER 6 1S
GENERALLY AS FOLLOWS: THEcE HAS 3EEN AIR ACTIVITY ON BOTH
FRONTS RUT CONCENTRATEN ALONG SYRTAN CEASEFIRE LINES,
THERE DN NOT APPEAR TO BE SIGNIFICANT PENET2ATIONS OF L INES
ON GROUND OF SYRIAN FRNNT, ALTHRUSH HEAVY APMORED ENCOUN-
TERS HAVE APPARENTLY TAKEN PLAC=, ON EGYPTTAN FRONT,
EGYPTIANS HAVE ESTARLISHED FOOT~OLOS EAST OF SUEZ CANAL
IN. SINAT AGAINST THINLY=HELD ISzAcLI POSIAINNS AND APPAR-
ENTLY AT CONSIDERABLE COST OF LNSS OF PERSONNEL AND EQUIP-
MENT, ISRAELIS» WHO WERE CELEBZATING JEWISH DAY DF ATONE=-
MENT (YDOM KIPPUR) INSTITUT=D MORILIZATION., DEFENSE
MINISTER DAYAM HAS WARNED ISRAELIS THAT FIGHTING mMAY CON-
TINUE FOR SEVERAL DAYS BUT HAS =XPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT
ISRAELI DEFENSE FORCES WILL REPULSE INVADERS,

4, JORDAN AND LEBANON HAVc REMAINED ALOOF FROM FIGHTING
AND GIVE EVERY INDICATION N SEEKING TO .AVOID INVOLVEMENT,
PUBLIC MEDIA AND GOVERNMENTAL STATEMENTS IN ARAB WORLD
HAVE FOLLOWED EGYPTIAN/SYRTAN LINFE THAT ISRAELIS INITIATED

ATTACKS,

5., IN CONSULTATIONS AMONG SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERS IN

NEW YORKs WE HAVE TAKEN POSITIOnN THAT ANY SECURITY COUNCIL

" ACTION MUST CALL FOR CEASEFJRE /N0 RESTORATION_OF STATUS _

QUD ANTE, 1.E,, THAT ALL FrRCES MUST WITHDRAW TO THEIR _
RESPECTIVE SIDES OF CEASEFIRE LINES, CONSULTATIONS INCON- |
CLUSIVE SO FARy WITH CFRTAIN MEuUBERS TALKING ABOUT SIMPLE |
. CEASE FIRE, WE HAVE EMPHASIZED THAT RESTORATION OF.STATUS ‘

QUO ANTE IS NECESSARY TO CREATE CNNDITIONS IN WHICH PEACE

SETTLEMENT EFFORTSs TO WHICH WE INTEND TO DEVOTE HIGH

PRIDRITY IN PERIQD AHEADs CAN Gn FORWARDs THERE HAS SO FAR

- BEEN NO CALL REPEAT NO CALL FOR MEETING, ANN CONSULTATIONS

ARE EXPECTED TO RESUME MNRNING NCTOBER 7. WE WILL RE-

VIEW DUR POSITION ON THIS MATTEz SUNDAY A.M,

6, ABOVE 1S STRICTLY FOR YDUR RACKGRUUNO ONLY. KISSINGER
BT



