
TllB DIRECTOR 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON IS, D. C. 

August 24, 1950 

Lieutenant General Walter B. Smith 
Headquarters, 1st Army 

Governors Island 

New Yort 41 New Yort 


Ido want to tate th~s opportun~ty to 

ezpress my congratulations on your appOintment by 

President Truman as lnrector 01 Oentral Intelligence. 

You have my best wishes jor success in your new 

position and I do hope you will not hesitate to call 

on me at any time we OJ the FBI can be 01 service. 

Sincerely yours l 



U',r. J. Bdgar Hoo••,. 
D1l'ector" l'oderal !1ur8au ot l.twMt-i&Mi«L 
lh1ted sta.tes Depa.rt..ment of .J'uU.oe 
tJ&8b1ngtcn 25" D.C. 

It was both k1itd ant! thoug.'1.t!1ll of you to write ;'"l$ 

about t.he new appointment. .1 k::.QI!f I s."lall h.a:ft tou.r;h go1na 
for a while and ! ~'l go1."1g to t.alte )1'QU. at your word and 
CQIIl8.ta you fop help and adv.1ce, bo-th of \1dllcn 1 il!1t r301n~ 
too need ~~. Your 0IIl Bureau 1 haw al-::m thGu::ht· a 
pertect 8Xttmplo ot t1hat peraonalleaderehip can do in 
bu1JA1ng up IIIOrale a.."'ld .pr1t de COl'f.'8 within e. [;t"QtlT' ot 
public _"ante even tot-he exte;\t of attl'"&ct.inft t.alent and 
ability wh1eh could. c~ moh hi~r ~rn.t.1ch else­
'IIhere. Somthine or tho SanB sort. 51St be built Up 1n the 
Central Intell1t~ence !.gency but it,·s like rnt1ld..ng • ~()od
aolt n1ng ~ the explanation 1a s1nlp1.e but 1t Ie 8. dU't..... 
atter to put. it 1nto p1'UUee. 

I ... to take ttda oppoft;unlt;' to thWt 7OUtor the 
.a.r.. coopiIraUon i'tftt AIlV' MI> aJ.waY'8 had hoa your 
people in lew York. !hey are a tUet.-e1u6 group ~ we 
11k. to _$ w1th them. 

w. :B.. gG­
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