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of terrorist-training camps, had decided to
reconstitute deep inside Pakistani cities
with the assistance of Pakistani extremists.

Their retreat stopped for a time in Pe-
shawar, the biggest city along the Afghan
frontier. But Arabs like Zubaydah and for-
eigners like Padilla stood out too starkly
among the ethnic Pashtuns along the bor-
der. So they and their Pakistani sponsors
decided to move Zubaydah and his men to
Pakistan's second largest city, Lahore, 250
miles to the southeast. Al Qaeda had sever-
al safe houses, equipped with satellite
phones and laptops with Internet connec-
tions, up and running by late January. Pak-
istani investigators say Padilla spent most
of February in Lahore surfing the Net in
search of how to make a radioactive bomb.

For his part, Abu Zubaydah moved
again, this time to the grimy industrial town
of Faisalabad. Helived there with other Qae-
da and Pakistani militants in a nondescript
two-story house surrounded by a high wall,
on top of which they installed a fence of
high-voltage electrical wires. From there,
Abu Zubaydah presided over the expansion
of Qaeda cells in other large Pakistani cities,
especially Karachi, a multiethnic, coastal
metropolis of 12 million, where foreign Qae-
dacanblend in.
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