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Opium Ames:
The Boston Connection
By Jim Morrell

James Barr Ames is a Boston lawyer and a descendant of one of the
bluest of blue-blood Proper Bostonian clans, the sort of people of
whom Cleveland Amory wrote, "The magic of the Family Name
pronounced will open virtually all doors, admit to the best clubs, and
even see to a wide variety of special attentions." Successful
businessman partner in the well-connected law ram of Ropes and
Gray, member of the ultra-ultra Somerset Club ("the most British club
in America"), Tavern Club and Country Club. Ames is past president
and chairman of the board of trustees of Mt. Auburn Hospital, member
of the governing board of the Greater Boston Hospital Council, former
member of council, Boston Bar Association board member of the
Cambridge Civic Association, International Student Association, Cam-
bridge Community Services, Town of Wayland Planning Board and
Board of Public Welfare, United Community Service, Animal Rescue
League and Buckingham School.	 •

He is also one of the biggest opium shippers in the world.'
Ames is •a director of Air America, Inc., the CIA's "private" charter

airline in Southeast Asia. Air America's motto is "Anything, Anytime,
Anywhere — Professionally", and it is one motto that is taken quite
literally. For Air America has been flying Meo-grown opium out of
north and northeast Laos ever since 1965. From dusty airstrips in the
Meo hill country they airlift the raw opium to laboratories in Long
Cheng or Vientiane where it is refined into No. 4 heroin (90 to 99
percent pure), then smuggled abroad by Corsican gangsters or Lao
diplomats for ultimate disposal in US. markets. The Opium Trail leads
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3 ." reporter for The Boston Globe a
no with The New York Times. Shor
he s working on the campaign. F,
reme hers that he had no plans of ping
into o ce with the administration, but
when • te told him he was needtti for a
good, Ii	 1 administration, he stayed.

Frank • Id me that he has bein think-
ing abou running for the stati Legisla-
ture from Ward 5 for several jrears, but
had always thought in terms sfof 1974 or
1978. "Loo "he quipped, "ilk leg for a
liv_kg.ri is at active but if Pick Cavett
couldn'tmak it on tire air, ,a haven't got
much of a ance." When! else? It was
over Memori Day we end that he
heard Maurice rye, the epublican who
has held the se since 16 was going to
retire. "You • there till be redistrict-
ing in 1974 an 1978• and I was afraid
that since Ward polticians are not all
that much in tu e	 h the rest of the
Legislature tradit n y, there might not
be a seat if someo 	 rong did not take it
now. I think I coul old it."

Right now, he • "nts out, there is no
elected official (e pt the Mayor)living
in Ward 5 beside	 e state rep • there is
no city councilo	 m that area. "With-
out someone wh	 ks hard to maintain
the essential eh ac r of the district in
the expansion , f t redistricting pro-
cess," he says,the d trict could fall like
the South E , whic essentially has no
elected repre ntation.

Besides Fjank, the are at least three
other cand4ates seeki the Democratic
nominatiof Victor Na thermo, Francis
Larkin Jr4 and Mark Townshend. So
far, therjls only Virgil . Aiello seeking
the Re	 lean nomina on. One candi-
date i running as independent,
Andrew Moe& The cont t is expected to
be beeen Frank and A lo.
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be 'sun"; he returned t the city two
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Frank also	 to propose that the
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similar to t	 sign last month by the
Washing	 D.C. Ace department

.b,isitagree that they would n enforce laws
o e books governing p te consen-

sexual acts involving adults. 	 ra

Opium
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the poppy fields of the Southeast Asian
"Fertile Triangle" (which now produces
at least 70 percent of the world's opium
supply) to Saigon, Hong Kong or Mar-
seilles and then right to the waiting arms
of America's estimated one million vic-
tims of the heroin plague.

If Air America's motto is "Anything,
Anywhere, Anytime — Professionally",
its other motto should go: "Deny Every-
thing." For years reports have filtered
back of the airline's doings in Laos —
from journalists, from GIs, from a former
Air America mechanic. And for years
there has been a solid chorus of denials
from Vientiane to Washington to Boston.
The public has been having its collective
leg pulled in a most impudent fashion.
But this year the big cover-up is over,
largely thanks to the work of two able
CCAS (Committee of Concerned Asian
Scholars) investigators, Al McCoy and
Cathy Read. They went to Southeast Asia
last summer and did not leave until they
had produced the first complete and fully
documented study of the heroin trade,
The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia,
Harper and Row, September 1972. See
also Al McCoy's article in theduly Harper's
magazine. With this work, Air America's
Edontinues1 on page 191	
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Opium Ames
(Continued from page 4) 	

place in the history of heroin is at last
secure.
Interviewing top Laotian military figures
in Vientiane and Paris as well as former
CIA agents and Bureau of Nam 'tics
officials scattered from Washington to
New Mexico to Bangkok. In separate
int tws Laotian generals Ouan Rath-
Brun and Thal Ma both affirmed that Air

rGi
erica began flying opium to markets

n Long Cheng and Vientiane in 1965.
Gen. Ouan Rathikun was until last year

zovmer of the largest heroin refinery in
Southeast Asia. Gen. Thal Ma is former

Trt
ander of the Laotian air force.)

n Al McCoy took a bus out of Luang
l'irabang, hitched a ride in a government

(truck and when the road gave out started
Zbiking over the mountains. By nightfall

he reached a small village, spending a
sleepless night under a thin thatched ",of.
"There was always the sound of a plane
somewhere. Sometimes it was far away
and sometimes it seemed right overhead.
And every so often you would hear the
so' of its miniguns going off — 600 .
rouilus a minute at who knows what,
anything that sets off its infrared detec-
tors, anything that moves or breathes or
gives out warmth." 	 .

The next morning Al and interpreter
walked down from the mist-enveloped
mountains into the village of Long Pot,
ten miles west of the Plain of Jars. There,
under the shadow of 6200-foot Mt. Phou
Phachau, which dominates the entire dis-
tNct, Al found himself at the head of the
Ofaurn Trail. The next section in the
manuscript is entitled "Long Pot: Ren-
dezvous with Air America."

Bpng Pot district is located 30 miles

northwest of Long Cheng. It is one of the
few remaining areas in northeast Laos
where opium history could still be ob-
served: close enough to Long Cheng to be
under yang Pao but far enough4way to
escape the fighting. Yang Pao is the head
of the CIA's so-called "Clandestine
Army" of Meo tribesmen whose only
cash crop is opium. The CIA's deal with
yang Pao, baldly put, comes to this you
send us soldier's and we'll buy your
opium.

The village of Long Pot is a Men
community of 47 wooden dirt-floored
houses. It is one of 12 Men and Lao
Theung villages that make up Long Pot
District. One of the oldest Men villages in
northeast Laos, it has a tradition of
political power and is the home of Dis-
trict Officer Ger Su Yang. According to
the author's interview with Ger Su Yang,
the village households produce 15 kilos
(33 pounds) of opium apiece. They are
guaranteed an adequate food supply by
Air America rice drops. Yang Pao's offi-
cers pay them a high price for the opium.

The 47 households' harvest of 700
kilos of opium will yield 70 kilos of pure
morphine base after it has been boiled,
processed and pressed into bricks. After
processing in one of the region's seven
heroin labs, the Long Pot harvest will
yield 70 kilos of No. 4 heroin. Worth
$500 to the viallagers of Long Pot, it will
bring $225,000 on the streets of New
York or San Francisco — or Boston.

Formerly Long Pot's opium harvest
was bought up by Chinese merchant
caravans, but these stopped coming after
fighting intensified in 1964 and 1965.
They were replaced by pony caravans of
Yang Pao's men. But the 1969, 1970 and
1971 opium harvests were flown out in
Air America U11-1H helicopters. District
Officer Ger Su Yang described the ren-
dezvous with Air America:

Moo officers with three or four

stripes (captain or major) came
from Long Cheng to buy our
opium. They came in American
helicopters, perhaps two or three
men at one time. The helicopter
leaves them here for a few days and
they walk to villages over there
(swinging his arm in a semi-circle in
the direction of Gier Coot, Long
Makkhay and Nam Pac), then come
back here and radio Long Cheng to
send another helicopter for them.
They take the opiurh back to Long
Cheng.

The American helicopters referred to
were Air America's; the pilots were
always Americans, and the Meo army
traders did the buying.

The headman of Nam Ou, a Lao
Theung village four miles north of Long
Pot, confirmed the district officer's ac-
count. In 1969 and 1970 Meo officers
helicoptered into Tan Son village, hiked
to Nam Ou and purchased the opium
harvest, then continued on their way to
Nam Suk and Long Pot.

The harvest of 1971 may well have
been Long Pot's last. In return for the
rice drops and opium purchases Yang Pao
and the CIA kept demanding soldiers.
USAID built a school in the village and
"Mr. Pop" ("Pop" Buell, the CIA's chief
operative in Laos) had high hopes for the.
place, but in 1970 Yang Pao demanded
that all the young men in the village
including the 15-year-olds join his army
fighting the Pathet Lao. Ger Su Yang
complied and they were flown away by
Air America helicopters in late 1970. But
reports of heavy casualties came in, and
the village refused to send more. Ger Su
Yang described what happened next:

The Americans in Long Cheng said I
rrntst send all the rest of our mer..
But I refused. So they stopped
dropping rice to us. The last rice
drop was in February this year.

Fight or starve — this was the CIA's

answer to the villagers' of Long Pot. Air
America flew the village's young men
away to fight a war that assuredly was
not theirs. And it flew their corpses back
to the village — "professionally," of

, course, neatly wrapped in sanitary plastic
bags.

For the CIA the -Meos offered a
conyenient instrument for keeping alive
the war in Laos — a war that no group
within than country had any interest
whatever in fighting — but for the Meos
their alliance with the CIA and Air
America has only brought disaster. They
have been decimated and the survivors
have fled the hills for the refugee camps
around Long Cheng. Long Pot's 1972
opium harvest was destroyed when allied
fighters napalmed the village and three
nearby Lao Theung villages. And, the
NLF reported that on January 10, 1972
units of the Lao People's Liberation
Army took Long Pot.

Because of the fighting, in fact, Laos
will only account for a fraction of South-
east Asia's estimated 1000-ton 1972
harvest, and Air A.nerica may be shipping
more dead bodies than opium this year.

Directing an airline that ships large
quantities of Laotian dope might not
come to mind as the most appropriate
activity for a Proper Bostonian, but there
is historical justification. The old Forbes
mansion in Milton with its China trade
artifacts has recently been opened to the
public, and there one learns that many a
First • Family founder made his initial
killing in the opium trade during the early
1800's. American traders did such a
rousing business in "foreign mud", as the
Chinese called it, that the Chinese Com-
missioner in Canton thought Turkey was
an American coirey. Thus Ames may be
said to be only keeping up a, venerable
family tradition, with the one difference
that today the traffic is moving in the
opposite direction. 	 •


