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WASHINGTON (UPI) —The
Hughes Tool Co. announced
Thursday it has developed the
world's quietest helicopter on a
.hush .hush basis.

The firm said military
security prevented disclosure of
the precise extent of the noise
reduction in the modified Army
0II6A light observation hel ;cop-
ter but said high-ranking
Defense Department officials
described . it as "d ratna tic."

The chopper is a four-place,
turbine-powered craft which
has been used for scouting . in
the Indochina fighting. It was
developed as a research project
by the .company's aircraft
division in Culver City, Calif.

The announcement said the
modified helicopter was scarce-
ly audible even when flying
directly overhead.

Hughes vice president Tho-
mas R. Stuelpnagel said the
quiet Chopper would have
civilian as well as military
application.
• The noise abatement was
achieved by slowing down
engine and rotor speeds to as
little as 67 per cent of normal
In-flight .levels.

• One blade was added to the
main rotor and two blades to
the tai • rotor, to maintain the
necessary lift and thrust. In
addition a muffler was installed
to quiet the roar of the jet.
engine exhaust and the entire
power plant was blanketed with
Sound proof material to reduce
whine.	 •
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