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‘It ls sl  not common
ki)owledge that in 1971 Presi-

“dent’ Nixon ordered the CIA
" to, Join the fight against the

international narcotics trade, " oplum production;

. British and . Thaf police can

or that, according {o John E.

a lru;emoli director of (he Buv

réau of Narcotics and Dan-
,ggmus Drugs, “much of the

progress we are now making - .
hy identitying overseas traffic ..

can, In fact, be atiributed to

CIA ‘cooperation.”

It seems, at first glance, a :

strange ,choice, The CIA has
1o execitive powers at home
or abroad, and no experlise
in narcotics or in criminal po-
lice work, Why, then, was it

deployed on this particular

Jiring line, and what contribu-.
tion-has it made?

‘- The answers ¢an be found -
in the complex nature of the

/drug trade.

. Most of the wold's raw
.oplum originates in Turley or
“in the “Golden Triangle” of
-the Burma-Thailand-Laos bor-

sder.” Tightly organized and.

_constantly. changing channels
"bring it to such diverse arcas
_as Vientiane, Banglkok, Hong
- Kong or Marseille for pro-
_cessing, and equally complex
routes via still other countries

. bring il to the horders of -

. America,

“The current’ atlack on the

\trade j+ two-pronged: By dip-
lomatic pressures to reduce

-yaw opiom and finished be-.

roin ‘production, and, since

. production can never be elim-
;inaled entirely, - to increase.
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the effecﬂveness of-the US.-

- Customs Bureau by fimely
_forewarning of specific
" smuggling shipments, -

None of the countrles touch-

" ed by the trade can do this
" alone. The Turkish govern-

ment can move against raw
French,

crack down on processing and
smuggling, with varying de.
grees of success.

Some powerless

Some countries can do little

- or nothing: the opium areas
in Burma and Thailand are.

controlled by autouomous in-
surgent groups depending on
the opum for economic sur-
vival, while no government in

Laos- —~there are several -~

has any real control over the

- not be aware of what is going

. on. . . ]
But, sophisticated or not, -
- what these countries cannot .

do Is coordinate their actlvi-

". tles, because with the best

"will in the world the liaison

: mechanisms .on the proper

levels do not exist,
The French police, for ex-

"“ample, can be as effective as

_any in the world, But if they . -

-are operating agalnst- a pro-

cessing installation in Mar- .

- geille with an Input from Iz

mir, they simply cannot get-

in touch with the local Tur-

- kish police to coordinate their

- plans. They have neither the

funds, manpower, nor charter

* to do so, They can only report"
- within their own government,
"until at the proper level ‘their
“information is passed to the
»Turks through diplomatic

. channels, “after which it must
 filter down on the other side,

Usecurity forces,
maintain a  superb commu---

Other countries, .
used for transhipment, may

CIA helps to curb,
nﬁﬁ aid, d@p@ imde

| The CIA Is made to order-
+to broker - such - exchanges, .
«CIAstations and bases. -
. throughout the world Have di- ..

rect liaison contact with local
‘and they

nications network. The agen-
cy can serve as a link be-

tween countries and organiza- . |
tions which have never been’ . -
in touch with each other be- . °

) vh_igh offi(:ials :

fore, and which would have

formidable problems if they:

tried, passing timely and ac-

curate intelligence to the ex-" : .
program, getting up and -
maintaining the multi-national ~

“act level where it is required.’

. 'The CIA also can collect op-

feratxonal intelligence on the -

‘sprawling ramifications of the -

Jtrade, especially in countries
which cannot do this for
themselves.

From raw production.

_serve to fund
- Air Amerzca,

. practicably

“detect -all the
narcotics taken
aboard, some
by immune "

- fileg involved, running traces :
and analyzing and collecting
the raw information so that -
-finished intelligence can be
passed to appropriate duthor-
ities for action. -

"throug'h processing to the fi- ..

‘na} smuggling attempt, a par-
cotics- chain

countries, and because secur~ .

"y Is at apremiiin, itd orga’

.nization parallels "that of a

- clandestine * intelligence - net- -

work.

The technlques employed to

penetrate both are identical,

. and the CIA's stock-in-trade .

is itg skiil in spotting, devel-
oping, recruiting and manag-
ing agent assels for the col-
lection of intelligence. |

The French and the British, .
of course, can do this work -.
themselves, and CIA entry .
into their  domestic criminal
work is out of the question.
Other, less developed coun-
tries, however, 'cannot man-
age such activities them-
selves without the training
that CIA liaison can provide, .

The CIA also has the re-
quisite headquarters estab-
lishment to support and
caordinate sucll a world-wide

rea
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may' involve .
gcores of people in a dozen -

Coordinalzon

* i3 the only organization in the

“% world that can do such a Job,

-and it has recently estab- -
lished a special headquarters
branch- to coordinate the
work. The field stations were -
long ago ordered - into the ..
batile,

.One of the first frults of’
. CIA labor has been a lengthy ..
‘report ‘to the Cabinet’ Com-

‘mittee on International Nare

- cotics Oontrol which promis-
-e8 6 become the guide book !
- on which the fight will rest.

. In . considerable detad, - ulm

covers the entire world opium

“sltudtion country by country, .

tracing out lcit and IMicit:
opium production, processing -
and distrlbution, as well as’
summarizing the problems,
-faced by the individual coun-
- tries and the multilateral con-
trol ‘efforts. The report is un-
classiﬂed
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Tmangle where oplum
poppy is grown, re[med
- for heroin and collecled .
Top photo. Hllltops alono o
'Thailand-Laos bordcr
Where p]ant flouriskies. |
Le[t: Kmfe‘shts pod L
to drain off raw oplum. -
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