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TO: ~ DSAFE Vis MSAFE - [ ~ REGEIVED

FROM: ANONYMOUS L . ' | " 7 December 1968

‘Description of: (problem hazard occurrence gripe)

Since my last RON up-country (Dec 3~Tth), it is my op:mlon that several hazards
exist concerning helicopter operations. Separate VHF frequencies should be
assigned the various units in operation, especially during meneuvers such.as are
being conducted in the Ls36 area at present. Air America aircraft ere using the
seme frequency which is being used by the customer, the ground forces, end .this
frequency is also a tactical Air Force frequency. A 'May-Day! would very likely
not be heard, as so many persons are talking at the same time. Also, too many
people ere directing the helicopters, some of whom cannot speak clear English and
cannot be understood by the pilot. These same persons also get excited on the
air and yell into the mcrophone, thus causing more confusion.

Another major hazard, in my opinion, is the fact that the ground forces are mov-"

ing so repidly that they do not wish to take the time %o clear decent operational
heli-pads. This actually slows down the operation, as our aircraft must then
carxy much lighter loads in order to work these pads, and danger of an accident

Suggested-Selutien: N -
is: much more prevalent. The pilot making these safety suggestions, advised the’
customer and the ground forces of this hazard and was told to return to Ls20A, if

_J—_he didn't want to carry the prescribed loads. . The many troops sitting around the

so-called pads all day long, watching the helicopters le.nd, could easily constmct
a d.ecent pad with approximately th:.rty mnutes worlf. , : .

Poor communications, mov:.ng rapldly, a.nd 1ousy helipa.ds can on.ly lea.d toa senous
accident one of these days. During this confusion, a pilot.can also be sent into
en unfriendly area by mistake, especially when he cennot understand the instruct-
ions being given him and when he himself becomes confused and angry end fmstmted
through poor coordination and cooperation of 2ll units concerned. .
In the opinion of this pllot, all measures should be taken mmed.:.a.tely to a.lleva.a.te
the zbove existing condit:.ons._ ¥ .
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