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Noted by CG 

Lt. Gen. W. B. Smith 
Hq. First Army .- ­
Governors Island, N.Y. 4, N. Y. 

Dear Bedell: 

I read in the press about your having been selected 
by the President to head the Central Intelligence Agency and I 
send you my warm congratulations because of the further 
evidence this gives of the great confidence which the President 
and the Nation have in you and your capacity; a confidence fully 
shared by those who, like myself, have the privilege of knowing 
you iI):timately. 

While I am glad to see you receive this additional 
evidence and the new honors which go with it, 1 am not unmindful 
of the great burdens and responsibilities which this vital job 
will impose upon you. Above all, take care of your health and 
do not overstrain it. You have been through quite a siege in the 
las t decade and though you are still young, the knowledge of that 
fact sometimes leads men to drive the engine at a fas ter speed 
than they would do if they did not feel so young. 

If 1 can be of any service to you at any time and in any 
way. please do not hesitate to calIon me. 

With warm regards and best wishes. 

/7'/) Sincerely yours, 

}flIP" 
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Dear .oa.YSa: ....,,::L,'" 

Tbaaka ~ for JOW k.S.o:1 .ut.t.cu", of tbe 24th. 
I have no Ul.s.or. '"*" t.bJA ... appo1nt.1t. ftS.a 1a 
aNna to be a "f8'I7 4U'tlc:la.l.t. .. atd I do GOt look t~ 
te !t. with 8It7 p1Aau... ......, wti.b \be .1\.,-' 68 
1\ exI-.. at. p:"88eat., I d1d GOt, teel that t could I10dp 
....... ~ to .... a ~7. ~.s.ona at coo­
t1daraoe lS:d )'O\IN are ~ aDd helptul tot". , 
~. ' 

I a.pp::oecL'1t.e )'OQI' ee..atcm with ...gal"d to \J"'l~ 
ar health aM I dare JIMl \bat I WUl follow your ,adYttJe.
'-'--t.el.r, ..... 1'*iRllt. of tJIe ~ MU'k of lobe 
•.,._ at .al.... Reed, I .. t.U.............. to... I 
..... t .. ,."'M_ _ 08IIf~I to.;." ",e~tmxi 
....eh'llm aWIJD tlp adtI1.nb17 .,. GDd.«r t.be hee..,.
JftI..... to wb1cb it ., IfC.lOP bo aubjocted. 
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