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SAN FRANCISCO-Earth Magazine

ed airline it accused in its March
issue of flying heroin out of

NONE/UNKNOWN

that 25% of all herdin in the
has announced the preparation of U.S. comes from the fertile
a law suit against a ClA-controll- triangie region of South-east Asia

A further amplification of the
roblem came from research done

"Southeast Asia with the knowledge Joy Mike Benner of WRIF news ina

of that clandestine government
agency. ) '

San Francisco attorney Ron L ea-
chman says the suif'will charge
Air America, a corporation set
up by .the Central Intelligence
Agency, with allowing its
facilities to be used for the traf-
ficing of opium from the “fertile
triangle” of EOpPy fields in Laos,
Burma and Thailand. -

The current issue of Earth
documents in a feature article
by University of .Calfornia Prof.
Peter - Scott, the connection be-
tween the CIA, Air America and
the heroin trade, Scott charges

that “the opium-based economy

of Laos is being protected by a
coalition of opium growing CIA
mercenaries,
and Thailand troops.”

The article charged that much
of the heroin wound up being used
in Vietnam by U.S. troops or went
to the streets of America.

- At a press conference announ-
cing the publication of the article, .
Earth editor James Goode ang-
rily pointed out how corruption
abroad has brought disaster back
home: )

. "The CIA helped put our kids
in Vietnam and CIA heroin traffic
turned them on to smack.” he said
at the press conference. "And
. we're paying the CIA $6 billion
a year for these services.” ,
The impact of this trafficking
on American youth cannot be
underestimated. In the article,
Scott quotes Eliot Marshall's
estimate in the New Republic

ir America planes-

recent broadcast about the Earth
magazine exposures.

He said, “Studies on the heroin
problem in the United States have
indicated that up to five billion
dollars is spent annually onheroin
by an estimated five hundred
thousand addicts. More than half of
the money spent each year on

the purthase of heroin - two and
one-half billion dollars - is

U.S.  Government studies have
indicated that as much as 50%
of the crime in metropolitan areas
is caused by addicts and medical
officials report that heroin pre-
sently causes more deaths to
people between the ages of 18 and
35 than war, cancer or car
accidents.”

. Most observors feel that the
CIA involvement in the heroin
trade has not come about through
a desire of the U.S. government
to poison its troops and young
people. But rather through a trap.
of political alliances with the
dealers and marketers of opium,
who were often the only forces in
Southeast Asia willing to support
the U.S. political and military
adventures in that region, an area
controled by remnants of the
Chinese Nationalist Army.

Several recent calls for .
attacks on the trade by the gov-
ernment are not being taken too

-seriously and Hubert Humphrey

even suggested having the CIA
itself hunt down the smugglers.
Don Strachen writting in the

NONE/UNKNOWN

Staff newspaper in Los Angle
suggested that this was like askin
the Nazi S.S. force to investigat
atrocities at the Auschwitz con
centration camp. .

Earth Magazine and attorne
Leachman want Gl's vets or othei
persons with personal knowledge
of the drug trade and who woul¢
be willing to help them in the sui
against Air- America, to contac
Earth Magazine, The Agricultura
Bldg. The Embarcadero at Miss-
ion, San Francisco CA 94115 o
fhone (415) 989-4300. Copies o
he above mentioned article car
also be gotten from that address
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