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-	 .
Description of: (pmMers, hazard, occurrence gripe) 	 •	 .

,

•.	 Since my last RON up-country (Dec 3.-7th), it is my opinion that several hazards .
exist concerning helicopter operations. 	 Separate VHF frequencies should be

•	 assigned the various units in Operation, especially during maneuvers such. as are
.	 being conducted in the Ls36 area at present.	 Air America 'aircraft are using the

same frequency which is being used by the customer, the ground forcest'and.this.
freqUency is also a tactical Air Force frequency. 	 A 'Nay-Day' would very likely
not be . hearduas so many persona are. talking at the same time. 	 Also f too many	 •
people are directing the helicopters, some of whom cannot speak clear Dnglish and
cannot be Understood by the pilot.	 These same' persons also get excited on the
air and yell into the microphone, thus causing more confusion.

- .
Another major hazard, in my opinion,, is the fact that the ground forces are mov-.
incso rapidly that they do not 'wish to take the time to clear decent . operational

•	 hell-pads.	 This actually slows. down the operation, as our Aircraft must :then
carry much lighter loads in order to work these' pads, and danger of an accident

Suggeo-ted-Seluttes: 	
. .	 •	 '	 •	 • .•.	 .

is much more prevalent. 	 The pilot making these
customer and the ground forces of this hazard

safety suggestions, advised the.,
and was told to return to Ls20A, if

.----he_dichilLstott_s_aa.try_t.ba-prescribed_loada. . The many troops sitting 'around the
So-called pads all day long, watching the helicopters land, could' easily 'construct
a decent pad with approximately thirty minutes work........	 .	 ..	 .	 .
POor communications, moving rapidly, And lousy heIipads can only lead to 'a serious
accident one of these days.	 During this confusion, a'piloi.can'also be sent into
an unfriendly area by mistake, especially when he cannot, understand the instruct-
ions being given him and When he himself becomes confused and angry .and frustrated
through poor coordination and cooperation . of all 'units concerned. • 	 .	 •

.	 .
In the opinion of this pilot,. all measures should be taken immediately to alleviate
the above existing conditions..• 	 .
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