
COMMANDING GENERAL 

FORT MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY 

30 August 1950 

Lieutenant General W. B. Smith 
commanding General 
First Array 
Governors Island 
New york 4, New york 

Dear General, 

May I o££er ray congratulations on your selection 
for the most important appointment as Direotor of the Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

lW pleasure in learning that your Great abilities 
again have been reoognized is dampened by the realization 
that this seleotion means you will no longer be our Array 
Commander. It has been a real pleasure to serve under you 
again and to feel--direotly and indirectly--your personal 
courage, admonition, and insistence on constructive 
improvement. 

May your duty with the central Intelligence Agency 
and your service in Washington bring to you and ~~s. Smith 
many years of contentment and happiness. 

very sincerely, 

F.. H. LANAHAN 
l!ajor General, -'Jnited states Array 
connn.anding 



KaJ.. GeneNl F. 'H. LAMblIa, USA 
~a.aeral 
Fort I£oNiowt.b. lew Jenf17 

DeaJ" DallaI 

Tbu1ce 81nocrely ~or ~ thou&hU'ul note or A...." 
30. I haw l.1ke the 'YfJ1.7 deft]. too leave F1r.. t. Ji.1W,1 ~, 
of ~. 1a t.t••• ancerta1n t.~ DDM of lIB are .... 
ot "lag a.o,phare VfI'q·lonc. 

I &Ill WIder no illusions r.bout. t.his job a.n4 expect it 
wUl be at. least. as rough &8 arqtJd.Ilg I have ,.t. ___ 
t.aken. The Aaer1can people seem to expect. aizaclu now­
...,.. t ... "'11" public servant.a, BAd I am paWtil.lr 
oonec1aua ot 1IJ7 0'IIh l.1m1.t.atlO118 in the field of t.he . 
a.i.raaul.Gua. However, 1 am ;for 1t now a.nd {1m do the beat, 
loan. Iote. of cont'l_ce 11Iat lOU' .,. ht4p t,lw ...-ale 
a. grw.t deal. . 

Mr.. s.1t.h jO~8 _ in best w1aheli t.o JOU anel Bra. 
LanabaD, and in aXprwe10g our deep &pProo1at.1aD fer the 
ootII'tea1_ JOU r.a.'WI ah-.a WI 4ur:I.Dg tbe paat 7WJ.r and a. 
halt. 

With IdJJdest perlClDBl regarda, 

S1noerely, 

http:4ur:I.Dg
http:paWtil.lr

