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Role in 9-11 Plot:

Atop bin Laden lieutenant who
repeatedly visited Hamburg, he
may have been the principal
architect of 9-11. With 1993
WTC bombing mastermind
Ramzi Yousef, he also hatched a
never -used plan to bomb 12
U.S. planes on the same day.
Whereabouts:

Last seen in Pakistan.

questioning can involve beating and worse,
says one well-informed Arab source.
Zubaydah himself' may be in such a place.
His whereabouts are a national-security se-
cret kept almost as zealously as the Manhat-
tan Project; even CIA officials who are
briefed on his interrogation don’t know
where he is being held overseas. Some U.S.
officials believe Zubaydah is playing them,
perhaps tossing overboard amateurish small
fry like Padilla to preserve “the crown jewels,”
as one CIA official calls whatever key plotters
may be left. But U.S. authorities and their al-
lies are playing with Al Qaeda as well. They
have publicly attributed many recent threats
to Abu Zubaydah, perhaps as a way of de-
moralizing Al Qaeda, getting his confeder-
ates to talk or signaling that every operation
the terrorists have planned may be compro-
mised. And his own people are talking,
among them his deputy, Ibn Al-Shaykh al-
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Mohamed Atta’s matein
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A German-born computer
specialist, he acted as the
Hamburg cell's bookkeeper
and held the lease on Atta's
apartment, The only married

member of Atta’s circle.

Whereabouts:

Unknown. Just before 9-11,
he shaved his beard, told his
ife he was off to Pakistan

Or a computer seminar

and vanished.

Libi, who was captured by Pakistani forces in
late December or early January and quickly
turned over to U.S. interrogators. By the end
of January, al-Libi had disclosed enough to
disrupt an alleged Qaeda plot to attack the
U.S. Embassy in Yemen, a longtime Qaeda
hotbed. U.S. officials acknowledge that infor-
mation from al-Libi also played a part in the
capture of Abu Zubaydah himself.

HILE AL QAEDA LIES
low, it seems that U.S.
authorities have been
stashing key suspects
around the globe. Mo-
hamed Haydar Zam-
mar, a Syrian-born German believed to have
been part of Mohamed Atta’s 9-11 cell in
Hamburg, is an example. Tailing him last
fall, German investigators at first had trou-
ble finding sufficient evidence to justify an
arrest under their strict evidentiary require-
ments. So they issued him a temporary pass-
port and let him travel to Morocco. There
Zammar just disappeared, and his family

later filed a missing-persons rep
intelligence official confirms he i
overseas, but would not say wher
mans, supposedly stalwart U.S.
Washington hasn’t told them.

Similarly, the bush adminstra
put Padilla into military detenti
concluded that the sources and me
to capture him were too sensitive
open court. Butthedecisionalsoc:
before his court-appointed U.S. |
preparing to challenge his arrest
the courts had agreed to hear thec
would have had to be granted reg
to a lawyer and some modicum o
anillegal combatant in the custods
itary, however, he can be held i
and interrogators, for the mom
havetoworryaboutlawyers'and ju
ing over their shoulders. U.S. of
want to avoid the soapbox nature
Moussaoui’s trial in Washington,y
terrorists an opportunity to promy
world view publicly.

What was Padilla’s real plan, a
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