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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 16, 1953
Dear Bedell:

As you know, I consider the establishment of the
Central Intelligence Agency one of the most important steps
vwhich I have taken, asg President, in the interests of our
national security. An effective intelligence service, which
this country now Possegses, 1s a vital element in our efforts
for a Just and lasting peace.

As Director of Central Intelligence since 1950,

cient and permanent arm of the Government's national Security
structure, During this critical beriod the far-reaching im-

Provements and strengthening which you have introduced in the
intelligence field have been of immeasureble value to me and

the other members of the National Security Council in dealing
with the difficult Problems facing us.

As I prepare to leave the Presidency, I want to say
thank you to a true friend, a real patriot, and a bublic ad-
ministrator of the highest calibre.

Very 8incerely yours,

General Walter Bedell Smith, U.S.A.,
Director of Central Intelligences,
Washington, D. C. . .
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