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JSSR-SYRIA

KIRILENKO VISIT REFLECVS“TENSIONS IN SOVIET-ARAB RELATIONS

The flrst osportunity for high=level Scvier=Arab conwultations
elince Brezhuev's U8, vindt came with the 3=9 July vislt to Syria by
& Sovlet party=goverament delegation, headed by Kirflenbo,

which attended ceremontes on the {{est stage of the Euphrates
hydropower project. Coucern to counter Arab skept iclam over
U.S.=8oviet detente and [te {mpllcationsg for the Arab=laraeld
confllct wan agaln fndicarted by Kirilenko's assurances of Moscow's
unswerving support for the Arabs and hls retteratfon of the

Soviet stond on full Israel!l withdrawal and regasd tor Palestintan
"rights." Atethe same time, taking the Euphrates diversion as

a symbol, Moecow has dquggested that the Arabs should not focus on
a military 'rebuff" to thelr encmies but would dc better to
concentrate on developing themselves eronomicatly and 90L1a11y

and {mproving Aral cooperation.

- The absence thus far of the customary communique on Kirflenko'n
viglit* would sceem to [ndicate that he was less than successful
{n convincivg the Syrians of the steadfastness of Soviet support.
Kirilenke was apparently not {nvited to address the Euplirates
dam ceremony cn 5 July, and Damascus radlo, while giving the
visit adequste coverage, fafled to report some of his activities
and remarks at varfous functions. Damascus may have been miffed
tha: Kosygin did not lead the Soviet delegation.** His attendance
at the Euphrates ceremony would seem to have be«n a balance to
his pregence in Iraq In April 1972 for the commlssioning of the
Northern ar-Rumaylah oilfield. But on the oth:r hand, the
primary purpcse of that visit was the signing of the Soviet-Iraqi
friendship and ccoperation treaty; Syria has reportedly resisted
Soviet apprraches for a similar treaty.

rMloscow began prepering a butldup for the E hrates diversion as
far back as mid-May, when broadcasts I{n Ar. : began fnviting

* At lcast once In the past there was an unusuai and unexplained
delay in the release of a Soviet-Syrian communique: The statement
on the 20-26 January 1967 visit of a Ba'th delegation led by

Salah Jadid to Moscuw was not released until 11 February.

* There were Beirut press rumors to this effect in mid-June,
despite the fact that Vienn: media had already noted that Kosygin
would be visiting Austria in early July.
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Iisteners to particlpate ln a foichcoming radlo "symposium"

] on the event, Such a program, however, has stlll .not been
monftored. Propaganda in June, Like that accompanying the
delegatinon's vistt, extolled the tuture benefits to Syria of
the Euphrates hydropower complex--described as "the twin of
Aswan"--and prafned Lt as an example of Soviet-Arab friendshlp
and cooperatiun,

KIRILENKO REMARKS In his major upeech during the visit, at
o Damascus banquet on 3 Jduly, Kirdilenko

reaffirmed the "consistent and unshakable" Soviet attltude toward
the Arab-Israelf confllct, "firmly demanding" Isracli withdrawel
and the f{nsuring of the "rights and legitimate interests' of the
Arab peoples, [ncluding the Palestinians. Without specifically
meut foning the U.S.-Soviet summit talks, he underscored the
"{mportant posltive developments" {n the international eituation
opening the way toward detente., According to TASS, he did touch
on Moscow's stance in the summit talks in a Damascus television
address on the 8th; hw reportedly said that in discussing the
illddle East problem at the talks In the United States, the Soviet
slde expressed "firm and invariable support for the just scruggle
2L the Arabs for liberation of their lands. And he called it

- "of considcrable importance”" that the U.S.-Soviet cormunique
"placed ox the record" the desire for a Middle East settlement
insaring the rights and interests of the Palestinians,

Kirilenko concluded, TASS sald, by noting that forces pretending
to be friends of the Arabs would like to isolate them from the
USSR and that they spread '"concoctions and lies" about the
Soviet policy.* In a speech at # 5 July dinner in Aleppo
Kirilenko also had called for vigllance againet enemies of the
Arab peoples trying to undermine Soviet-aial friendship.

RADIO COMMENI Mot row propagande pegged to tie Kirilenko visit,
as well as other comment broadrast in Arabic

since the Brezhnev vicit, has attempted to shore up the USSR':

image in Arab eyes. In the firs’” of a series of talku, Soviet

* Moscow radio gave considerable publicity to the television
addregs In foreign-language broadcasts. But Damascus radio,

while reporting K.cilenko's remarks to Syrlan journalists at the
redio-television jremises. made no mention of a television address
and did not include his reference to "lies" about Soviet policy.
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Journallst Makstimov on the [Gth began analyzing for Arab

Hatengra the gffect ol chie improvenent n U.S.=Soviet relations
on the USGR's Middle Eost policy. He divided the Arabs Into

three grougis--thone who approve the process of Improving bipg-
power relations, thowe who are "misled" and fear It, and those
who think they can proflt from blg=-power contradfctfons. In

the weekly Moscow domestic service cbservers' roundtable on the 8th,
Belyayev asserted that Moscow's actlons in connectlon with turther
Improvement of U.S.-Soviet relatfons can--"as representat {ves

of Arab statas belleve'-=help settle the Middle East crislis.
Belyayev aluo viewed the Euphrates project and Kirflenko's
atflrmatfon of Soviet support for the Arabs as "the dbest answer

to all those doubts whirh Lccaslonally appear In the Arab press."
A commentary broadcast In Arubic on the 10th, citing Kirilenko's
Damascus TV remarks, stressed the '"vital necessity" of the
allfance of world soclalism and the natfional liberation movement.
And an Arablc-language commentary on the Sth, responding to

Arab oress emphasls on self-reliance In the wake of the summit,
criticlzed "certaln quert rs in Arab countries" for advocating
the "formuia of so-called self-dependence' spread by "imperialist
quarters." This commentary In effect cautioned the Arabs agninst
the notion they could defecat Israeli militarily, arguing that
there had been Instances in the past 'when military supremacy
could not always aclileve the desired victory over the eneny

when this victory is subject to political and economic influence.,"
It catled the USSR's military assistance to the Arabs an important
factor, but pointed out that the Soviet Union wus also providing
substantial assistance in the "decisive fields" of social and
economic cong“ructlon,

SOVIET-SYRIAN TALKS Kirllenko's program included a meeting
with Presideut al-Asad on th~ 7th--whirch
lasted seven hours, according to Damascus radio--at which h.
presented a letter from Brezhnev and had what TASS called a
"frank exchange of views" on further development of Soviet-
Syrian rulations and on topical international issues, with "special
attention'" t» the iliddle East situation. Kirilenko may also have
discussed Syrian-Lebanese tensions in the wake of the Lebanese-
Palestin'an clashes in May, since 1e followed up the Syrian visit
with one to Lebanon made, according to a Beirut press ceport,
at his request. Al-Asad had had tolks in Moscow at the time
the conflict in I banon erupted, when he paid a "secret visit"
reported a week later by Cairo and Beirut papers. f

Kirilenko also had talks with Ba'th Party Regional Command Assistant
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Secretary Bajbu!, who hosted the welcoming dinner for the
delegatlon on the 3d, and mct for "frlecdly" talks with the
prime minlster and toreign minister. He discussed C?SU-Ba'th
relations with Ba'th Party officlals ant held a meeting with
leaders of the quarreling Syrian Commurist Party to dlscuss its
activities and "the strengthening of Lts organizational :nd *
fdeological uaity." The only mentlon of any economic discussions
during the visit came in a MIDDLE EAST NEWS AGENCY dispatch

from Damascus which reported the opening on the 7th of "preliminary
talks" to prepare fcr a "serles of talks" on Soviet-Syrian

economic and trade relations, President al-Asad, speaking

at the Euphrates ceretony, praised the USSR for "meeting its
obligatlons In all matters" connected with the project aud

called the Euphrates dam a symbol of what relations between

states should be.
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NOTES

USSR MILITARY STRENGTH:  (ol, Gen. Nikolay Opatkov, flrat deputy
chict of the Soviet General Staft, bas refuted recent Western
allepatfong about Increcanes in Soviet and Warsaw Pact m!litacy
strength. In an Interview published fn the 10 July RED STAR--
avallable to date only o summaries cavevled by TASS ond Moscow
radlo- ~Oparkov termed these allepgationn, attributed {n parti. alar
to NATO comnander- 1o chief Goodpaster, an attempt to obstruct

the forthcomlng EFuropean force reductiva talks, Ogarkov,

carlier a high-ranking member of the Soviet SALT decegation,

has commented only sparingly In the Soviet press In recent yearwo.

In recent months Weatern charg s of a bulldup In Warsaw Pact
atrength have been routinely re)orcted by Soviet commentators,
but with the force reduztion talks scheduled to open in October
Moscow may have felt a more authoritative respouse was in order.,
Oparkov gpeciflcally refuted charyges of a rising Sovier military
budget and an expanding naval posture, He also reiterated
Brezhnev's 1971 suggestion that Moscow is ‘“prepared to solve,"
on the basls of equality, issucs arlsing from the extended naval
crulges of the great powers at great distances from thelr own
shores.  Brezhnev's statement has Yeen relterated {n Soeviet
Journals durlng the last two ycars,

EGYPTIAN ADVISER IN MOSCOW: TASS has ur'y briefly announced the

11 July arrival In Moscow ol Egyptian President as-Sadat's adviser
for national security affalry, Haliz Isma'il, who ha' paid a

similar vilsit {n February. 1Isma'il was reported by Cafro radio

as saylng on his departure that he was responding to - Sovliet
Government invitation "extended to any Egyptian officii! to
introduce to him" the outcome of the U.S.-Soviet summii . First
announcing the visit, Caliro radlo had said on the 7th i{lat it came
- In the framework of continuous Soviet-Egyptian consultacions and was

. preceded by bilateral! contacts in which Cairo was informev of the

outcome of Brezhnev's talks in the United States, France and Wast
Germany. AL-AHRAM on the 1l1th, according to the Cairo press review,
viewed Isma'il's visit as confirmation of Egypt's interest in
prescerving its friendly relations with the Soviet Union, but went

on to say that the Arabs found it difficult to believe that
consolidation of the atmosphere of detente would realize the!r hopes
for progress and liberation,
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