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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

, WASHINGTON

J4nuary n, 'L953

Dear Beetle:

Just a few rninutes ago I signed an.approval of
your retirement frorn tJ:e Army as in the national
lnterest, that you may aecept the.appointrnent'tendered
by President-elect Dwight D. Eisenhower as Under
Secretary of State 

)
I signed ttre paper with rnixed feelings knowing of

your regret in leardng the actlve rnilitary service after
all these years. I{owever, I adrnire and reapect your
willingness to accept this new post of great responsibility.
You will giwe to it the vast experiq:rce aed knquiledge-
which you have galned over rnany years in posltions requiring
the rnaxinxunx of intelLigence a.nd understanding. Your
decislon to take on this Job is Just another" bxample of
your devotion to your country.

Before my terrn of office expires I warrt you to know
of rny gratitude for all of the help that you have given to
rne in the Departrnent of Defense. Your friendship rneans a
great deal fo rne and wbile I rnay be separated frorn the
seene of actlvity I do hope our paths will cross frequently.
You have rrry congratulations, rrry every good wish, and
a goodly portion of syrnpathy, for I know full well of what

/the future has in store for you.

Very sincerely yours,

General 'Walter B. Srnith
Director
C entral Intelligenc e - Agency


