One decisive moment of the CAT air crash case comes at the Taipg

/8 LJUN 8u8

District Court at 5 p.m. or shortly after it today -- just a’ few hours
less than 101 days of the accident near Linkou that rainy dark eveping.
An injection of what has been termed as *“lhrasi” coming from in-
ternational aviation sources last weekend.added heat of iutenslly over the
fate of Captains Stuart .E. Dew and Hugh H. Hicks and possibly the, fate

of airline pilots who may ... just in case .. encounter similar happenings
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over Taiwan.

Observers have noted that
the court people must have
been squeezing their brains
bard over the past week de-
ciding on a sentence for the
two Civil Air Transport pilots
of American nationality, Strain
must have been particularly
heavy inthe last two days
following foreign press reports
quoting President Jan Bartelski
of the International Federa-
tion of the Airline Pilots As-
sociations in the Hague as
saying this:

TALPA Vgice

If Chinese authorities should

not meet JALPA's petiti.é_n'tb“i

. suspend court proceedings and
"reopen investigation by civil
aviation awthorities and if the
two pilots are convicted,
airline pilots ‘‘of course would
obviously be afraid to fly into
" Taipei and very likely they
will boycott the place.” '
The common international
practice is to revoke the license
of a pilot if he is responsible
for a plane crash. By prose--
cuting the two CAT pilots, the
Republic of China has shatter-
ed all international precedénts,
it has been noted here.
~ Cther experts, however,
have pointed cut that the Feb.
16 accident does not exactly
fall under any of the three
“normal’’ crash patterns:

3 Pzatterns

.- In most air crashes,
all aboard planes are killed.

- Many air crashes are
caused by faulty instruments
on planes or on grounds.-{The
defense in the

present case
denies error on the part of
the pilots and has declared

they believe the mishap was
because of faulty instrument
landing system operated by
the Chinese Civil Aeronautics
Administration, But CAA has
“maintained a different view.)

-- Some air crashes are
caused by uncontrollable cic-
cumstances like heart failure
on the part of pilots. '

Local Views

While many Chinese quar-
ters were heard expressing
regret over IALPA . moves
(they say the federation's at-
tempt obviously was intended
to influence the judges),
many other quarters were
heard saying that nothing
minus absolute -facts and
truth and careful checking
against the law should be
allowed. T

Although it is generally
believed that the judges will

noon

not be affected by any external
persuation or pressure, fear
also has been expressed that
the statement from The Hague
would have a bearing on the
public attitude after a verdict
.. whether innocent or guilty
.- is passed down this after-

If the pilots are - found
not guilty, some people ' may
tend to think that the judges
were influenced ‘by the federa-
tion move. If the verdict is to
the opposite, people may still
say the sentence was influenc-
ed by the federation move...
in a manner contradictory to
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the - federation’s ‘‘anticipa-
tion,"” if there was any such
anticipation. .
Calmer observers have
pointed out--and what they.
say i3 a common-sense matter
-.that all factors should be
carefully - weighed before a
final decision is reached and
that all such “‘evidences’
should be made public so that
there will be no misunderstand-

' ing of any kind on the part

of any one, . '
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For your comments
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