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AVID SARNOFF August 24, 1950
CHAIRMAN OF THR HOARD
Noted by cG
Lt. Gen. W, B. Smith

Hq. First Army
Governors Island, N.Y_. 4, N. Y.

Dear Bedell:

I read in the press about your having been selected
by the President to head the Central Intelligence Agency and 1
send you my warm congratulations because of the further
evidence this gives of the great confidence which the President
and the Nation have in you and your capacity; a confidence fully
shared by those who, like myself, have the privilege of knowing
you intimately.

While I am glad to see you receive this additional
evidence and the new honors which go with it, I am not unmindful
of the great burdens and responsibilities which this vital job
will impose upon you, Above all, take care of your health and
do not overstrain it. You have been through quite a siege in the
last decade and though you are still young, the knowledge of that
fact sometimes leads men to drive the engine at a faster speed
than they would do if they did not feel so young.

If I can be of any service to you at any time and in any
way, please do not hesitate to call on me.

With warm regards and best wishes,

M MM Sincerely yours,
VY



A August 1950

New York 20. Hem York
Dear David:

Thanks sipcercly for your kind letter of the 24th,
I bave no 11lusions sbout this new appointasnt. This is

10 be & very 4ifficult one and I do not look forward

to 1t with any plesswre. Howewer, with the situztim as
1tMatmm,Id1dMImmtIcmldW
what was pressnted to ae as a duty. Uxpressions of con-
tmmm‘mcmw and helpful to the

I sppeeeciate your csution with regard to watching
my health and I zesure you thet I will foliow your advioe,
FPortunately, a8 the result of the splendic work of the
mat%‘elmm I am feeling better mew than I
have for yesrs, zmmmtmwmsmm
stoxsch w stand wp adairsbly even under the heswy
pressures Lo which it may scon ho subjected,

Tith weymest perecoal regards,
Patthfully,
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