SEATTLE TIMES -
127 april 1970

v\ . . : ‘
. o.m.. L . s .
s derum v 3
L

- Airline

S ; TM:y ARNOLD ABRAMS - f‘E;‘;ghe re’;‘)nir f:ilcllity, which employs '
St ElL Taiwan w . . 15,700 workers, is on praoperly owned -

" company dubbed the ,,gﬂ‘;mﬁ their, by Alr Asia, a subsidinry of Alr i
i ?ine ' riles some executi've s o.f Ali!‘--.~-.1\me5'lca. The property adjoins Taine. o
- ‘America, the private. charter fi r,-ian airbase, a center of American in~:

o whose bases happen to be in. So ‘:E’;ﬂ - telligence activities on Taiwan,
' east Asla’s better war zones, " Not surprisingly, the nature of
- t.m Y insist their fiem is no differ.. |Many Air America missions often-

hs 3nw from any other charier ailin o [|leads to bizarre incidents. This firm, . |
-1, We are willing 1o carry cargo any-' ,'for example, may be the only private

r any customer. .

e ,‘w;@ere in this region fo .Charter company in the world.to have.
o EWho can pay,” says one executive,

downed an encmy plane:
R 3 § i .}, ' It happened -somewhere over |
S But. Air Ag‘ ex;x;:a :a;tltﬂ or:)e :::. [ Northern Laos in January, 1968. The f"
.-y tomer: the Un 4 e i ates govi the | battle started when an Alr Arerica
% ment. And it primarily services e 3. ouman Jooked out the open door of [+
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“"FY¥ying Tigers, supplied the National-
i ists during the Chinese civil war.
" When Chiang fled the mainland in |
1049, CAT followed him to Talwan, :

. Alr America was established 10 years -
later. :

.Vietnam already has cut back Air
merica operations there, but com- i
»:pany -officials do not seem unduly

A

%' worried.

ents

United States - withdrawal from

“THERE’LL STILL BE plenty of -
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- Agency for_Internstional-Pevelop- bric"helicopter and saw a Russian-|.-.
. i " ment and Central Intelligence, Agen- | o0 0 Anté’nov 2 — an obsolete, sin- | - -Dusiness in Southeast Asia,” says one |
~eYe § o .. 1gle-engined aircraft — cruising by.. | executive, . : i
i yBleengs . B T The C. 1A label will continue to,
e R e hera et | THE_ CREWMAN grabbed a car-!T" vankle, however.
.. .1 the firm’s subsidiary offices here em-: “yi,0 ang fired a full clip at the Com?| “Air America does not engage in.

o umwe—“y that Air :A'nxne:lc\a' i§~'-'-i*gmunist craft, presumably part of the !

‘ ‘diminutive - North Vietnamese air’,

x
; 3

:forcd. The enemy plane plummeted !\
to earth.

i
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{ (Atnold ]5 _ Company officals in Taipei do not: |- : A ,
Abrams' is The [~confirm or deny the “kill”; they justi!”. ~Bottorfl, 47, handles public rela-
! ! eorge /.wink. “I could glve you factual sto-{; - tions as part of his Air Asia dutles.d °
: -.jispondgnAt' {i;i ? aiest ,8 l;: omore implausible than l‘ gssi:e anioveiter?&4hand wh? came to| . -
.~ 1Southeast Asla. - | that,” says one. , S gion in as a United States;
R . i Many of Alr America’s approxie; i government’ employe with a specials
£ “‘mately 600 pilots and crewmen are, ' ized function. : o
o {former United States Alr Force per-; ' That function? He was an intellis]
: _ Lsonnel flying for reasons ranging;)- gence agent - with the O, S, §.,
Rt . W L from purely mercenary to wildly ro-; Lrunner.of the C L A i e .m"_ o
. 'an“ m”ofthe C. L A ‘-_",,',mantic.{ _ T . . w—wm
e a ot the L. 1. Both needs can be satisfled withy = -7 /i - ’ ‘

“‘Our customer gives us an order i "uiorica: the money is
i (some _ pilots earn over $25,
\¢year) and adventure is plentiful. . -
% . Air America is owned by a hold-{ .
" ing company, the Pacific Corp...with’.‘
 offices {n Washington, D.C. .. . '}

'i‘HE BOARD chairman is Felix B.

* land we fill it.” says a spokesman, -
. [*That's all there is to it. We carry

‘-l

cargo. We don’t ask questions.” _

] These cargoes can be quite exot-'

dc: ranging from arms and ammuni- |

ion to rice bags, live pigs, special

- ,,agents, troops, refugees and oplum,
the chief cash crop of Meo hill tribes-

' ‘I% . commander-in-chief of United States;

men in Laos. S
One recent order involved ferry- ¥ “Pacific forces before retiring fromy
back to|

ing several hundred Thai “volun- [* military service in 1958,

iteers” into Laos to help defend the |¥: The airline’s origins go

;besieged C..I. A, stronghold at Long *;- 1841, when the late Gen. Claire Chen-|
iCheng, about 100 miles north of the I3 nault organized the Flying Tigers, aj |
capital. ' . * G.paramilitary group supporting: '

ine.

Ts

1 A VARIED Air America fleet of. |/, ong Kai-shek's forces against the; -

rabout 170 planes carries cargo from °
" i{bases in South Vietnam, Laos, Thai-
e Plpine U, . | e when iy ey sl o i,
: {est aircraft x'naintenaﬁcg and repair: we;ft:;i x::;n::arh‘gzg;\néu
::ﬁ‘,}gg »isorst?‘utg?nite&?;a.‘}:rgk}ag 1 Civil Alr Transpo’rt. forerunner of Air; -

: . : | America and still operatingas a car|
_ iyear on United States aircraft oporal-| oo corrigrin psla, ', i

;- Japanese, .
i - ‘The. Flying Tigers gained fame

-~ i

woa)

p, a retired.admiral who wasi-

[
- and some fortune during World Warj

It founded,

esplonage and is not part of the C. I.!
A.” says John A, Bottorff, regional
director of Air Asla, “and I frankly
resent being considered some kind o
secret ageat or spy.”
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