
THE FOREIGN SERVICE 


OF THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


American Embassy 
London, England, August 25, 1950 

Dear Bedell: 

I received the news of ynur appointment as head of 
CIA with mixed emotions: I was delighted that at last 
the right man had been app~inted for this extremely 
important job, but I was cnncerned on two counts-­
first, that this takes you out of the military establish­
ment at a time when ynur talen t s there mi ght be very 
effectively employed; and second, about your health. 
I have had reports from mutual friends that the operation 
they did on y"u was a success and that ynu were rapidly 
getting back to your old form. I sincerely hope that 
such is, the case. 

As Neal ~ickersham has nn doubt told you, our old 
friend Grasett, who has been Governor of Jersey since 
the end of the war, is going to the United states and 
is looking forward to seeing you. 

I have just come back from a marvelous week with 
Philip Swinton in Yorkshire where we shot driven grouse 
for thr·ee days. I remember we talked about this at 
varinus times when we were in London c.vring the war, 
but I do~'t believe you ever got a crack at it. At 
least I never had any shooting that cr'lrapared with ito 
Seven guns got 371 bra ce in three days 1 s bot")ting. You 
will note tha t I carefully refrain from giving you i.lly 

~ercentage of the total bag. 

I hope that this letter finds 
and Norie ingo?d form. Hennie and 
tt) you b~'4l-.J'1;o \ 
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"':'Ge'rie'rai' Wa1.tex; .seeell 8mi th, 

Headquarters }:I'irst Army, 
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N9nv~rno~s Island, 
v . 

yC'ur strength restored 
I send our best love 

Ever yours, 



a..al Jullw C. H~ 
"-rlGaD lIrIIba...,. 
l'AJnd.on. !n&]'" 

n.r J1Il1., 

..,... lIlDoeNli- tor "...,. rJOk of Auau' 25. .. 7- GIlD. 
pabllbq ..... 1 _ ..,. Nl.uotIu:$ \0 \aU aMI' tbt ~­
It..- job and ...... 18 dods1_ 1'* tor qu:lt. a 'IIhllAt. 
aow... tbe Ion. alt.uatJ.c ob8Ipcl _..,.tIWIg .. I cUA 
not. f;;i t.hat I oouJd .. 1Ino." 1.....,. I 0_ .... \be 
..... lIIPloaU.r, .. -- u.. ...... At, _t. ., .:a.o.. u., 
alM NIIIW.s the ..roe of "",\lOft to taw\n.t.1MI .... iftt.­taU_. aria, ~ __ of ..- oltl bl.blt,e .u.ac.... 1 do ~ 
..u, pt ~ ..,. ... I ept Oft -.t.~ ~. 

w••_ bou&ht • ..,. Id.ae ..... ill SprlJtc ,all.., ... 1 
.....,. t..ba\i 1 1II.ll. --.ta.ll.r ...tift and do Ud.. work .. ..
O1..s.u.u, 1 ... SAt.... to Ntd.N aaI lID 1ato ...... 
...,,_ .... Spr1D&. 'l'bIl.at.teJt,.f ...... la Wet1ld.t.lI'de,....... 

Kal told _ Uaat; GNMt.t. ..w be ... Ihort~ .. t.bat, 
be .. aJ'I'ID&1.DI .....mt. Coot" to 1IIb1cb I _ lGoMIII 10 .. 
wucI.' 1'ou1- ....~ -' ... bee ~... I 
haw ..,.,. ftIIIIft.t..d .....,. bIIdIls hacl a ..... too 40 ., of 
1t.. I et.t11.,. do _ .. dIW'. ­

Wolf' JolDa - 1ft lON to J'OIO ... ...... Our WlIIId.aatoA 
bOIIM 18 larp. t_.ald be ..t we1_...... . 
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