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;Jéf,f:zos’s Opium Country Resisting Drug ;Lavfﬂ

By FOX BUYTERFIELD
SR s Ui New York Timer
NAM KEUNG, Laos, Oct. 2
-~ Hidden beneath the dirt
loors of this vemote Yao tribal
illage nesr the intersection of
105, Burms and Thailand are
ok - 6,006 pounds of opium.
it the hlack-robed Yao, who
v centurics have cultivated
@& opiwn poppy for medicine
nd. barter, do not know what
o o with i, .

Under intensn pressure from
<e United States Embassy, ia-
‘tuding the threat to cut off
smerican aid, the Luotian Gov-
roment last year reversed its
caditfonal policy and banned
aé production, sale and con-
umption of opium, known in

anz as “flower medicine.”
Since the antinarcotics law,
‘hich also bans hercin, was
“wsed by d seluctant National
ssembly, the Laotian. Govern-
. ent has moaved faster than
xkpected to enfores it. As a
esult, American and Lactian
~owrces faipiliar with the drug
vatle nay, lide ‘of this vear's
coiwn crop has heea soid on
fe dnternational puarket. :
Mew Law 15 Resented

“Tha new law and subsequent
worcement effort have also
rovoked siious resistance and
wantment among some Lag-
1A% e .
“1t is hard for my peopie to
nderstand  why they should
_ o gfuwicy ophum because

ey e todd that it Kills Amer-
aus theusaeiz of ralles away
i steange countty,” Chao La,
1w Yao c¢hiz{ of Nom Keung,
d a delegation of Laotian
abinet- ministers, legislators
b Americun ofiicials who vis.
«l His viliage corlier this
ek, '

i Yrabangs the royal
at policemen were
Hy after o Lao Alr
spoct plune carrging
Toopoends of  oplum- was
-npod, - Aud seveval deputies

the Natlonal Assembly have
ached @ campaign: to repeal
.1 antinarcetics law, on the
counid that it benefits pnly the
nited States. .
Byt American officials here,
«n have long been stung by
weges, taat they have colluded
ihe dreus tomde, are confident
ks prectuction of opivin in
is heing reduced and that
¢ i opium and  heroin
I 1 theouglhe Leos is
N IV

" The Golden Triangle

Because narcotics were not
illegal in Laos and because the
Government maintained scant
presence along Laos’s borders
with Burma and Thailand, Laos
was long the favorite exit route

at 450 tons a year, or more
than 10 times the output of
Laog. The border area in north-
western . Laos, | where . Nam
Keung is situated, is often. re.
ferred- to as the Golden .Tri-
angle. . .

“Right " now, we Hhave 4
standoff. With the pressure on,
the middie raen aren't buying,
and’ the drugs aren’t moving,”
satd Jarnes B. Chandler, acting
director of the Agency for In-
tornational - Development  in
Laos. "What we're worried
ahout is that by closing their
old easy route through Laos,
the smugglers will start going
the opposite way from Burma

lows the path of least resist-

Jance,”

Under the new antinarcatics
program, which is backed by
$9 Ganillion in United States
aid, the following activas have
been taken. .

y Assisted by 16 American
customs and narcotics gxperts,
the Laotian authorities have

built a series of border check.
points and have begun boat
patrols slong the stretch of the
Makong River that fortas Laos's

Tborder with -Burma. Careful

narcotics searches have been
jnstituted at many of the tiny

dairstrips in Laos, and more thaa

150 drug traders, including a
ember of the National Assem-

for Burmese. opium, estimated

- {ent, according to A.LD. and to

Into India. Opium always fol-

Production Dropped

Muny Americans and Lao-
tlans knowledgeable about the

inarcotics law came at a time
‘when opium production in Laos
was already in decline,

The largest poppy-growing

covered Sam Neua and Xieng
Khouang provinces, among the
Meo people of the mountainous
northeast. But since 1963, the
Mco have fled from their home-

pressure and have settied in an
area too low and too crowded
to grow much opium,

high of 100 tons a year in 1967
to 25-to-30 tons a year at pres-

the Laotlan Ministry of Social
Welfure.

‘drug trade say the new anti-.

region in Laos traditionally! 1adone clinic fn the former Bur-|'

{for 10-.to 15-day detoxification
- fperiods. Lawrence J. Berger,

land under North Vietnamesell.

As a result, over-all opium|
production in Laos fell from af .

. “What little opiitm Meo ad-]-

dicts get these days is mostly
smuggled in from outside rather’

ly, have been arrested.

# About 1,500 of the esii-
rmated 20,000 drug addicts in
Laos have heen trcated at a
puddhist temple in ‘thafland
2ud at a nawly openad detogi-
fication clinie, that uses merha-
done, .in Vieatiane. although

the American-trainad doctor in
charge says that less than 2
per ceat of the detoxified ad-
dicts have returned to crugs.
8] The Agency for Interna-
tional Development -is helping
build new roads into opium
growing areas to improve the
access of alternative crops fo
markets, The agency is sched-

tional traiaing center to teach
opiunt growers how 1o raise

ather crops.

the rehabilitation prograre has’
been under way for only a yeac,

become a National Assembly
. | deputy, General Ounaine was for;

wany years commander of:
Laos’s northern raliitary region.:
At the time he took over as

1962, ne caused considerable]
embarrassinent to the American

Forea T-28 fighters to attack
an opium convoy near Nam
Xeung. .

“I was entrusted by the Gov-
ernment 1o make suce the army
got its share of the opium
trade,” the general said, “But

involved,” he added with a
smile.

-Twbd heroin  factories, in
mouatain villages near Nam
Keung and probably under Gen-
eral Quane's conirol, were re-
ceutly raided by Laotian police
with United States narcotics
advisers, These advisers are
concernad that the smugglers
may more and more concen-
traic on hercin, since opium
with-its bulk, smell and sticki-
ness is much harderto conceal.

}@am home-grown,” said Her
[Tou, aMeo paramedic and refu-

. 4 social problem.”

protector of the opium {rade inl§

Embsssy by using Lactian Airid

now of course I am no longer|

uled to open next month a na-’

Clinic Reports Gains

. To the surpriss of many
Amerjcans here, the part of the
drug business where progress
has been quickest is ia re-
ggbtgltating Laotian diug ad-
dicts.

- The American-financed meth- ‘

mese Embissy is equipped to
handle 25. patients at a time|:

the articulate administrator of
tnhe clinic,” reports that there|.
hus been no need to continue|
giving vatients methadone after
the initial treatment, .

“In contrast to the United
States, where addicts keep
going back.:on drugs after
they've been dried out, in Laosj. -
they scem to stop for good
after the initial treatment,” Mr.|
‘Berger stated.

_“The secret is in the strength
of the Laos famlly and socia
situation. They don’t have a lot
jof uiemployment, crime, push-
‘ers on the block or other hang-|
«up,” ha continued. “You could
.sz2y that what we have in the|
11.8. is not a drug problem, but

Larger groups of 50 addicts
at a time ave* also belag sent tu
Thankhalokwat in  Thaitund,t
apout 63 riles northeast of:
Bangkok, where an innovative
and energelic Buddhist abbot
has devised a {reatment relying
entirely on his own religious:
powers, .,

From ail accounts the ad-
dicts return “ecstatic”. over
their cures, but attempts to
lure the apbot to Vientinng}
have failed. Among the religious
vows he has taken is one nat
to use any-form of transporta-
stion other than his own legs,
and there is no bridge across
the: Mekong from Thailund to!
Laos. . 1
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{two weeks deny these charges,

{|Laos, now have their own nar-

Much of the controversy over
the alleged = involvement of
American officials in the Lao-,
tian drug traffic stems from
charges that A.LD. and Central
Intelligence Agency officers
helped the Meo transport their!
opium to market to win their
allegiance against the North
Vietnamese,

Accovding to these . allega-
tions, made most fully by Al
fred W. McCoy in_his "hook
“The Politics of Heroin in
Southeast Asia,” the Meog
smuggled most of “their opium
on Air America planes under
charter to A.LD. and the CIA.

Her Tou and other Meo lcad-!
ers interviewed over the last;

saying that the hulk of Meo
oplum was carrled on private
planes or transports belongiang
to the Laotian Air Force, In any
case, they add, whatever valid-
ity such charges might have
had in the early. 1960's, they
are how out of date. !

The United States Embassy.
has reacted strongly, it belated-
ly, to thesa chacges. Both Air
America aad Continental Air-
lines, which also flies United
States Government chacters in

cotics inspection persounel and
all car¢o and passeagers are
chocked, L :

‘|lives in the chiePs hilitop house.
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Yao Find It Unfalr

To the Yao 1esidents of Nam
Keung, a small settlement of
bamboo and thatch. houses
perched on a bluff above the
muddy Mekong River, the con-
troversy over opium seems in-
comprehensible and unfair,

For them as for many of
Laos’s manifold ethnic groups,
opium has long been the best
rcmedy for all ills, from diar-
rhea to menstrual ¢ramps and
tuberculosis, .- .

“We are poor people who do
not have easy lives,” Chao La,
the village chief, told the visit-
ing delegation of Laotian and
American officials. The visitors
-lvv_vho included Edgar Buell,
“Mister Pap,” the nearly legend-
ary ALD. officer who -has
wocked with the inountain|
tribes of Laos since 1959~
heped to persuade the Yao to
Bive up growing opium.

"Although Chao La insisted
thut hiz- people had not sold]
any opium since the antidrug
luw was passed, 2 small con:
tingent of Chinese Nationalist
refugee - soldiers is encamped;
In’ the forest near Nam Keung
and a’ former Chinese officer

Similar groups of Chinese
Nationalist *troops have pro-
vided pratection for opium von~

hills of Burma since they fled

- Embassy Pressed for Law

The Embassy’s role in getling
the autidrug - law passed and!
enforced provides a rare in-.

ings of American influence in
this tiny, war-torn kingdom.

“We began saving up copies
of all the Congressional Rec-
vids which had ameundineats
*hreatening to cut off aid to
any coualry that did not stop
the unarcotics trade,” gccalled
one high ranking Anterican of-
ficie). “Chea the Ambassador
{G. McMurtrie  Gadley] took
them.all in and dumped thera}.
on Premier Souvanna Phouma’s
desk.” T
“That got tha bill introduced
juto the National Asserably,” ke
continued, “But we still had to
1do a littfe poiiticking and warn

have to pack their bags for
Paris.”

RSy

sizht into the depth and work-l

‘a {ow people that thay mighi]

across the Chinese horder in
1949. They have not: praviously
been reported operating in Laos,

fully wrapped cargo carried by

.|corn  whisky

voys moving down from the|

and a request to talk to them
was refused by the Laotian
colonet responsible for local
security, . . y

Shartly after the delegation
of officials arrived in Nam
Keung,a pack train of 20 mules,
like those that carry most of
the opium in this area, nioved
silently and swiftly through the
village. The visitors wera too.
polite to inquire about the care-

the mules, .
After downing dozens of glas-
ses of a deadly home-brewed)
- known as lao-
lzo, the delegation left Nam
Keung without being quite cer-
tain what had been agreed to.
Chief- Chao, a vigorous man
with a mouthful of gold teeth,
just smiled benignly at the de-
parting officials, . L, i
One of the Laotian officials.

who had  been- scheduled to

make the trip to Nam Keung,
Gen. Cuane Rattikone, who
for many years had beer ru-
mored to be the kingpin In
Luos’s opium trade, . incxplic-
ably did not acCompany the
.sroup at tha last mowent.
General Oversaw Trade -

General Ouane, a  .gentle
though rather menacing locking
maq with a broad full face,
;thick tips and closely cropped
‘hair, had earlier admitted at 3
ipeeliminary meeting of the del-
egation that he had, ia fact,
‘acted as the Laotian Army's
of{icial cantroller of the opiurm
tiade since 1962 | - .
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